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Silg' or (OulIltT-CQ.Jt/tJ cOlutructrd agaiml " 'allingjord CaJlU during Sllphm's rtign art nlW~Y Jugglsttd 
for .. i/" al Soulil ,\/ortlon and Chols,)'. bmdu Ihos, al'lady rtcogni~,d al Crou'manh and Brighlutll. 
Counltr-CQJII,J (an be classijitd according to Ihlir primary talliea/function aJ ,hoJ( conslru(tedfor USf by 
(!J_Ini/ants in a Jilort-ttTm silge, thost ltjt behind by lIlt main forct for a small Jorct to conduct a 1011.( 

.Iitgt. and thoj( sited to contain or nlulra'i~t an enmry CaJlll without thought of its capture. Thl (QJIl,.1 
011 Iii, u'tjl "id, if Ih, ThamtJ al lI'allillgford U'trt dmgn,d primarily 10 dtfind Ih, lands if Suph,"'" 
allitl. 

I n 1138 Roben, Earl or Gloucester. defied King Stephen and espoused the cause of hi, 
half.sisl<.'r ~Iatilda who claimed the throne under the will of King Henry I. Bristol Caslif'. 

whifh was Robert's main stronghold I was ordered to be put in a state of readiness alon~ with 
olher of his casues, including \ \'allingford. 1 \\'allingford Castle was besieged three times in 
th(' wars htlween King Stephen and the Angevins, in 1139 ro, II f6 and 1152 3. In this 
paper tht' physical remains and role or the siege or coullter-castles buill and used in 
conncuion with these sieges will be discussed with special attention to those in usc during 
the period 1146 1153,' 
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:\'othing now remains of this fortification, which was conslruflcd in 1142 and was by far 
the most imponant of the counter-castles round \ \'allingford. There used to be a feature 
kno\\ n as Stephen's ~ Iount, which lay to the north of lhe road and to the west of lh<.' 
church, bUl the whole sile was levelled for industrial purposes, and is nO\\ covered Wilh 
houses. 

I 111.110itl mllfUlltmi tI, Wintona in H.R. ward (('d. , .'nnaltl .\lon4Stiti RolI~ S('ri('., 'lb, 11. 186S), 51 
:l For" ,ummary ofsie~e-castlell around Wallingford ,ee E .• \.C. King. Castdlanum In.~/j(allum An Intlft and 

Blb/lo.(,ap~, of Ilu CaslltJ of Englatld. lIiJltJ and Iltt IJlandJ 19881. %6 7 For an account of the ~i("gr' 01 
\\allingford Canlt' '('~ C.r. Slad(', 'Wallingford Ca~ll{' in thr Rt'i'tll of King Stephen'. &rAJ. Arch]nl. 58 1900, 
33 n, 
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It 11'~l~tt'd um ... idcr"bh- as"i3ullS by till' \n~l'\'in J{)IT('S in 115:i, and was des(ribed as being 
'\t'n. strong', although n}Ostrurlfd OfWflOd, a 'work ofwondwu"wil and ... kill'.' 

II ... pUl po ... ,' \\,h d(· ... crilx·d by Grn .l'{> of Cantl'rhun as pn'\"l'llling "onies and raid" from 
\\ ,lllingfilrd (01,t!(', In lhl" n'lit'fof\\"allingfi:)rrl h) IIt'nl"} in 1153 it wa" il ... dfinn'sH:d '.111 

,lrdullu, and lIIW'\pcrl('d hU"iinev,' ..,urroundt'd h~ a '\t°ry g'f(·i.lt rampart' \\hirh hemmed in 
tht' king\ army ,wei cas tic', I 

'J IInghlll rll 

1"111' castle "as ... iH·d to the south or Ihe \"iltlKt.'. at the nortlwrn ed.~t· of lht' 100\-I~il1~. 
man.hy ~round b(,1\\,(,(,11 Brighl\\cll Olild ~Ia('kllt'y. rhe moat !'Itill exists on the \v('\( and 
south sicks of til£' site. ' I(llhc north, pan ofil slIr\' in'd al the ('nd orthr 18th rrlllllry, ancll~ 
illll ... tri.lt~'d in it ,ie, .. of the.' R{'('to~ (;ard~'n, ('he (',ls1l'rn side probabl~ rollm\{,d lhe lint, of 
Ill(' {':\i~till~ ",tn'am, , \ ,mall mound j, to he ,(,l'n III thl' ~outh-\\l'st corn('r ofthr ('ndosur(' It 
nl.l~ hl' a guard-point mound dating from a latn pnlOd unit"'" it is a post-ITI(,dic\'al ~ard('n 
ornillTIt'nt. King think; this mound unlikdy (0 hi\\t' heen IIl1' ,it(' of thr si{'ge-castir, <lnd 
app,ln,:ntly ITjnts thc moat as its sil(' 100, 

\\'ithin Ih(' ('nclosure.' of 2,5 ha., or 6 anT"', 'I,\nc!... Ihe present pari",h rhllrrh. II " 
ckdil"illl'(i to Sl. .\galha,.\ tTlie of,\hotl1 ,\as pn"{'llll'd or [e .. tort'd to \\'il1l"he",(('r (:allwdral 
PI io~ hy IIl'nn of BIoi .. , If: as S(TIll'> prubablt-, thi .. was a nt'\\ ill'quisition, it i", likd~ to 
haH' b('cn brought to LIH~laI1d by Bj,hop 1 1 rill') on hi ... fl'lUrn from RotTIe in J 1.12." 

Both Brightwell and South ;\'!on'Wtl han' bccn notcd as ca\t1rs, hut in re ... pcct of thl'il 

(;1"1"\,1'1' (}/'rIIl/lII(Or1I1/, ,'cI \\ Swbl!, Roll, S('Iil", 7:-1.1 It!7q 12<1: SI,uk '\\'allinR"liu'd (:,\\I!c-', 'iff; Kin", 
(<IIld/ollum, m7 It \\,l' d(',nilwd in tht' (",(" S(r/,hflnl ".,. hdo\\ unit). ,., m(/n .n PUlI/'tl/ll /lafrn~r/ord" nl//I 

d rtJ tf tlrhftw, Mfo' .l.IId b\ IIc'n~ or IIUlllillJ.:dnll /l1.)(ur1 f lht hW/i.,h, 1"(1. I \rnold Rull, '-In 71. IHiq !i'! 
.\ tllull'lm tnnpugTUll:,k (" to .~/(pJuJnI h.H 1>('('11 prilHl'd 11m', IU1\( in LUJ.:I.Illt\, 1111\'(' in thl' H.."I1~ Snie, \01 H2.1 
IHHIJ. I'fl. n 110,,1,'11, a~.li" h, " R )"ttrr, (" <fa \((/,h,oll. Ihl fk. d, if \/fl"JlII Londun, Pili \\hid. i liw "till 

'IIIOII'I! 1)\ KinJ.: ,wd h, ~i.\(k, finalh ("d. and Ir,lm. ".R I'flW', \\Lth IW\\ inlihduuioll h) RII(' 1),\\i"5, (,,'(d 

\lrplttJnI Chilii'd. 1'l7i 1111,1."1 I'dll. intludl' th,' pII"'iuu," 10'1 t'!l(IiTl~ In Iht' \\lwk I •• kin\{ Ihl" hi'lnn 11<1\\11 10 
II -, \. I hi ... Ih,' nln. 'lunlt't! in liti, ,uti, II' ,I (" I .~/tph 'a dOli hi" Idl'n'Il'I' i~ ~i\"f'n li,r till" I .. nill ,lIlri 1111' 
I 1I1{1i h 

(;, n,l Upn 'hJtonltJ, 1211 30, \'li. 
1\.1I1\{, (tJSW/oruun, 13. 
hI! ~r;trd-I)(III\1ll1ound .. sC'l" .\ufT~v.llfhJUOI (,fJlfe.lwn, -Ii Iq-)i xx\·ii xx\·iii, nntin~an('\,(,I\ali')1l .11 ' l ,ul\\(lIlh 

,,1.\ I.ttl' I1th-'I'nt. m.II101 \\ilh 1\\0 ~uard-pfl\llt Illnllmk 1>.1 Rn\ll, "\ Iout', .l (I.w;ifi«.ltioll'. 11/1'IjU'~.·, n I"'lq, 
IOh II:.?, .• 1 p. III dl' (ril}l"~ Iht,~" ft',Hur(' ,L' 'um mnltt' 011 rn.u\urial ~i[('!' 1111" Bri~ht\\t'1I mound h.i h.ltl, ill 
tt'lI'1It \t',IT', t',\(t.i ('arth h"illlt'd .I~aitl~t ih \,lIulhMd 'lek: illl lrum Dr. l)aul1l1l" l.mf'r-.on. "il1ll; (.4J"ffanrm,.]I. 1\ 
,1\ "I Bril{hl\\I'1I Ca,li,', I Ill" mound .\1 ")l 'l iHtl()H i unlik,'" tn IIf" it, ,ilt' 

Kin~, (,,,(,lIanum, I't 
rtw Ii'l nl 111-111"' 01 BIoi,' Ill'l1d.1Ctioll' 10 \\"i.1I hl'Sll" {.,lIll('d ... t! Prion i, print!'d in L. Hi,hop. /.IIUlK/1 d 

J/!I(lJma I'IIH. 101, notl' 7, 
lilt' ,hun h \\,h .llmosl ("('rlain" built ,\I this lim" .I~ .1 jot.lrri,on (hun h, Ihat' I}('in~ pnh'llh ,lIwIllI'r I\\tr 

,hurlh.', in 1llI'IMri,h, (lilt' urdU-ill 011 \1,\11...11'\. lilr tlw (hollll"l "\icll'!UT M'('I' II S.l\nrr, 11I;:ltJ .~,I\un (/uJ,I",. aIr 

1m .ldl,d 1,,1 ,/lid HIh/IIlr:mJi1l) IlIhR '\(1.117. Sf"!" '11~oJI. li,'ld,', hl' S.'X()II Ch.tru-r, "f BriJ.!:Ilt\\('11. Snl"dl.uu! 
\1.111..1\("\. link,' /ltd .. l .. IJUlh, lind (him. Irfh }nl. xi 11)11", lOR 12; Xli I (jill) ,7 I:.?, ]11 U, R2 Rh. Ilw 
,lIIlll1'lllil it~ 01 1111"(" 1 hartt"n j, '0 duulllli.lthal it j, nol I)(l"ihlr 10 d.111" 1111' ,illl.llion to \\hil h Iht,} ,Llim 10 n'lc-. 
JIlt· .1 ,hun h ,II \1.llko("\ 'IT (; Pike, '.\ \!t-t!Ji'\.1I (:1'1111'1("\ .11 \I .. dnn COUll Farm, Bril{hl\\t'll-fl.m-Sot\\dl" 
Itn"-'. flu,}. I ndlh01f _lnh,}nl I%'i Pil. III 7 
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ri~. 1 Uri'lhl\\rll: th .. 1101.11 III I\C' Illi IIw ~ ,lIul \\ i 
Trprt',c'nlru 1}\ do tre.lm to the I •• tnd Oil tile" '" d h.tll()\\ 

dt'prt""'i,i .. n In.lrk. its tUI.II'C' Ihruu~h 2;artkm:\ of Iht' 
rhunl\\.lrCllxluml.lr'). 

I'I~, '1.. ~()ulh ~1()n"1()1I: thl" moat prn.II)I~ I.l~ \\ilhilllh~' It'llC C'" C'xc'tV' llI1llle" E. 
h'fl( in~ oflht" ,",ofxi in Iht' SL I orner i .1 T('u'nt IXlUlld.H"\ .Ilteration 

2.;') 
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11101lmj... r,tthc..'! than (iwir moats. h)r instann" 'OT1l' of the moUn Ilt'sidt.' llwir rcspcnin' pari ... h 
dlllrrhn 111.\\ ht, the ra ... t1r built in 11-1-5 6 \\ithin sight of ' ''allingford by the Earl o[Clwslt'r 
•. ',10 Pt·rhaps Rc..'nn thought that straight-sided \\illl'!" defences w('n:' al\\ays iau'r than tlw 
:'\orlllilll pniocl .. \ lthough tht, t)pir.ll ~ormiln castle m~\y seem to bt, Oil(' like Plt'"hq with 
ih gn',lI ('linTel dry ditciws. \t't straight \,('t dtfi:nn's art' by no mt'an~ unknown. Tht') ran 
ht' f(Hl1ld len- t'x<lmplr al \ \ 'l't'ting :'\orfolk, OdilMIl1 li anh and Cardi .. lry Hrfcford-.. hir("t 
\ dn't' paralld ran be found ill till' plan of tilt' l'a tit al RamplOn Cambridgc ... hin· ,:1 huilt 

prnhahl) in II n a ... pan of a Ilt'l\\ork or l."tlt .. , to ('ontain Gt'oITrc') de ~Jandl'\ ill(' at 
Rilm~I'\ .\hhn. 

i, ,,'mtllt ,\/lJrfloll 

I'h1' la"h I l' not melluonl'd 111 .. lny of thc wnlll'lI SOUf<."l':o., but <l study or the mill' n'n"al, 
an {'ndosun' similar in 'hapt" ,md ,ilC '2.7:1 1M. , n«'arl~ 7 acres to thal al Brightw('11. rtw 
siH' t'ndoS('s a milllor hOllst" pan, or\vhirh ma} cl.lIt" hark to tlll'late: 13th rentury. 1. 

I ht, holl'ic' i, surrounded by a wdl prcSt:rwd mo.n of ullu$ual ,h"1pl'. Bqond this nlO.1I an' 
tht· [{'nn", Iht, plan of \\ hi('h 'lU~g("1S that tllt'~ mil\ \\t')) mark lilt' silt" of an olein, largel 
moat. !'.irl of lht.' nortllt'rn 'nlion o[ this t"ndo'lurc is dr,nib("d in tilt' ~ilt'S and ~ l onllmC'lll' 

"'lIn'l'~ a 1I>lIcm,: 'To the nonh of Ihe moat. but ("OIIIWl'lt'd to il, is .ulothl'f dry elildl. the 
purpI)'t' of \\ hidl i ... ob,cun' hut \\ hirh l11a~ ha\(" h('("n a fi ... h pond.' T hi, ditrh is about 'l'\ t'n 
~ arch \\ iell". It j, here suggested thill this i" till' remaining ,{'ction of till' I '2lh-('cl1lur~ moat 
On th(' {'iI,t side Oflhc t'nrlosUl't', thert' remains.t hank \\hkh mil} he Iht· inner edgc ortlw 
mOilt. In tht' ,outh .md wc,t the ground has 1>"t'll Illuch disLUrbed h) gT<l\cl workillKs, T hnt' 
arc tlUt·t' ditdll''i cOllllt'ning" tilt' two moah, 011(' has heen desnihl'cI ii' i\ hollo\\ \\<1y. !"Ill' 
olhn 1\\0 link Iht' nonhern rra~nll'nt o[ 'l11o.lt' to tilt' I1('W Ill(MI. lIot as dt'(·p i.I' Ill(' old 
'moilt'. T his clint'n'nrc is not notcd 011 tht' O,S, 11M». 

I"Iw l.lSlk I.f ht'n' i~ n'pn"l,ntC'd b} .1 rragl11t"IlI of llw l110at at ih 110nh-\\ C',t ('orner, pMth 

dnlHI\('d h~ tilt' huilding oftlw rail\\i.l~ in tilt' lCith (t'ntllr~. It li~" 10 tilt' ,outh oftl1(' road 
frolll tilt" \ ill.1gt to lht' dlUfl h, and to tht' 'Olllh-t'.I,( 01 th(' church, 

1) 1 Rt'lIIl \, ,man ("a,lIf In IInlaln l"hR" 2nclt·dn JlI7 ~ WI JIll" t ,\ tit' rdt'rn'd to Iwn' I nutll1.llh 
ull'lltilirci Oi'i ("III\\lll.lr"h C.\~d(' 

\"1 Unl\\ It .Ind ('. I , 'I d\ 1(11, '( "Iml" id~l",h in loal tll\\ l.rI .. "ur\I"\ ~ II". l'r "d"'~J if III, ( .a",bnrJ~t I"" Intl'lllflTWI 

\'lflt/) , h\ii 11177" WI 102 R.lI11ptoll. pp" 117 It 
111I'n I~ ,ltIulllt'r fortifkation .It Soulh ~lon'lol1" tnll,i'lin~ 111.1 d.lIlhllt"l'd mollt' III mound at Sl ,"IQHHn 

""itt"! 'lilil \lonllm('lIls '\0" ~6qH I Ill' mount! i, 11()li(('d b\ r;,1111.~. ('t/I/,lIanll1/!, II It I", nf(our,!", po sihk Ih.lllhi, 
mlJlI'ld h.ld ,I IJaII ill 111(' ,i(>~n Of\\.llliuf,{lilld. I,ul il dm', IlI)1 '1'1'111 11111(' (If tilt, ',IIlIt' ,,·.i(", .I~ lile' ollle'r, di,! 11 ("(I 
inlhi p.lpn, "hit It <1ft' r('marbhh ,imilal \0 1',11 h utlwr, 

InfUlITl.Iliolllrnm ~Ir>i ,\ram" '21 \1'1)\ \II'H" 
4 :\0\ lIoti, (·dln I\.in~ in hi ( ItfllarJJlm 
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Ikrl.. hift' Sill" and \lonuffirllh R,·wrd. :'\0. 211 :l.flf«)(K}; o.S. Gnd Rt"f"rl'nc c' , Sl 119Hh 
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Rl'i.,diIlK Castlt, is usually identified with lh(' mOlle, knm\ n as J'orbury Hill, close to lltt 
abbe) ruins. I'> . \ .., \vill be discus~cd belO\\, it is possible th,u this Cil~t1(' is referred to by 
mistake for Cholse)". The sole authority for connc:ning the castle \\ ilh the siege of 
\\'allingford is Roben ofTorigni. lie [ecords f()f the YCi.lf 115:,;111 

Solut,. nl It.trIUt" nb,idio quat' tir{a Walin!(don ordinalil fut'ral. rr~t· Stl'phano Cra\c'mI'IlS(' ~ub\{·rt("nt(· 
'am ,lI\nn prat"lt'rito familia duCl~ 1It'l1ri(i. 'llIM" \\'alinJ;t<,fort intult·b.lI. non oillm ta ltum Br('tt'\\t'llc' 

'1U1K1 diu I'll! impu/{na\(·ral. ,,'rum ('Ii,un (" .hldlum, quod n':>.: SU'plldIlU' nilltra ill t'l fa!> ert'Xeral apud 
.• bh.tti.un R.ldingi , IX" ,um-dcdcrat. 

1 hu tht, ,ic~(' of Wallimiford, whidl had 1)("1"11 ordtTcd bv "-iug Slq>lwn, \\ a.~ rail-td by lht' fall ul 

t\:1Tl/{. (.il.llfllllnurn, II. 
I, Olfr!1l.ua Roorr',lir -Tnn""n" lori~i in R Hm\It'1I (·d .• C."h'OI,i.Jtl u/lht R';gn' o/S/rphrn. Hrnry II. IlIII} R'(hard I 

RI)Il~ Ser. B:1. I I USC). I H. 
~II)\ ing tht' fOlnlTlit from aftt'r formt I() aH('r \·{(p~mrl. 
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(.Itl\\ tH.Ir,h j"or till' pn" IOU ... ~(".tr Dukl' Hc'nr)" ~.lrri nil \\ hi, h 01.( upit'd \\'allin~ord, had dt·$.tm)~·d uut 
nnh Hri'lhn\t'1I C.l~IIt". \\hi("h for a Inn't tilllc" ~1.Id 1)(,,('11 ht'''ln::ill~ IIwm. hut al,o tht" <'<1'11i \\hilh Kil\~ 
~II'I'IH 11 .H~·,liml.dl ril{ht ,md mnralil\. h,ul built .H ~·.Ilhn~\hbt'\. 

It ,.','I1l'. a prohlem \\ith this an:ollnt that \\hill' Olle ran rcc'ogJlUt' that cmoLlr:-; at Crow11lilr\h 
illld Hriglu\\cll haw' a ,imilar ii..mnion in the ('Onlaillllll'llt of " 'allingford, it is diffituh to fit a 
('it,tl.' at R('adin~ into this operation, ("speriall\' 011(' sli~ht enough lO he destroyed by tht.' 
,g:arri\oll ilt \\"allinKfilrd .• \s DJ Cathrart King- tomJlwnts, 'Slcpht"n\ H.'gn:tlahle l-a'iti.' ilt 

R('adill~ ("kilrl~ had nothing to do with t1w siege of \\"allingford'.11l Cro\\lnarsh is just il(TOSS the 
1"1\"('1 and Bright\\cll is \\ ithin thrcl' miles, \\ hill' R('ading is some fificrn miles away, the othel 
... idl' of t1w Goring Gap. Two pos<.;ihle means of resolying thb problem suggest Ihemsc1H's. 'I'll(' 
fin,t is that b) mentioning Brightwdl and Rcading- in the same ... ent('nc(~ Torigni gi\"es a faise 
impression of\\hal was happening. TIl(' serond is thin Rcading is a misUt.ke for Choise). 

I'his i ... a tempting suggestion, In this pafX'r it is <.;uggcstcd lhal on the Berkshire ..,ide therc wcn' 
thret' rastlcs; ol1r at Bright\velL anotl1(.'r at South l\lorcton. and the third \\ hich might h(" 
lorigni\ 'Reading C.!-slle·\ at Chob.ey. ,\Illhn.'c may not h,:1\'(" becn oJX'rationallOgetht'l: Cholsl>)­
possibly being sub..,tituted for South ,\ 10rt'IOn in 1 151 . if on(" WlTC to adopt lhe som('what ullsaf(: 
l'OUl"s(' ofhelil'\-ing lhallorigni\ omission of South :\lon'wn in his a('coulll "as accurate 

.\11 the rrfnenres to Reading Castle in this rOlHt'''t in the chronides deri\"(.' fi·om Rohl'rt 
of l(lri!1;"ni's rhronicle.I'I ,\ntonia Gran"dcll dt.'snihes him as 'a fanual and on the \ .. hole 
accurate historian'. -,'I and idt.~nliti('ation of Cholsey Castle as Ihe rastk dc.'<.;troYl'd by I Ienry\ 
garrisun in 11 y~ Illlist assume thai Torigni madt." a mi"tak('. For English i-dTairs l1'om 1 1 12 to 

1117 Torigni (it-p('nded on Henry of HUl1tinc;dnn\ , .. ork. rhcrraftcr he wrote, \\ithout it 

\\ I'ittell SOUrtT. "allnals compiled fairly rOI11l'mporalll'ou')ly with the {'yell!.,> ren>rded'.' 11(' 
did. how('\Tr, Ii\'(, in Francr. H e Wil'i Prior of Bel' Ii'om I I } 7 till I 154 \\'hen he becamc abbot 
or~ I()1l1 St. :\lichel. He died, still abbot, in IIRh. Ill' \·j ... itcd England in 1157 and 117:>,.h 
Cholscy \\as oWllcd by lhe ,\hbey of Reading, and was in the Hundred of R("aciing-. and a ... 
the C;.tSli<- "a" dosc to {he church, it is possihJc that lori,g-ni thought that Cholsey Ca ... t1e was 
artu,llly oil Reading, .md so "Tote as he did, 

,'('\'(Ttlwless it i<.; not n('('('<.;s'\I·) to suppose thi.ltlorigni was wrong:. ex('cpt to sa) that he 
on'riookrd the t'"i.slcnn' of on(' 01 t\\O castles, The c\.istcllrc of Choisey as a (-,astle mll"t 
... land or fall by the physical remains. and not h~ Torigni's e\·idellce, It must also he ..,aid as 
\\ ill ht.· su~.~e..,lt'd later l that Reading, at i\ distan(T of fifll"(,11 milt.>s, was not sO rar from 
\\-allillg;ford as to he irre!e\·illllLO thl" militan ",illlation there, 

1111 SI R\!U;' 

nw !1H'or~ of lht.' tcmporary and som('tlmes makr<.;hifi cilstles known ,'arioush- as sieg-<'- or 
fOl1Il1Cr-t:astics docs not seem lO ha\T b('cn workcd out with any thoroll~hness. The indt'xes 
of hook.., Oil ulsllcs and siege warrare usually han' ft,,, or no references to these fonifications. 
nw \Try terminology is uns('ukd. The '~ll't tht 110 ..,ieg-I.'- or t."IlUntcl'-castir has sun·in'ci ill II 

conditioll whirh might make it a touri ... t O1t1I"i.Ktion is probahly a major <:ause «)I' this lIegJnl. 

I h.ill~. ((/ltd/allllm. :-)117 
Curiolbl\ ,I J,tf('dl ~Ie~(' \\ih dr~lrilwd illlh(' UIWII/"'II "Mil/111m drllr/III ~1{",tlIx eel. L\ Homl. Roll, ~I·r. 1'\.1 

I Bhh IV, h .h 1.lkinll; platt' at Rl'adin~ in 1 :1'21. "hil h in I~II t tolll I'r tied HI'dli,rd C.bti!": KiJl~. (' /\/(/ltmum. I I 
\. (;ran .. d!·/I. 1Il,IonluJ Ilnlml{m FlI!!,1lllld. I jj() f J';07 Iqll,:lh:l. 
Ihid. 
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I;~. I. The sit"lte or,\rundt'l (:.\,111". IIO:! 1.lIld •• h<l\'l' 200 h. hatdwd. 

",vo main approachc..>s LO the subjC(,1 of cOllnter- or !\icge-rasties call be distinguished. E.S. 
Armitag:e, writing in 1912, noticed thm 1110st of the n'fcrt'llc('s LO siege-castles referred lO 

rastles "hirb wcre left behind by a besieging army to mailllaill a presence or an attenuatcd 
form ofsicgc, a siege that relied, for in<;;lancc, on starvation for its sucCl'ssful conclusion rather 
than on an assault. Their purpose was 'I1Ol aClUal allack, but to walch the besieged fort and 
prC\Tllt supplies frolll being carried in'. 22 Jim Bradbury, hmH'\l'f, concentrates on the ust' of tl 
... il'gc-casLic in the actual prosecution of a major sieg(' by a large force. iLS primary pUlVOSC 
being 'to protect the besiegers', though it could also he used to blockade a l'ilStlt-. 23 

Confusingl)~ i\lrs ,\rmitage refers to her castles, built at the expil)" of the active prosc("ution of 
a siege. a~ 'siege ca.!ttk's', while Bradbul)' calls his ca"~t1es, built for the siege. as 'coumer castk's'. 

Ift\\/o terms are needed, it seems sensible LO keep the nam(' 'siege-castle' for thos(' works 
thrown up during the active proseclItion of a siege, and 'counter-castlc' for thosc \ ... orks us{'d 
in opposition to an enelllY cas Lie, but not necessarily as part of an aCli\-cly oiTensive 
operation against it. All castles arc a defensive lanie, OUl some may be pan of an offcnsi\'c 
strall'gy. If one term only is needed for these castles. thell perhaps 'coulller-castle', bcing the 
1005('(" is to he preferred. 

22 L.S, \rmilagt". 1ht fAr{I' 'orman CaJtiti <iff/It Ontilh ilkl 191:1 ,In. Sl'(' 'lhoJ,C. Catlwart King-, Thl (;mtl, /1/ 

HII.!{lalld and II al<"l. In Intnprrtil"t Ihdory 1988', 31. For ,Ill apprt"( i;uion of ;"Ir$ Armitag-t'\ \\ork,j. Counihan. ';"Ir' 
Ella \rl1lita~e.John Ilorace ROllud. G.-I: Clark and Larl\- :\orman Cil,tln ' . .Inj{hl" '-",mlln Studl'f, \"ii I 98:1i, H H7 . 

J. Bri.ldbun. 1hr .\/rd;'!-aISu/:t 19921, q2 3. 
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hg.1. The l(ml,liT1mt'lllllfJ{,\JII~"\ \hl)(·~. 1111 1t:111and h.ttI-hc'd 

Returning- to a discussion of lht' occasion and liSt' of lIu's(' illrtifirations, it is not necessary 10 
dccide Iwt\\('cil ,\rmilage and Bradhl1r~ the diO'ere-nce b('tw(,(,11 them is largdy one or 
(·mpha\is. It is extremely likely thm all but lht' most self-confident force \\"mild erect SOIl1C sort 
or physical barrier bet\\,('t~n itsclf and the h('siq:~'('d castle as a defence against surpri..,(' alta<:ks 
b~ till' g-arrison. In lht' en'lll of the (."ommander or the bf'sicging forces \\ishing to lise the 
grcaln part of his army c1s('\\-hrfc. the building of a I{}rtifkation would enable .\ ll1u<:h smaller 
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I i't. h. '[ Iw ("ollIainment or Wallingford C;\'~llc II 16 53, ho"ing ar('a \\ ur WalJin/o;rord Road" trilCk.... .lIul 
mal"'ih~s .u ,hown inJ ROHlu('\ TofX'Xraphl(at SUfI'n. 1761 



\I\RI\. ~Pt RRLI.L 

Ii II I I 10 l,tli ~ Oil \\ hal would then 1)(" .1 mtlc h Inll~tT siC'~, .t ... it'gl' \\ hidl rrlit,c! Oil hlt.KLldt' 
and ... IM\ atlon r,lIhtT than a ,,~tUlt 01 intimid.uioll, hnlh or ,"m·h had (\ ~)potJl/'ji alrl'adj f:,ill'd, 

SIt'J>lwll .\lonllo. lilt' lilll"t \Hitn 011 lilt' ... uhin t. ' suggC"h tlMI it roumlT-ta .. tl{, ' .. c:ncd .l 
dllllblt· purpn " of n· ... 'rifling the Mti\ ilil" of tilt' t,'r~l't (,."tlt''s g.lni'ifHl, IH.'Ulralizing: it as .1 
tlm·t' ill \\.11, "nel pn,\"(,nting It)filging 1)\ thl' J.;".lni Oil OJ" lilt' in I rodlll lion offrt' h .. upplin; into 

1111' l.lrgt·1 r.bill "0 a, nC'lllu,llh w ,I.tl"\,' il into SlllT('llCIIT. Om' advantag(, or u .. in,{ 
l oUlller-c ."tlt- ... \\ a ... that it ;.\111)\\(,<1 pnN'( Ulitlll Ilf tile' 1)lm k.leit- \\ ilh a minil11ll111 or mfn, 
k.l\lIlg Ihl' hulk of till' king's .tfltt\ flTt to I11m(' .tg.lill ... t Oth"1 t.lrgl·h". II,' ",'('m .... to upport 
\ I r... \rmil.l)!,"·s "Illph~l'i'. But it i, lik"h tlMt "\('I ~ ,i"Kt·- III I OUlHtT-("a,tlt' wa, ("OIhlnt("{t.'d 

\\jlll ,'111 Ill' CHitt'l" oj till'", PUlP')'" .IS Ihc' plinl.tr~ ClIlt', thc' '('("(md nnl ht'ing- nc'n·ssi.ll"il~ 
ext luded. I" ~t {Tn.lin t'\,t('111 Ill(' ,ilill~ or till' (Ollntn-l"ilstI" i~ i.l guide 10 it... primary pUrpO"l". 

Sl('gr {',btlt's havC' het'n !"('conkcl dCh(' to the: bt'sil'~c'd ("",it-. Ill-. Renn- t'slil11<ll('d Ihat tht' 
optimum dist.IIl("(' \\~ls IH,t\\t't'n 1\\0 ,tn<l Ihn" hundred \,lrek but rl'l'ognizt'S that "'Olnt' \\('n' 
111l1( h funhn .l\\~l\. \t RodwsllT, ,dH'H' tile' (".I .... tll· \\~t ... hniq~C'd in IOB8. lht' ,icgt' ("'''11,,, Boll'~ 
IIiB W~1'i huilt .,lmo'l adjoining lilt' ('IH'I11~"" lill"liliC".uiol1. .\1 Corrc', I'Clrth\\ork. .... , i<it-mifil'd J~ 
.1 ,it'gr-t .tslil' t'ITlll'd during- Stq>lu'J\'" un",uu'c,,,rul ... ie'~t' III' I I :{q, lit' '-tUlle tOo \ ards from tilt' 
("."tI" In Iluming-cioll. proh.thl~ during.t It'gl ill tht, 1170,.t ic·!!;(·-r.tslk "ao,; nmo,;lrunl'd 
""OIlW 20U to mo ~.Inl .... from tht' c.l Ih'. \\'(WIt Ilrnry I 111 1101 mo\"t'd Oil from tilt" ,ic'g-,' tit 
Bridgl'llonh }1(' Idl hc:hind d .... in~t·-t ,Istil' ~tI (»)dhlln, ~lh()UI ,1 milt' rr-om tilt' IK,ic'g-t'd c .lslh-, 

Ihl1ugh Rc·nn W)lt" .tnothn sit'~( t~"llt·.ll.1 di,t.1IH t' (If l-)O \.lrcl . 
I hl'll' \\tTI' .11", til(' rl)\Intc'l-t~htln \\hil h \\ould 'ITI1I to hit\(, liltle' 11.111( lion in tht'.1( li\I 

1>Tll'itTUlillll 01 ., hll)( kadl' 'I h('\ ~"T hllilt lOll [II .'''.n III PU'\C·llt all\ ""Wn', heing t.lkc'l1 into 
tilt" I. ",tit .• IIHI "Till r,Hhl'!" to cldC:l1d ll'l l.lill 1.ll1d .... frlll1l r.tiding \\ hirh might ht, l.lrrit'd Oll 
11\ tilt' g-al ri,ol1 oj" tilt" ('IWI11\ ("a~II(' 

IIc'un "s ,in.!;!, C)(" .\llIndt'I, "hirh I.l~tl'd lin Ihn',' 11111111h ... in II()~ <lnd ('11(1('(1 in tilt' 
~.IITi ... on I"equntill,l!; pnmi"illll "ftllt'il lord til .... unt'ndlT .I'i Ill" could not rdi('\c thl'lll, I 

prel\ lel," ,til t'x<llllple' of tht .. iling ,)1' nlllllU'r-( .Isllt',. "11111 \\Jth lilt' prioril~ or blorking Ihc' 
\\,1\ 10 Ih(' l'IH'Ill\ ("'1-..tl(' and '(Hnt· \\ilil Ihl' priol"i!\ or ddl'lIdilll!;" land. RohtTl dc' Ikll{'I1lt'\ 
("" .... tl" \\il\ in n·lwllioll .lgain,! 1 h'm~ I. .lIul 111(,,1 of" thl' c'~lat('s in till' an'a Wt'lT hc·leI of 
Rllht'l"l. \\ itlt thl' ('x("('ptioll or till' hi,llOP of Chi("hl',uT" nt.tIt'.' ("(,Iltreel Ull his manor at 

\ III hl'l 1('\, which \\<lS nol ~t'l Iflflilic'd, ,lIld.1l .\ldinghollrJI(", I \\hkh \\a .... pmh.l!>h not jC'! 
lilr1ilicd t'ilhtT, nll' hishop \\,I"IIl\.d to 11(,1l1"~ I 

~ \1111111", II nl u"d h 11/& \, ILin II"d'll I"lil JI 11 
I U R, 1111 "p. 1\ 11011' h 1118 
r;,ill~ ( kfLanum ) L~ t 
1(,111\\"11 R,tlkh,II11B.IIIJ..,llIdl.,l1i1ml'lk 'If'\ I,ll II/ (flrlill I",iii I'lL! Ihll Hh."1 p. Ill' 

'pl<.cil1~ \1 tI1ll,I~" J-'.drl \ rm n (a,II, 'III: J{,I\ .• I ( '1IIlIllh'l<lIl 'III Iii \CIIII.11 '\1"11\11111"11" 1,1I~1.lIld ill""' /)"1 1 
111. Ilh, '\n, I ill. 

1"(1/ I/lmllll ·{,nlllft. i I!lll> lml 
"lilt.:, ( L,/d/lll/UII/. l:!i R"IHI, "P' I it 1111(1 h, 111 ~" ,d~o 11'11"111 lutli .. ,. ( I ... -\\i" P.lin'e1lllol(t·, III L.1~r 

<:hdhlll'lllt.:h 1)'11 "I. /1,,(,,1/ .11,/ttI ,I. UrI ()II. /ll/llIIt .',TII ;!1I'1 ''111'1 1.-)') 71. \,h,'I,' [111 wl.!I·-r,t,llr i~ ju,1 olllni 
110\\ ,hot.1t lin llll"lll'S, .uld I>J BOI'I"·\ ,11111 ( J l)wlI1 'I ,1I111\\'1I~' .1,111" ,I lid .... ttlt-ll1r·Il\.1I I I,Ll)) 11'.1(1 \l.u,II.III 
Bl"lk,hin" ibid I H H.' 

()Id,'ilt II \i(,lIi J-~r/""/Ii/((/IIII\/{I/ ... 1. ,Ill!! Ii. \1 (:hilm.t11 1111)'1 7'2. \111. I). JII/:,!O .III'!.') But .... l· _,hi) ~ 
\Iorilio. Jliufill' IIlId" 111 .llIgIQ \mlll'" IIl11g II i, \\lIn '1l1.Cj.(1 ,I Ih,l\ Ih, I.bll!- !rlilll ,Ill ,!',.lLllt. 

1111.1 di'III,~illn I ... 1.( \1 ,lILel \ BIt\\ II"! 1111, ('''1''1' (,llk\ldilTt.(hnllrtU'. SU"I'''.' \.r \ '."/tlrol 
( Il II TI \ \ ii 1111.'1 I II ~'l I hn Ill< lUI< 1",\ "till \\h,11 1,11'1 d,iCl ·plnh.lhh dllrin~ till I'pi,. "1M It· "~f ~dlrid d,' 
l,tUU',II)') 17p.lhh Ihn I.llt 1\(I\\"\tl.III.1I111 111\,Iilllh.IlIIi".hlk\\.1 huill,lIIdo\\IlI'dh\tI)t"hi,hnp 
.. t ( Iw hlSlt r ill 1111" lir I 11,111 III rill 1\\ t lllh (I'lIl11n 
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Counter· or siegc-rasties han' been suggestcd for site'S dominating fords o\'er thl' riH,)" 
,\run at \\'arningcamp in the parish oj" l.\mimMr and al Ford in Ih(' parish ofClimping . 
. \ 1 \\'arningramp the'rt, is a 10\\ platform, embanked on olle ... ,de.;' while at Ford there i!oi no 
more." than a firld c .. tl!rcl ~ I oulll i'ield a common dt· ... i~laliun appafently for a field in 
which .l molH' i ... 10 hr found but \dlt'TC' lht." ..,ilt' of an~ ('., .. tle ha ... been dcstro)ed b) rin'r 
('mhankmelll<;' and raih\a) comlruflion, ' I·hne i .. a third ca<;,tie on Ral kham H ill, 1 some ,~ 

mile,,; from Arundel Cast!r a~ the crem nit'S, and m·erlooking .\ mhcrlry. Cathcan Kin,~ 
'iU~gt" ... ", that theft' m<ly han' bern OIlwr ca .. tlcr;, too. \\ '.uning(amp i ... a mile from .\rundel 
Ca!'ltle; Ford i<;, near!) thrn' miks, but hoth would han' prr\"('med excursions from Arundel 
along the coastal plain to the east. Ra{"kham I fill ('ommanded the road to the nonh. and in 
pilrtkultu (0 lilt' ('pi!'lfopal eSlate ..... It Ambt'r1l'Y. ~othing has hithnw been suggested ror sites 
of ~it'ge-t·'hlles on the wc ... tl'rn approarht's to .\ runcld Castk. but it may be that the fastlt, al 
,\ Idingbourlll' o\\"rs it!. origin lO this campaign, ,\ fastle here would hi.l\"c protected both tht, 
hi ... hop"" t'Slille ... at Aldinr{hournf' and hi~ caLhrdral and palarr in Chicheslf'r, 

Thu .. lht· fOUlllrr-Ci\stlr .. al thr I()rcls ()\'('r the Arun. do .. e to the enemy casllc. ha\'(' the 
apprarann' or hi.l\·in~ bcen built primi.lril~ 10 pn·\'('nt supplit· ... being taken into the rasdt,. 
Lmd to l·omain it. whilr the outcome of the o:lmpaign \\as clt'cidcd clsewhere, Tht' other t\\O, 
more distant ca!'llks, had as thrlr prima~ purpo..,t· thl' drlcnct" of friendly territor) from the 
t'11l'my\ raid ... but. of course. the~ al ... o fu)c'd oUlthal t('rriwr) .\S a '\ourCf orhis supplies. 

~('\l'rthrl(' .. .., th(' da.s .. ifiGHion of t·oUTller-(:astks by mean ... of thl'ir distance from the ('nem) 
l·a.stle is not .. traighlfon\ard. Con'\idrrable dbtann .. s ha\·r b(,rn recurded bt'lwC'rn c;:Ui.t!cs \\'hich 
\\ere inH'riockt'd ('ithrr against cilch olhn or in mutual ... upport, rhe (;'.11a Slpphani gi\·c ... sl'wral 
('xamplcs of long--db,lanct' ... urn." iJIann", In II :l9 I lt,nt~\" ell: Tracy, acting on Slcphrn\ l>ch .. \lf, 
atlarkl'd DUlister Castle and checkl'd lilt' raids of it!'. garrison rrom a base as far away as 
Barn ... tapk. SOIllt' thirtY-<SLx mile ... :lh AWtin. in 1138. \\ hen Stl'phen propost'd hllildin~ a (astir 
hefl)IT Ilarptrt'(' CalOtir \w.\lellum praf-llrUf1(\, his aeh'isor ... pointed out that the garrison at Bath 
could cqudlly wcll kccp tht' t'nclllY in rhed. (i:ramTf). 'c'Spec-iall) bC("(llI'i(' thcre was a "hon and 
easy journey bctwecn the twO strongholds'. I. 'I 'he journey \\ ilS one of fifteen miles, Dcvizes was 
uscd ilS il base against Trowbridge at a distanrl' of ten milrs in 1139,"U! In II ~I ~I atilda 
proposed building a son of ami-!'Iirgr castle. to protcct \\'inrhrMc.'r. at \\,ht'rwell. some six mill's 
i.l\vay a(·cording to thc author of th(' C{'\ln ,"'/ft,ham I" hut 111 i.lrtllal (au trl1 mile .... 'thill lherrhy the 
kin~\ fOln's mig-Ill mon° cil'\il) Ix- held in (·hcck ,men-millr) ilnd supplks brought into the city in 
mOrt' aci<-qllillc qllantitit,s'. J'herc w(,re also (\\in (astlt· .. at CriclJadc and Purton \\·ilL,\", Llhout 
fiJUr mile .. apart , 10 and perhap .. at I.idell'i.l and F..lrnlMm, il .. imihu di<o;lillKr from r(\eh OlhC'T. i 

.\I.IP rd, lQIHUOhH: CUn.\t'II , 'R,\('kh,11l1 H.lIlk', 11-10; Kin'!;. l.r'I/tlll1num, In, 

.\1,111 n·r I Q 110101:1: (:un.\t'n. 'Rdl Imam H,lIlk', tHO. '\"1) n{)tin· h.,. Killl{ . 
• Thu\( KIIlJit; Cun.\(·n dt'~lTil)(', thr rt'l1lailH .1~.1 'lll.ll1 \Hllli.. 'iOn ).Ird, from tht' ri\t·r, 'consi~tin~ of a rai<'(·d 

mound. which \\,I~ surl"()ulltkd I~ .1 \.dlum and.1 ff)"c·' .• mel Intc-rpn·h il ;I~ ';1 dl"lc',,,i\l' \\ork' 
~I.IP n·r. TQ0:lO I 2:1: CUn.\{'II, 'R,n·khalll ll.mk', 16B 1f!:1; h.illJ{, (;(IIlrllorlU/", pp. IH ~ , 

:56 (;fllll Sit/lhan;, A:1I:i. 
(;Old Sull/lOm, h8/'1; Kill~, C.lu/dlanum. In, ~I.IP n,r S' I ;"}(} i':'57. 
(,nla Slt!,lltIfII, 'Ib/7. 

! (;/ lin Sif/"wn!, 1:30/1 
Kill~, GI.I/rllnrillm, :187, 501. ofTn~ m.ld Bourlon .1\ ,m ,lIlnll,lt;\(· itknlific-.ltion to Purtall, ,\I ,I di~('ln<l" of 

Mmw t\H·l\c' milt .... 
l.i<lt·k.1 h.1 bN'1I idnU;lit·d \\;th B,lfk~ POUllel IhrtT milc 01 Mlln tile" \H·~I of Farnham: DJ,C Kin~ and D, I 

Relll! 'I.idt'lt'a Ca'tif' d ~URt:t' .. tt'd ;dl'ntilkatiou' , IIItll/lloruJ .7"'Ullfll, ') I 11171, .In I-:l. One of til(' author, 
IwsitilliUl1' ahout tilt' idrntifitatioll i<; lht' prnxil1lit} (II" LlrIlh.uTI (,,1 tic' I hi pro"'il1lil~ 1H'('d nm b<. an niJj('uioli 
t)(·( <11"(', a~ \\to ha\I' 'I'('n, a p.lir of (·a~tks \\a.,.1 reI o'tni.fl'd Irollnt) 



2li8 H\RK SPCRRELL 

rill' largest network of counler-castles recorded seems to have been lIlal surrounding 
Gt'ofTrq dt ~Iande\'ille in his base at Rams(') ,\hbey in 11+2 3:'~ The Cesla SttplinlIi' gi\'rs 
liS till' rationale of these castles. rhr king 'caused ("astlrs to be buill in suitablt' plan's, and, 
placing garrisoll"- in them to oYcraw(' the marauders, he ' ... ·('111 else" here to attend to other 
matLt'r:-.', Lethbridge. who commenh Oil lh(' soulh-('astcrn s(,ctor of the encirclement. 
su~n.~('Sh that the network may ha\'t~ ex(euded as far i.\:) " 'i.sbeth, Thetford and \Vrcling all 
castles aire-ady built. GeofTrt"y\ operations l'xl<.'lIdrd beyond Cambridge LO ~lildenhall in 
SuO()lk, and he \\as in (:ontan with Earl Hugh Big-oel who maintained cast Irs loyal to 

:\latilda in Ea~1 Suffolk. II It :-icems, hO\\('ver, a lillie exaggeratcd to desnibe taslles in 
:\'orfoik or Suffolk as COUll LeT-castles LO Ramsey. A sllIdy of the earthworks in 
Camhridgeshire, as shown in The riC/Drill COUlI{)! fluID!)',I'I :-iuggrsts lhal CaXlon, RampLOn, 
Burwcll and Bassingbourn may well havl' all been builL as pan of Slepht'n's campaign 
agaiml CrolTrry de r..landevilie, and combincd with cxisting raslies at Cambridgr and Ely. 
rhe whole series lay no nearer thall fifteen miks from Ramficy. 

\\'c might dcfine a roulller-castle clS a casl\(> , .... hos(' ('rrtLion or use is determincd by the 
pn'SeTllT of an rllrmy stronghold in the \-idnity. From a tankal poilll of \-iew thrrr types or 
counter-c3stir can be distin~ui"h('d, thoue;h Lheir functions often o\'erlap. Fir'a, there are 
those rasLlt's buill to defend thr anacke-rs during a short "iegc which relied, tor instamT, on 
a:-isauh for ih tinal outcomr. Second, Lho:-;c ca"tles \\hirh wrre left behind by the.' main 
iutacking force to reduce thc C)l<'my casth' by, for inSlante, staryatioll. Third. those.' rasti('s 
\\hi("h WCft' buill to c011lain or neutr;.-tiizt' th(' hostile potential of an enem) ("astle, but 
\\ nhOlI1 any immrdiatc plans for capturing it. It" fatc would often be decided b) (hr succcss 
or t~\ilurl' of operation:; carried out ri'-ic\ .. herc. 

rhrs(' funnions might oyerlap \\hrn, a" at .\rundeJ for example, the primary ohj('oin' 
\\a~ to neutralize the- castie until thr issue of the campaign should be drcidrd r\scwhcrc. 
\\'hen' .. \:'. .\Idingbollrne and Rarkharn Hill w('n' pureJ) defemiH' of the lands of the ,llli('s or 
the anacker, the c1osl'-up castlt's at Ford and \\'arning<:amp, as v'o·dl ilS deft'llciing (itt' 

('oll J1lrys icie to thr t'ast of .-\runcle\. also \\('akclll'cl the ~arrison b) prc\"Cntin.~ supplics bring 
carried in , 

It will be se('n from the foregoin~ analysi ... thaL Cathcart King 's judgement that ·Ste.'phl'n's 
regrettabk castie at Reading clearly had nothin~ to do with the sirgr of \\'allin.gforc1'lh 
~hould he re-examined, On the Olhrr hand Slade \ explanation is capabk of refincm('nr.' 
1(' suggests that 'Oxford Castle checked mO\"(,I11CIllS from \\'allingford to the north. and it is 
probable that Crowmarsh Castle, imperlinK lllon'n1{'nt to the east. was ... till malllH.'ci .• \1 
some lime.' Stephen had built a ("astle 10 tht' we"t ilt Bright\\ell; and in 1151 the st'rics \'o<lS 

completed to the south by tht" ("on'itrll("lion of a royal castle in tht" grounds of Re.·ading 
, \hl>(.'\ .' 

4 SCI· lur d di~{'u~~iotl uf Ihi, netl\{nkl.( L(·lhhlidgC'. EXr'I\.lIioIlS.1I Bun,,:·1 1 C.htk··, J·f/JurdinJ!.J (11th" 
(.{/lIIhnde,tl/llrl' .1"flqrwrlllTl \u(il'(}', xx:\\-i 19:Hj,. 1'1.1 :n lit- prupf)~t'S r.i~tl{"S at BurwdL Rampton, C.lluhridltt" 
IllIllIin~don. I tWiford, Ely, <lnd probably.1t \\"i~h(·th. hC't\.;l'llh.tlll ,me! \\('(,tini\'. nF. Renn. op, lil_ nOlI' Ii. 
,u~gnh BUI"I\(·Il.lIId l,ide;'II{, {'o\'('rin~ tht' hknidd \\',I}, (:i\xIOIl on tilt' Ermint' Sln'l'I, .mel R.Lmptoll 011 the I,t'll 
C.tll~n\,ly ttl tht" hl(· of Ll\ from RiI!ll~t'~. 

I (;tlill Sit/IlIUm. Iii 1/.)_ 
I I R II C. Ddl'j,. h,,,,f!, Sitphro. 1135 115-1 ,5rd (·«lll. I <iqO AU 1. 

(W Phjllip~ in 1."(,,11. Cambndgf.lhITf ii l'IIA, lh, 
Kine:. {,uI/,lIarium, 5hi 

I st.ulC'. -W.1l1ill~urd c:.htk'. -w , 
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. \1 \\'allingford abo\"{" ri~. 6 dl(' two sil'gc.'-Gu,tles left behind in ) 139 \\Cfe cOnSlfU(u:d as 
castlt· ... iTllcnch'd to defend a besieging finn.' hoping to sulxill(' it. castl<.> quickly. \\'hen Irft 
bt'hind \\ ilh smalkr garrisons dlCY 'H'fe nm \\(,11 fittcd for the function of prosecuting i.\ 

prolranrd ... iege. One. in a cOllYcrlcd dHm:h, ,.".\S dcstroyt'd almost before the main fOf("(, 
was nUl of sight. The Olhcf was destroyed the next ycar by forres under the command of 
Roben. Edri or Gloucester. It is d('ar that lh('ir function had nOl bren properly thought OUI. 

In II l6 thnr was an aborti\"(~ siege.' of \\'a llingford Castle using Ihe forces of Rannulf, 
Earl nf ChC!'ItCf, during \\hich a strong (<lsLit', ca~tfllum illf.,puRnabile,"s "as built at 
Cro\\manh. anoss the ri\"cr oppositr \\'allingford Castle.'. The building of this castle.> \\<1" 

probahly ar[ompanied by the cOl1!'1truuion of castles on Ill(' w(,SI('rn side of the ri\"er. 
(T('atinJ{ a hoslilr ring of ra"ides arollnd \\'allingford. This tinll' th(' strategy seems to han' 
1,(>('11 hcw:r thollg-ht out, for the.' (ontainme.'nt work('d lInlil 1152, \\.lwl1, emboldened by a 
prriod of inarti\-ity on Stephen'S part, the garri"ion broke.' out and destroycd Brig"htwcll and 
'Rt'ading' lor prrhap" rather Cholse) Castles, 

C(,()\\l11ar'lh l-onstiluled an afliv('" and imm{'diatc threat 10 \\'allingford Castle, and it. 
captun' was thought n{'c('ssary in I I Yi to r<lise the third siege, By then it had bet'n 
ilugmentrd in 1152 by a second, ackal1("r, ra')tle on the hridgt, itsrlf~ perhaps a hundred 
yard!'l from the casLle walls, \"hich was part of Stephen's siege works, The chronicles art" il 

littlt, Jl11higuous, but it has been suggestt'd that ther(' Wi1S also a siege-castle constfllcled 
out.,id(' thl' main entrance of \\'allingford Castle.~~ Thi ') t'a"t1e would haH' bern In 
substillilion f()r thr de lruction or Brightwell and Chalsey, 

Bdore 114-5 \\'allingford Castle wa.' the t'aSlernmost ~lronghold of a wedge of territor) 
,,,Iidh hdd and ""rndin~ back to Bristol. .\fter the fall of Oxford Cast'" in 11+1 and of Ill<' 
Glstl<.'!i to tht, "cst af \\"allingford 'Such ~L' Faring-don in 11-~5. \\'allingford became an isolated 
~lronghold , alld remained only as a propaganda ad\-al1ta~t' ;.mel a local nuisance, Len to 

it~{'lf it would han' heen able to control the tcrritOry around it to a distance, in some 
dirc("tiolls perhi\p~, or fifteen to twenty milt'~. \\'ith a cordon of c.:a'lles, such as Bright\\."{'11. 
SOllth ~lort'lOll and Cholsey, and, Oil til(' cast bank, Crowmarsh, foraging and pillaging 
would bl'('ome, in King's words, 'dangerous or impossible', \Vallingford Castle would be 
nC'utrillizl'd, but nm in any way threatt'ned by lhe we!tlcrn castles unless the situation Ia.o;; tcd 
IOIlt{ t'nollgh to exhaust liS plentilul provPilons, ('he ahandonmrnt or the siege in I I Hi was 
prohably the t'\'clll which occa~ioned tlw construction of tll('st' u)untcr-c<C)tles. 

\\'ith rt'g-ard to Oxford and Rrading though it is not knO\\-n when the lallcr castle \\i.tS 

built. tht, rin1{ of ca,,1Ie, around \\'allingford mran" Ihal Ihey \\()uld hardly han" hel'n a 
nl'("('ssar) part of the containment, but, as \\c hm"e seen, the~ \\'ert' ne\'rnhcless close enough 
to \\'allingford fourteen or fiftcen miles to makr it nt'C'(' \ar} to include them in <lny 
l"dkulation\ "hidl the garrison or il relic\"ing forte might milkt'o 

It ,hould hr noticed that the castles east of \\'allingford, and Crowmarsh Castle in tilt' 
west, W('rt· much stronger and larger than the usual sicg('-ea~t1('\ which was, in King and 
RClln 's words,',() 'intended for ha !'lty construction, immedialc usc, and fairly early 
abandonment', ("he bishop of \\'illt"hcster's ta~t1es besieging Lidelca \\ere only "omc cighty 
[('t't in dian1l'ter and probably con')istt'd of a low cartll\\ork and ditch urrounding an 
inh;:\bilCd area. Brightwell. South ~Ioreton and probably Cholse) W('f(' all much larger and 
morc p<'fmanent affairs, designed to laM on'" some year." and Brightwell was judg"cd wonhy 

Brllt) "I' ll lilltill~don, lIiJlory. 1i9" 
SI.I(Ir, ·\\.lllill~ford Ca\t!e', II. 
King alief R("'lIl, ' i .idel('" Ca~tlt-', :Jo:t 
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of (kSlrllllion in 11:'2.'1 rht:y \\t'r(" hO\\ot'\'('r. comparahk in size to th(" Cambridg<'shin­
l'()ulltt'r-(,i\qk~ discussed abo\'(·. h 11M) b(' that L1w lilr~(' areas c'-'ncloscd by Lh(' moats wert' 
intenelt'd for the 'ial<:- kt'cping of caule; castk .... of a ... imilar 'il.(' ha\'e been nmcd d'i(,\\ hrr(' 
<lila thi ... funnion sll~.~(·sl('d for tlll'lll. 

rhl' di ... tann' of thl' Bri~ht\\l'lI. SOllth \lon'wll ilJld Cholst') ·sicge-caslk:-;' .• mel the 
rd<lliol1ship or 1\\0 of them LO the lands of Stephen's known supporters, slIggrsl that lht') 
\\ lTC' built at a time whell a :-;il'gl' \\as not (ol1u-'mplau.·o, but was iJ1(('nded a .... <1 mcthod of 
c\t-f(-nciinA the' ... mJ"Ounding- rountryside li'om lhl' ckpre<ialioJb or the 'hl'sie,l'{t'd' casllc', Tht' 
\l'ilr II Ih rcmains a suitable dale. Iwcaust.' then would haH' I)('('n sufficient manpow('r in 
tilt, district to undertake tht" work. 

I'll(' logic of the sites chosen for the ("<-lslks ("an be 1()lIowed. In til(' siegr CrO\\marsh Cast!!" 
the most olTrllsiu'ly positioned orthe srries, perfbrlllrd the funttion of guarding tht' bridge 0\."('1 

tilt' river, and thus (he road lO Henley, '.\!ld cOlllmanding the river bank opposite the 
\\·'lllingJ()rd Castle, clilling off the rastlr Irom Chfordshir(, 10 the cast and prt:'\·e11ling raiding ill 
lhilt dirc<:lion. The riwr ilcted .. \.s a ~reat barrier, \\ hirh at onc(" was a drfen("(' for \\'allingl()rd, 
hut had lhe di'iadv<lmage, from the point of\·it.,\\ of the \\'allingford garrison, orfi:m·ing- raiding 
IMnic':<! to (Tnss i( al til(' brici.g-r which was dominatcd by the g-arrison ofCrO\\lnar-.h Caslie. 

Bri.ght\\cll was largel) owned by thl' hishop 01" \\'inchestl'r, at this time Henry of Blois, the 
king's brother. III..' had earlier complailll'd ill 11 l:2 or 1113 LO Brian rilZ-COllnL. the 
«ul1mandn of \\'allimiford Castle, .lholll till" latter\; dcpn'o.nion .... 1 Brighl\H'1I C~lstle 'Cl"\t'(\ 

.lS il protcTtioll le)r his lands in particular, and. ilS tlH' road from \\·allingford lO .\bingciol1 and 
Oxford passed just to the north of the ,·illag-l', 1"111ds funhe'r afield ' .... er(' cut niT from 
\\·allin.g-f()rd Castle or at least the' bril1~l1g- of ... poil back to \\'allingford was rendered dillicult. 

IL is po""ibk that a direct road from \\'allin.g-J()J"d to \\'~lntagc used to pa:-;s through South 
\iorelOll , whirh might aCCOllnt for till' pH'sl..'nU' of a (()I·tress here .. \ :-. has been noted aboH" 
~oulh ~IOITtoll Ca:-;tle i:-. either a fourth castle ()\"('dOOKCd b) rori~ni in his account, 01' else it 
m,IY be il prcrkn.'ssor to (;hol'i('). abandoned \\hen tht' g-animn l1lo\"{~d to Cholscy. Possihk 
ITit 'iOns II)!' such a I11mT inrludr that bet that Choisey was further from Brightwcll and more 
ill the middle urthe gap bct'V{'CII BriJ:?;ht\\"cll and the ri\"('1' 10 the- south of\\'allingford. 

riH' road to Reading 110 doubt WTIll throug-h Cho1 ... t,\ in the 12th cenlur), but its l"OUi"S(' 

cannot now hI' cktermined. Tht' pn'sent road hUIIl \\·allingfnrd LO Cholscy is a 'ttraighl 
I ~h h-u.'lllury meld helcJre (he construction of \\ hirh tiWrt' was IlO ... uch dirc("( link. ·,1 • \ ("asLit­
Iwr(' \ ... ould <11't0 S(,ITt' to prott.'t"! the (''tlatc'! or the ahb('~ oj" Reading, \\ hich O\\lll'd Ch()I ... ('~ 
<inet W .. iS loyal to S((.'phe'n. This lann point mil\ ,\cll han' bcrl1 lh(' dominant n'asol1 for tlw 
mon' fi'OIH South \lore1Ol1. ifmon' tht.'IT \\a .... 

linally. the buildin~ of Sl. .\galha\ dlUrrh \\ithin the moal aL Bright\H.'1l 'iuggests thaI 
Bi 'ihop Ht'nr~ of Bioi ... had iocas of n'fortifyillg Bri~ht\\"t'll Ca ... tle and of making it it 

pnmallt.'llt ("ouI1H'f\\"('ight to \\allillgford Ca'itic, which he preslll1labl) heli(>n'd \\(Htld 
n·main a Ihn'at (0 his posscssions. 

I ()ri~ni, UIIO/I/(II. 171. 
III Renn. 0Jl. ("il. nOll' h. III. pUh lon\,If(I.I~ ·m()n~·, \\ltl1 ,I I.trgt· (·lHlo~un·. po~sibly 1(lr ("<.Ittk' .\lell-H()1t 

'(IIth.lllt' Ilaiin and Ila\\ridKl· in :)~ol11tTs(·1 P'TSUIllOlhh 11 .lill" (;Ios. and 11 .1\\ridgr BUlb King. 
( III/rlitmum. 27. I B 1. till' 1.lttl'r dr~("fil)t'd ,I~ 'rille; \\(111. (lilt h 1).11 tl~ \\1 I \,,·a \"t·n larl.\"(·' . • lIHI Illpt·liITt· '()rJ...~. 

II " .. (: 1).\\ ". I kill \ nI" Bioi, and Uri.IIl Fill-CoUIlt" FIIl!hlll II/I(umaf RI" /( XX\· t q I [) . 2'17 m:t l:iH·' tilt" 
\(·XI tlflll! (''it h,lm;t· 

J Ronlllt". J /"1' ')!,Ifljllll{(li .\ur ":1' flthr (./JIW!) 11/ /J"h 11/ Frc,h/fffl .\h'd, 17hl tli~ mill' ~hm\\ that th .. pn·,(·,H 
1I1.lilllO..Id from \\.llIine;fiml to Rt'adinl: '·Xi'!ld I" t ilil 


