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INTRODUCTION 

It was fitting thallhe first volume ofOxonimsia, published in 1936, should contain an article 
on Oxrord's patron saint by the leading Anglo-Saxonist or the day.' The rough handling 
which Sl. Frideswide's I'ila received there from Sir Frank Stcnlon is all the morC' 
unfortunate, for it has barred it from serious anention for haIfa ccntury.2 Stemon wrote of 
Fridcswide:3 

No malerials for her life were available 10 the first gt:neralion of AnghrNorman hagiographers , and the 
earliest ",rilef 10 sketch the oudine of hef legend is the historian William of Malmesbury. wriling shortly 
before Ihe )ear 1125. According 10 him, Frideswide: was a king's daughter, sought in marriaRc by a king 
from "hom she e:scapM, al first imo a namel"s woodland refuge:, and Ihen imo the town of Oxford. Her 
pursu('r was struck with blindness as he approached the gates of the town, bUI was soon restored to sight by 
her intercession, and sh(', freed from his importunities, proceeded to found a monasu:ry in Ih(' IOwn, where 
she Spc.1l1 the rest of her life. It is a meagre Story. and the men oflalcr generalions "ere not sa tisrJ(~d with il 
Ikfo~ the end of the thirteenlh cenlurl'. FridQwide had been provided with a falher named Oidanus and a 
mOl her named Safrida; lhe king .... ho pursue:d her was ca lled Algar, and the place of her final relirtmtnt 
was changed from Oxford 10 a ntighbouring wood calltd Thornbury, afterwards known.u B",~)' Thert is 
no ~ason to think that thest details rep~Knt any real tradition; the personal names in the 5101) show Ihal 
it cannot have been wriuen down before the laiC Iwelfth cenlUr)". and carry no suggesuon Ihat it comes 
from any older sourC('. It clearly stands for an allcmpl to KiV(' some appc.arance of substance to one of the 
most nebulous of English monastic legends 

This verdict rests on two assumptions: lhal the detailed "ila is a mere embroidery of 
Malmesbury's simple narrative; and that this embroidery occurred in the 13th century 
when all things pre-Conquest had grown dim. The second assumption is simply wrong: the 

I F.M. Stcnlon, 'S1. Frideswide and ht'r Times', OXOfllnlS,Q, I (1936). 103-12. 
2 E.F. Jacob. St. Fndtstl:,d" tIlt Patron Saant of Oxford (1957) idc:ntifies Ihe IWO 12th·century vc:rsions of the Lire, 

bUI his discussion of the manuscripts is so riddl«l wilh confusions Ihat he cannot have carried out any systemauc 
collation. In fact Iht mosl thorough discussion to date remain Ihat of James Parker, TJIt Ea,~, History of Oxford 
(O. H.S. iii, 1885), 86-106, though this tOO i "'lIialed by mi understandings of the rdalionsilips belW((n the 
sources. 

, Slenton op.cil nole I. 10+-5. 
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full story, unlikely nam('s and all, survives in a manuscript \\hich can scareel) be later 
than r.114{} and which is not the original exemplar of its texl. This in tum calls the first 
assumption into question: the Life cannot have been composed much, if at all, later than 
I-lalmesbul)'s narrative, and the possibility is open that Malmrsbury was merely 
summarising a longer story which already existed in written form. 

The twO 12th-century versions of the Life have nevcr bern edited or compared, and to 
do so is the main purJX1sr of this paper." It wlll also try to assess their value as evidence for 
Anglo-Saxon Oxford and lLS environs, and to su~gest a context for Frideswidc's minster 
church in the light of hislorical, archaeological and topographical work since Stemon's 
time. Evidence is also presented for the ft'discovery and translation of Frideswidc's bones, 
and for her cult at Bomy in France. 

~IALMESBURY, 'LlFE ". A"D 'LIFE B', TIiL I'HREE 12TIi-CE:\TL'RY SOURCES A:\D TIiEIR 
I:-ITER-RELATlO'lSIiI P 

\Villiam of Malmesbul) 's account of Sl. Frides\-\ idr occupit's a brief fa5sage in his Gt.rla 
Ponllficum, written, like the rest of mat work, in or shortly before 1125. · He goes on to note 
that Roger bishop of Salisbury established regular canons under Prior \\'imund in 
Frideswide's former nunnery, a change which evidemly occurred during 1111-22.b The 
SlOry is compressed and summary, one of many such which \\'illiam recounts in the coursc 
of his sur\'cy of ecclesiastical England. 

The Life itself, in the two versions designated here 'Life r\' and 'Life B" is a different 
maller: a full-scale rita of the normal kind designed for monastic readings, replete with 
miracles and other edifying material. Life A is quite shon. and is wriuen in bald, rather 
clumsy Latin. It borrows many phrases from the Vulgate,and Fridcswidc herself, who is 
said to know the Psalms by hean, quotes them copiously. The only completc manuscript 
(British Library, MS COllon Nero E I (ii) rr.156-7') is an addillon, in a Worcester hand of 
(.1110-40 which may be John of Worcester's, to a late Anglo-Saxon legendary; textual 
evidence (below, pp.93-6) suggests a possibility that some passages were not present in the 
archetype. The currency of Life 1\ may ha\'e been main I) in the West Midlands, for there 
was evidentl) another copy at Hereford (below, p.95). Two abridgements of a slightly 
different and possibly earlier text are extant, but a text similar or identical to the ero 
manuscript was used for lhe compilation of Life B. 

Life B survives in three manuscripts, the earliest a Pershore collection written 
(.1150--80 (below, pp.IOI-2). The author claims in his prologue that by assembling 
information from 'chronicles', 'volumes of authentic histories' and 'catalogues of English 
saints'. he has proved that 'that man, whoever he \\as', who previously wrote her life was 
further from error than critics of his simple st)le han' c1aimrd. Clearl} this refers to Life A, 
of which Life B is essentially a more stylish and literary re-working. The text is padded out 
to twice its ori!!,inal length, though many phrases (especially from Fridcswide's direct 

• A full 'ran la'ion of Lirf" A will be- publish«l as J. Blair, .\4ml Frida!( iJJ" Pillrun oj Oxford j P~rJXtua Pre'\:s. 
1988) 

~ William of ~taJmelbul), D~ GutLl PORlijicum An:lon",t, ffl 1'\ E.S.A. Hamilton (Rolls. r.lii, 1870), 315: st"(" 
diKU Ion of datt" in A. Gransdt"n, f/irtorl(ol H"ntIJ'.( til £.,10"" (.5!iO-<./307 (19H), 168. 

6 J ,C. Dickinsnn. 1M Ori(11U Ij IN .-Iautl. UItClIU oNi tit", Introt/wtwlf Ilflo £,,(/0,,' (1950) , 113-15. 
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speech} arc repealed verbatim . Life B was thereafter the favoured source, and nearly all the 
lale medieval abridgements in Latin and English derive." from it. 7 

At this point it will be convcnient to present English \'Crsions of lh(' thre(' sourer!;. 
Malmc!SbuJ) 's brief narrati\'(' may Ix translatcd in full : 

In old limrs therr was in thr ('i t)' of Oxford a mon.lSlt'r) of nuns, ..... h('r(' rests tht' 010'11 holy \irgin 
Frid(,!I",ldr , A kin.R; 's daughlf'r. sht spurnw a king' bf'd. a\owing ht'r ('haslil~ 1<llh(' Lord Christ. BUI ,h(" 
king had ~1 his heart upon marr)in~ tht' virgin. and .... h('11 pray('1"\ .1I1d naue-Tit'!> hJ.d l)(en IX'nl in \3111 ht' 
prt'parcd 10 takr her b)' ror~. Fridrswide (rami of llli,. Jnd nC'd illl{) a wood '\U r('ru~t' could 1)(' sr("n'( frum 
Ihe lover, no coldnt'Ss of heart could dCler him: h(' rollow('d tht' fugitin'. So 0(\(:(' ac;ain, \\-hen Ill(' youug 
man's frenzy Ixcam(' plain , wilh God's hdp shr r!llfred O):ford al dead of nighl by means of hiddt' ll w.tys . 
8) morning thr persistent lowr h.1(1 haslenrd Ih('r(' 100, and the girl, now dnpairil1li1t offli~hl.lIld 100 W(,dry 
10 go an)' further, prayed 10 God for prot('ction for ht'rstlf and punish men I for h('"r persecutr)r As ht' Pd\ cd 

Ihrough th(' LOwn gaits with his Ih('gns, .t he3\"ell-s('nt blow struck him blind. Undt'rsldndillg Iht' 
wrong:fulnrss of his pcrsislenc(', hr plaeatt'd Frideswlde hy mrans of m('sseng('r .. and rrco\"rrro his sic;ht ;Ie; 
quid:l) as h(' had losl it. Thus il came about Ihat kings of EI1~land art" afraid to rOler or lodgr III that 
town: II is said to brinl!; ruin, and th(',· all shrink from the dangt"r ofputling it 10 Ihe tnl. So Ihe "Woman, 
secur(' in h('r O1aidenl\· ,-ielOn-, ('Stablishr-cl a monaslfr, Iherr wh('r(' she endro h('r days. submitting to hrr 
bridegroom's call. 

Thc Latin texts or Li,·cs A and B are edited below (pp.93--116). The rollowing parallel 
summaries aim to give the essential ingredients of the story, while condensing Life B's 
discursiv(, style. The section numbers in bold t)·PC correspond with those in the- editions 
below: 

A 

2 St. Augustine con\"e"rted the English , and pri('Sts. 
('hurch" and believers multipliro gr('ativ . ..\1 len'l:lh 
Iher(' was a king of Oxford named Didan. J It' m.uriw a 
,I!;()dl~ woman namtd Sefrida. who producro a daugh· 
tn The" king ordered h('r to bot baptistd, and Ihr, 
(·allrd her l'ridrswide 

3 Shr was eartfully brought up, and from Ihr dgt" of 
IIvr shr W;HJ cllIruslro to a matron eallro .fJrgifu 10 

B 
(proIOl(ue) . COllct:rning the life and virtues of Ihe 

mo .. t blese;ed virgin Fridt'lwidr. 1x·1{)\·r-cl brelhren. I 
haH gatherrd into onc volunlr all thai I could learn in 
chronidts, in volumes of auth('luit- histories or in 
t';llalogues of English saints. I t is obvious from this thilt 
Ihat miln , wh()("",·er he WdS. who wrote Ihe most hoi) 
\-irgin's Lifr was in man~ ways rar from ('rrur, d(':!Iplie 
Iht" srorn of IhoS(' who, .Iffrcling UI despi<;;e his simple 
~tylr. show that thq ,,·alur ornamtnt mor(' th.HI subSI· 
.Inu·. 

2 In about the y('ar 727, whrn the word or(;nd wa" 
hearing fruil .Jm(mg the savagr ran' Ilf thr English" hn 
had inv.tded Britain .• 1 sub-king named Didan , a 
('al holic and upright man, adorned Ihr city eallrd in 
Ihr Saxon tOn~u(' Oxford and in Latin &IUJI l Gdlml. lie 
took a worth)· wife namtd Safrida. who ga\'t" him an 
heir (to his qualities rather lhan to his ntatN), an only 
daughtrr. She was baptised, and he orderro her to Ix 
callrd Frideswide. 

5 After fi\"(' years of careful upbringing, sh(' was 
entrustcd to a religious matron callrd Aigiva IU Irarn 

I·h('st' Include": the inmmplt't(' Hrsion printed J Mabillon , Acto. Snnctoru.m Ordmu S. Bmtdlcti, iii . I (2nd ro.), 
52 1-6 (BIll. 3163); lh(' Life in Iynmouth 's Son(tilo![wm (Brit Lib. Colton Tilxrius E I fr.85" ·7), whener 
Gapgra,·e's NOl:4 ugtndo. Ang/II~ (Bill. 3165); Ihe late 15th·century Sarurn breviary lessons (Bra1l0.nu", ad {'lum 
/tw(1fis F.rrlrur Sa,"m. cds. r Proo()r and ( ' \\'ordS\IoClrth . iii ( l884:i), ~B8-12); till" Lalin m('trit..ll '·CI""\inn (lJ/J/ 
3168); ,wd the ~1iddlr English \"rl""5(' life in Ihe .')butllli1f~//J1t 1.I(mdo.r:r (C..&rleton Brow-n, A Rtgi.Jttr of MuMlt EII~Ii.J" 
Rrh~louJ and f),dorli( liont, ii (1920), No. 1815). Some ofthesr are discuc,s.«I mor(' fully fthough with ronfusions lit 
Iht· rf"laliol1ships bf"l"ren them ) in Jatob op.t"II. notr 2. 
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(('am her lC'ttc'..." Alr('dd, chOS("n as a \~st'l oCthe Huh 
Spirit. h(' stud,ro carnM,I),. kJrrll tilt" Psalter wilhin 
six months. and baSt'd ht'r ",hnl(' tiff; (.10 Iht' pr('CC'p' of 
Hol\ Scripturr ;tlv.a~~ lonl{inft III d .... ('(1 in (he hou..,. of 
Iht' Lord . 

4 ~frida diC'd Didan buill J. church in Oxford and 
had il dttlicalf'd in hunour of Ih(' Holy rrinil),. the 
Virgin Mary and All Solints. Fridt'lO",id(' asked him to 

I':i\(' her thC' ("hur(·h. ",hilh ht' did, She studied to . ("rH' 

God by day and night III vigils ,md prayrrs. Oespisin~ 
Ih(' world. shr gaH' all thai sht' had 10 Ihe poor, she 
alwaH .... or(' a hair ~hirl . and her food Yo'as barl('~· 
IIrt-ad with i\ trw \"rgrl.lblt"S and walC'r. Alllh(' En~lish 
mat\('l1td at wC'h \irIUt' III (InfO 10 \ountl;. and Iht" kint;t 
n:jnic ("d In t't' 1m onl\. dau'thu'r a \ t">~1 of Iht' Huh" 
~pinl. 

5 hidrs""idr ask('ti lin lather's JX'mlission to tah 
th(' nun''1 h.lhit Rrjoil'illg, Didan summoned Orgar, 
bishup uf Linn.ln. "hom h(' l'ausro III C(lnSt"Cralr his 
d"u~hl('r to~rth('r .... nh I .... el\(' othf'r Ilobl(' virgins. 
Did"n Ih('11 h.ld iI r('lre'lOl), dHrmilOrv and dni!)lcr 
buill fur Iht" nUlh, a"i~nro rdi~iou!> m('n I() sen:e 
lit("m, .md ga\(' lh(' ('sl.He!) and \illa~M of St. :\tal) and 
.1 third pari of the ('it) of ()xf()rd to pro\"ide the nuns' 
I()()(I 

6 So hide ..... Ide studIed 10 mortif)- her both and 
Ilouri .. h hrr oul Did.1n fdl sid .. ga\ (' his trt"3.loUrC' 10 

,he puur, and diro aha r('ui\lIIg Ih(' Eucharisi. Bereft 
of hf)lh pan·ms. I"ridM .... ldto tn.llltro allthr mort in tht' 

Hoi\- ~piri', !lhr r('Sohc-<1 10 Kn('C"1 a hundrro timC"s h~ 
da" and In mllrlif\ hn tlC'Sh a hundrt'd lim<'S by ni~ht. 

7 One ni~hl , .... hllt h('r ('(.mp.lOiuns ,;kpt . h(' .... a'l 
thus onupied .donr III Ill(' ora lUI)' "hich she had built 
for h('n('Ii. \ dn.il.1Ppt'Uro hc'deckw Vtuh guld. il\'('r 
.mel K('nl .lIld 'iurruundC"d by cifmons. Prelendinl{ 10 1)(' 

Christ, hr ()fit"r('d hn Ihe ('fm~n of ('I('rnal lifl' ;}nd 
111\ il('<1 her 10 .1dure hilll. BUI ,h(' rejeclro him s('()mful
I) , mdd(' th(' u~n oft 1111; frOss. and hf' \ anishcd hCI",lin't. 
1(";lvlIlg hn lei punut" IItr d("\otiuCI$ unJX"rturbc-d 

hrr Il'Uf'N Hn", h.tplllh h(' t.o'o\r-d ('"\("(\011(' that ~h(' 
.... a lur('-c IImor" .. " .. Hurl of thr He)l) ~plrit! \\'ho 
could not rnan.C'I.Jt tim fl\"C"\C'ar-old maiden learninG: 
Ih(' 1')0 ~Im!. 111 alll'u! 11\C' ~,nths) 'ont-ofher J>ffn 
("(IlIld t'11\1 h('t, hI' "a~ ..... ' hum bit- and 't('otlr that hr 
M'emrd morl' likt a :lila\C'"·)(iri than a prin('("I', rf'5JX'( tlul 
and ('(om.)a..~ i"n.J(' to all ~hC'" nul m(T('1\ h('am but 
pr.Jcu,c-d the- dl\ lilt .. \(Ord . ttJrin~ it 10 h", he-an. ~he
'pelll hrr lim(' in lea"', i~hs and gruan~. al ..... I\"s 
ICln~ing 10 d"'t'li in the hc>us(' Ilr (he Lord. 

4 Bc.-fore shr ff',H hf'(! marriag('"able agr hrr mother 
died, lra\'l1l/r; ht'r W her i:llher's prolrnion. Sht· (·x, 

honC"d him to loo\.,; 10 Iht, .... rllare of his souL he 
(ri('\inl{ lur hi\ .... ilt- and urgOO (lit by his dau~ht('r, 
huilt a (hurch \\ ithin th(' cilY bounda!) and had it 
dn;ticat('d in honour IIf th(' H(lh frinitv, Ih(' \,irgin 
\lal) .md .\11 "allm. HI' Ra\(' il to his dau~hte-r a.5 'Ih(" 
.... kC'd him; ther,- ~hl' .. ppliro hcr;tlf to df'\()tion and to 
nlClftincatinn or Ihr flMh She sle-I)I on the bare earlh 
Ihi print ~,brou~ht up Itl banquets, ate only simplC'" 
\"f"Ii!:elabln with barl("\-brl'ad. a.nd drank on" wal('r 
() unh .. pp\ IIltll (If tnd.lY who make- gods of th('lr 
txlli('s ..... ho prelf'nd 10 r('li~on in the-ir dr("'iS but drnv 
II in th('ir .... a\ ollifC'"! England ..... as ag~; aU man.dled 
10 st-e- Iht, frail C"X at S() young an ag(' surpassing 
masculine 'tr('nglh. and h('r falht'r rejoicC'd 

5 Rrjt"ctlllg all hUI)(' uf murtal post('rity. rrid~""lde 
obtained hrr f,\liler's lX'nnisslon to take Ihe nun', 
habit , dnubll('''' for"("("in~ that ahn his d('ath somron(' 
mij.1;ht In to f(>f(' (, her inlO marrid~~. Knowin~ th,ll 
Christ'!! blood had r('(le('m{'(1 her, she sickent'd uf !1Ilt" 

d(uhu; weeldt'cI wilh Ih(' ring of faith. $he desl)iSt'd 
~()Id and 1('lIb. R('juicing. J)idan summonro Ihe- bishop 
or Ihl' nt'xi <lio,'''''(' ;1nd ordrred him to gi\'(' he-r the 
nun's h.thlt, Ahuut t ..... (·I\'e noble ~irls. lollowing h('r 
exampl('. Irh all In Sl'(\l' the Lord. and although Ihl'Y 
could 11m ('qual her mrril . lhe-y sirove to sharf' "ilh 
ht'r Ih(' he.1\"('nly kingdom, Buildings appropriale lor 
rrli~inus u~es ",'('n° cun\tructro bc:sidr {he church 
thruuJ,Ch th(' kinJi!:'s gt'lwmslty. So Ihe: SW('('I singin't uf 
lhalms .lUd hymns could h(" heard lh('re by day and 
ni~ht. 

6 i"h(' kill't f('11 "ie\.,; and , Slrenl{lhe-nro by tht' Eudlar· 
I'll , sl'"l>l with hi 1~1th('rs, ending his days in a good old 
age. Baeh oi" III.th p,m·nts. Fridrs ..... idt' s()u~hl h('r 
f.lthf'r III ht3Hn tht mort' eam(' 11\ ~ .. h(' fa ltd and 
pr.lvro, kue('hliR ,l hulltlr('d tim("l hy da\. d hundrC'"d 
time- h, lIi~ht. 

7 But ",IICI ('an 1)("" gUut!' HI a\nid lht' ('"')' of him 
who IS ~upr('mrl) bold? l1Ie Drvil, unable to $('(!ucr 
rridM ..... ldt· .. §f1U1. tri('d tu dC"C('i\"r her by prC't("nding 10 
1)(' (:hrisl, ~imulallng hra\ rnly lighl bUI surroundtd bv 
demons. he in\!itro hrr 1O adol'(' him. olT('ring htr 
(·t('OIal lili: withuut the" pains of dC'"ath, Guidf'd by tilt
lioh Sillril tih(' rrJ('nrd lum sromfullv. and he 
\;lCIi .. hn;t ho\\IUl~ , I('a\inR he-r 10 pu~ue her dr.ouom: 
ullpt'rlurlK'd 
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8 \Igar I..m~ of l.('I('~stC'r. J. villainous man h31('fu110 
(;od. 'HK("C('drd In ,h(' k.jn~dom J.rlrr Didan's dr.llh 
He "rill rl1\"O) to her \\ilh this mnsag(': 'King .\\gar 
.... anls In take \OU in marria'tC'. bUI if,ou objrC( he will 
ha\t' 'till dra'tgro to a brmhd: FridM\\idt' ans\\rrcd 
" am ix'irolhrd to Ih(' King orall kings, ""hom il .... ould 
lX' shamrfullo irA\"(' 10olx, a sian', ,\5 for ~our threat. 
the' soul ("annOI Ix pollult"d (''(erpi b\ cons('1U of Iht':' 
.... ill [quoIt's Psalm cxviii.6)" 

9 JIlt' ('m-ors Ihrr3tC'l1ro 10 tall' her by forc(' 
f'ridt's\\idr ill\'okro God's hdp [quoIt's Psalm x.20.\ 
J.nd ,<,,,\,,2-31. and Ihe)' ",'C're struck blind rht' 
riliull'i of Oxford frll terrified at her (e('t, brK1I:1Il't her 
to pra) for ,hrm 

10 Wishing 10 return good for ill. she invokrd God 
{quoIt:' Psalm b.XX\'i.151. Ix1lgin't him 10 restorr the 
emo) . sight ~ that the prople might know his mere) 
A, all rrplied 'Am('n' their e),('s were optned, and they 
fell ,II ht'r f('('t, praising Cod. 

1 1 rh(' ('nvo)'s reponed back 10 Algar Enragro, h(' 
(Tiro that her magic arts would not sa\'r lier from him 
As Fridrswide prayt'd that night, an angel appeared 10 
her, promising Christ's protection [quotes Psalm 
'(\'ii.S): ,h(' should ~o with chosen companions to Ihr 
ri\'er, whrre a boal and boalman provided b\ Cod 
would lake thrm 10 saf("ty. 

12: Fndt"Swidr took t ..... o of her sistt'r5 to the names. 
rh,"rt" they found a 00:11, with a young man of angelic 

apl)('ar3nc(' who invited them to embark Guidt'd b\ 
the L/)rd. Ihe\ arrived within an hour at the to ..... n 
called Hampton They left the boat. and the )"oun~ man 
\·ani,hrd. Fraring the wicked king's snares, Ihr nuns 
..... ent into a wO(Jd called Binsey, nOI far from thaI lown~ 
Ihe\ follo ..... ed a path 10 an abandonrd swineherds' hUI 
whkh was complC"'lcI)' O\;ergrown wilh ivy Fridrswidc 
mudr thr sign of Ihe cross, and enlered ,,,ilh her 
("ompalUons. 

13 I hI" wicked king reached Oxford with his h('n("h
m('l1. inlrne on defiling the \'esse! hallowed for Goo; bUI 
a~ h(' rntt'red Ih(' cil)' he was struck blind. It is Ihought 

8 Th(' Oc-\'iI. Ihus foil«l, lried again~ he inflamed the 
wicked King Algar wilh 10\'(' for Frid~wide, promp
ting him t05«k lodnpoil hrrofthe nun's habit, Algar, 
thus maddened, sent m("l;~n'ttTS to takr Fndesw-Kte 
willy·nill) Swiftly Iravelling a greal distanct', Iht')' 
('ame to her and aid: 'King Algar desire you as 
partnu for his bed and Idn'tdom: hr will nOt Ix 
deni«l. She answ('r«l humbly. 'If t could marry 
anyone, t w'ould have no objection 10 King Algar. But 
since t am betrothf'd 10 the eternal Kin~, il would be 
shameful to sttk a mortal husband and children' The 
('1\\"0)'5 replied, ' I f )'ou reruS(: Ihe king's honourable 
offer, you will be dragged to a brOlhel and suffer guat 
dishonour,' 'God will protect me" she answered, 'and 
in any caSt' the body cannot be pollul«I except by 
consent of Ihe will' 

9 Thr envoys, pcnisling in their folly, prepared to 
lake her b)' force. Frideswidt' invok«l God's hdp 
[quoIn Psalms ~.20.1 and xxx\".2-3). How gKat is 
God' wisdom! Sre Ihese w'icked men, ollready blind in 
Iheir soub, now re!llrained by ph)'sic.tl blindne s. The 
miraclr stuptfi«l thl': city; all fell al her f~t, ~gmlt 
her 10 pilY Ihe t'n\"oy.!i 

10 Unable 10 harden her hearl, shr IIlvoked God 
[quotn Palm 1",,)(\-'i.15). ~ing him to reslOt"(' Ihrir 
si~ht ~ that the prople mi'tht know his mercy. As all 
replied 'Amen' their eyes were open«l, and they fell at 
her ret't askin~ pardon. '00 not attribute it to me', she 
ans .... rred, 'but to Ihe Sa\'iour' mercy and Ihr fauh of 
Ih('se prople:-. Remember this, and Il':avr nuns alolle III 
fUlure: 

II The envoys reported back to Algar Enraged, hr 
tried that hu magic arts would nOI sa\'{' her from him: 
beforr shr should insuh him thus, he ..... ould hand he:-r 
o\"('r 10 the pleasure:- of pimps. He rode off in a fury 
loward~ Oxford. But God protc-cts those who Iru" in 
him: as Frides .... ide pray('(1 Ihal nighl, an angel 
apptolred and warm·d her of the coming danger. 
frideswide ..... as aV;ha5l; bUI the angd tOld hrr that 
Christ would prolect her, and puni h Algar with 
pcrpt"tual blindn('S.$. She should go with ch()S('n com
panions to thc Thames, wherr thC)-' would find a boat 
and boatman provided by God to guidl': them 

12: Thanking Cod, Frideswid(' took t ..... o or her si~t("rs 
10 Ihe Thames. There the)' found a boat, wilh a young 
man of beautiful appear.tIlcr who invited thrm to 
I':mbark \\"ilhin an hour they Iravell«l len milt'S, and 
w('r(' drp()sited below the lown calle'd Bampton, wherr· 
upon the boat and boatman vanished" They found a 
path near that town, which led into Ihe he:-an of a wood 
not far away. There they found a hUI built 10 prote:-Ct 
pigs in bad weather, long abandoned and so complete
ly overgrown with ivy that no enlrance wa.s visibll':. 
fridcswidl': made Ihe sil;"n orlhr cross, and entered with 
her companions to await God's will 

I S Meanwhile the wickrd king reached oxrort:!, and 
tried by threats and promises to learn from the inhabl· 
tant where Fride.swidr had gonc. r\obocly could tdl 
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to ha\t comc about In this wa) th<t.t km~ RtH'r tnttr 
Oxford_ He r('mainro blind for the rut of his life, 
.11\\-0\)5 plot1in~ mjurin to fridtswide. She, continuin't 
C('aSt'It'S~h: in pra\('r .lnd m«litation. tayed in th<: 
wood fur v-mr Ihl'('(' )'cars 

14 A girl of Bampwn. who had betn blindro by a 
devil nearly ,('\"("11 year (,Mliff, was told in a dream to 
go to the nuns' dwdlin~ .l.Od .... ·"5h her eyes .... ilh Ihe 
water In ",hich fridtswide had \Io"ashed hef hands. In 
tht' mornin~ she [Old hef father; he led ht'r to 
Vrid('swidc'!i d",dling. waitrd until !lh" washed her 
hands. and ~ipcd ,ht' water on tht' girl' ~ts. which 
.... erC" immroialcly cur("(1 They r(,(umed home, prai,ing 
Ihe ~.l\"iour', pa .... l'r di:lpla}rd in frides....-ide. 

16 .\ youth namrd \I .... an! in the \;lIage calkd 
Seacourl was choppmg ",ood With an axe on a Sunday, 
forgctful of tht' Lord', R('SulTtwon when his hands 
stuck to thr hart and ft'lt a.s thnu~h on firt'. Ht' was led 
in great pain to Fridt'swid(', and fdl at ht'r f('Ct. ~lo",ed 
by pity. shr ,"",okcd God and a ked him to curt' lht' 
sufTt'rt'r. As tht' by-standt'r5 an ..... ert'd 'Amt'n' sht' made 
tht' sign of tht' eros., and tht' youth was cured; ht' 
rt'turnro homt' praisin't God So Frideswidc's namt' 
ocarne famous lhnm~h lilt' rrgion. 

him. and tht' tnral{ro lin~ worc to sack tht on But 
as h(' approached tht Sorth Gal(, he was Slrud: ·blind. 
and Icarnt tht fatc of thOM' who d('fy God. Hc rcturned 
homc obduratt, and remaint'd blind (or lht Tnt of hi 
hf('. Ikcau~ofhi ju t puni hmtnt, no kin~ of England 
has dart'd to t'nlt'r Oxford inct. But Fridh""'ldc, a.s 
though transportrcl into a dt'st'rt, C(lnlinut'd cCas(:It'Uly 
to <;('n..t' and v('ncrau: God. She rt'mained in tht wood 
for some thret: yt'3rs, but nOt unknown to tht' locals: for 
tht' li~ht of God cannot Ix hiddt'n for long. 

14 In Bampton was a klrl of good famil) whom tht' 
D{'vil had siruck blind. Sh(' was told in a drcam to go to 
tht' nuns' dwt'lling and wil.sh h('r t'yt'S with tht' w3tt'r in 
which Fridowidt' had wa"ht'd her hands. tn tht' morn
ing sht' told her p.m~·IlIS, v.ho congratulatrd htr, w('nl 
10 lhc hut, knockro loudly, and asktd to Ix pre"('nt 
v. hilt' Frid('sv.idt wac;;htd htr hands. The girl ~izt'd tht' 
watt'r. v. ipcd It on her ~t'S, and OIl onct' sht' could re 
How purt a \" ir~in, that what mill;ht ha\"t' bttn thoul{ht 
dirty could thu.) cltan~! Siltnct, all who qut'5t:ion tht" 
Rwet'mer's promiw-, '\ot a hair of )'our h!:'ad shall 
perish" h(' who can r('Store si~ht throu~h the: dirt) 
water in which his handmaid has w'ashcd, ca.n rntore 
our bodi" at tht' R('.)urrt'\"tion. Stupendous mirade! 
Retumin~ hom(' joyfully, tht'y prodairnro It through
out the rt'gion. 

15 But the wisr \'irgin ft'ared to pour out h!:'r oil, lt'St 
none r('mainro for ht'r lamp wh!:'n tht Bridcgroom 
c.ame Lmbarra 'ied by the admiring crowds, she 
dt'Cidro to hidt' So callinR tDgClher her companions, 
sht' said, ' It is time: to rtturn to our monastery: our 
sisters, grit'ving lin us, may ha\(' gone astray.' So they 
traHllcd '''''ifdy by boat to the: "tatt called Binse)' 
n('ar th(' city. Here thty disembarked, and Fridt'Swid(' 
dC'('idtd to stay for a whilt' in solitudt': thC'ir sisters in 
Oxford could ("mt thrrt easily, and it would be 
prolectt'd from Ih(' nowd'i of townsfolk. On that estate 
was a s('ciuded spot, callt'd Thornbm'lx-cause il was o\"('r
grov.n with man) kinds of thorn, lonely and suitable 
for d('\Ol1on Hc"T(' he built an oratory and ulhrr 
"ppropriale buildmgs. The nuns could not conveniently 
drav. watcr from the stream, so she obtil.intd by her 
praye:r! a well which still re:mains, and ptrforms heahn~ 
works fllr many v.ho drink from it lor for many praying 
lhert'], Htre sht' hoprd tCJ shun tht' company of mt"n 

16 Why at(' you tl)ing to hKle:, virgin bdo\"ro of 
God~ 1l1t" Lord .. aid that a city placed on a mountain 
cannOt be hidden, and that the: humble will Ix exalted 
\.IthoulI:h you art' crurifini 10 the- v.orld, tht' ",rt(dIM 
still 5("('k you OUt. Bthold tht" unhappy youth of the 
\'illaf{t' ullro S('acourl, who was choppin~ wood with 
a.n axC' un a Sum!;l), fnrgrlful of th(' I..()rd·~ Rnuf"Tf'( 
tion, whrn his hand stuck to the haft and fdt as though 
on fire". Iu the wrt'tch ('riro out and his parents w('pt, 
lh(')' remt"mtwrro tht' miracJ(' of lhe bhnd girl and 
dC't('rmmrd to visit Frid('swide. Indeed I applaud your 
faith: dra~ ht'r out and make her show her merits! 
Cros. .. in~ the ri\"·t'r, they brought rum to Frid"""idt"·s 
d",dhnl{ and s.ud 'Curt' this youth, 5ulferinll; throuiCh 
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17 ~ml(' fi!Shrrmrn \'o('re' asl('C'p HIlt night III d IXIaI. 
\\ht'l\ (>11(' uflht'Ol was sC'izro by a d('m()n. 11(' lau'thcd 
1I1.1dly. ~lran~l('d nne of hi!> comIMI1I1I11!>, .:tnd Ifird I(J 

H'ar him .... ilh IlL\> I('tlh. Tht' others bound him ,md Il'd 
him ttl I'ridC's\\idr's or'Hon She ill\okftt God 10 frcc' 
hi!> Hr.tliun bud 10\\ by th(' (,Il('m, 01 mankllld. made' 
Ih{' 'iign of the HOSS, and cOllllllanded Satan to depart. 
rhr man lell SCIISt'irSS; sht' ordcn.-d him to be unbound, 
'illd ('()mmandrd him in Christ's namC' 10 ari t. lit' gal 

up in hi\ rn~hl mind and glorified (;od. His namC' was 
1..('0\\ in. 

18 (ind '"orit«l man" olh..-r miradr-s through 
rode's" idC'. OnC'da, 1)h(' 'said 10 htl' nlmpamcol1S. 'l.<'t 

us ('('!Urn to our monastery.' So thC'} W('IlI by 00.11 10 
Oxford. ",h('f(' thty WC'ft' hOllour.lbh TC'(,(,j\'t'ct by tht' 
citizc."ns .md dtfRy \\'h("11 f'ndes\\ idr had jwu ('",('fro 
thr tu .... n a Irpmu!> youch ran up and said '( charge 
\'ou. virgin Fride~wide, to gh'(' Illt' iI kiss in (:hri:>I'$ 
name.' She madt" thr sign oflhe nos, kiss('c:1 him. and 
his Irpmsv .... as ('ur('((. S«in~ her .... urks. the proplr and 
dt'rg) rejoiced OIl hrr coming. 

19 Shr c-onliltUffl 10 st'rvc God. monifyinl,t hcor bod~ 
to nnuri<;h hrr lIpiril, A long lilllt" passed, dnd the day 01 
rrw.lrd drew ncar. On 11 October an angcl "ppt'ared 
and Inld her. '19 OClober will be a Sunday. and thrn 
... ·uu will rccriH' thr crown ofrtrrnallifr. Brcau~ you 
'icorlwd }'our '''Hher's earthly pa IM'C', J. hravrnly hall is 
preparro for \Ou' Then a frver srizcd hrr. and her 
limbs 1)('~al1 to fail, Ont' day all Ihe utiZ("lls camr to 
h(>r. and she cdilird Ihem with ,"tood ad\ice 

his o ..... n fault; for ..... r kno .... that if you .... anl to, you can.' 
Will ,,,ou st'nd thrm home- unrequit('(P '\"0: moved by 
pity. hr invoked God and asked him to curr Ihe
$uiferf'r. ,\.s sh", madr thr igo of the cross, his hand 
,-"as fr",ro lrom tht' haft and he rtgained full health 

17 Shord ... aftt'rwards, somr fishrrmen "t'rr a.slerp in 
thrir boat OIl d",ad of night, "hrn oot' of Ihrm .... as 
\('iud b) a drmon Hr grahlX'd one of his companions, 
,md Irit'd 10 Irar him with his teeth and stranglt' him 
I"ht' other:; o\'erp<:l\"ered him, tied his hands Ix·hind 
him, and It'd him to Frideswldt"s d"ellinK' Sht' prayed, 
Illadr the sign of th(' cross, and commanded Satan 10 
depart. The author of death thus ejectro. tht' mlln fell 
a.s though drad. Shr commanded him to ris<: in Christ'.s 
namr; he gal up in his right mind, and I)roclaimro Ih(' 
miracl(' whrrn:rr IIr wen I 

J 8 G,xI worked so m.lll) miracles through 
f'ridM\\,ide that il is hard to lxlir\.(' hrr mortal One 
was of 'iuch outstandinll!; \.'inue that it cannot be 
omiUt'd When Ih(' day of her death approach('(l. sad 
for m('n but joyful for angd . shr returned on horst'· 
back to ht'r own monast('f"\.o. to surr(,nder her ~ul to 
Gcxl wh('l""(' sht' had firsl srr ... td him III Ih(' nun's hal>ll 
Tht' "hole cilY rushNi to m('('t her; and behold, in the 
Joyful crtl"d of clergy and prople, a I('prous )'outh so 
disfigurrd with ullers and lumours that he .. «mcd 
more like a monster than a man. He approached h('l" 
And said, in a r.IUOOUS voict', " charge },ou, \.irgin 
Frides"idr, to gi\'r me a kiss in Christ's name-.' A hard 
«'que-st l 1)0 you, from whose- horrible form and s01rll 
hard('I\t'd men recoil, ask this royal maiden to kiss you? 
\ n outrageous request, unless prompted by 
stupendous faith! If you ",err nOI a Icpu, bUI simply 
millr, you l~ould not ask a kiss from ht'r who has lIrvcr 
lOucht'd a man, Bu t you answer, 'The healS of my 
di5eas(', not of my sex, prompt my rrqursl AI lhe 
louth of ht'r pure mouth the impurity of m}' body will 
\· .. nish.' ·1'0 rveryoot"s wondt'r, shr m"dt' Ihe sign oftht' 
eros .. ltd then kiss<:d th(' leptr. Amazing miracl('r 
What b,uhin~ in Ihe Jordan did for Naaman, aile kiss 
from the hal} maiden did for this \.oung man: a.s their 
mouth,! touched his whole Ix»d) was dt'ansed, and his 
SGtly skin 1)«301(' likr Ihal of an inr"nl Who c-ould 
refrain "'om praisin~ Chrise At the coming of suth .. 
p.ttron. Ihe whol(' CIl)' rejoiC"t"d, But a.s sht' grt'w III good 
workli. ~ the more humbly sht' tamed her soul and 
body. 

19 As tht' day of h('r d('<lth approached. Ihr Lord's 
an,"trl appeared while she prayed and said, 'On 19 
OClober, during tht' night which rnds with Sunday's 
dawn. y()u will end your pains and recri\"(' ('lerna I 
r('wards. Bccaust' )'OU scorned your father'.s t'anhly 
palact', you will ('Iller lhe hrawnly King's chambrr.' 
Then .i f('ver seized h('r, and her limbs began to f. ... il 
rhc ciliuns cam(' to her as to a nu!"St' and mOlher, and 
rHn durin~ ht'r illness shr roified tht'm wilh good 
.ldvit:r 



20 On ~.lturdd' sht" a kf'd fOI" a 'traH' IU be- ojX'nro 
for hrr in St :\t aT) , ('hurch. l>ayin/it "Tomorrow is 
Sunda)" .md I do not wish amflnc 10 work on m~ 
account . .\Hrr the' third coclr.·crow I );hall ~o to rn, 
Lord. slrrngthf'nNi h) Chri\('s bod" and blood rquoth 
II Tlm.l\ .6J \ .. the' ,i(ko" ,R:rt'w shr u"u"j\t"d th .. 
Eucharist, and 1X'litiln 10 bl('ss God 

21 Wht-n \'('1"\' wt'ak. sht' loukt'd up and said. 'Wd· 
COnl(" hul) '-ll"Riul>. rht' nlhrn. askat with whom .. hr 
was spC'akm't. bUI shr said. 'Do )-ou nO(!l.e(' tht" blt",>sC'd 
\'ir'tins of God. C.uh("rim" dnd C('cily)' ,-h(' Sfx,kr to 
thrm furthrr, dod 111('11 "<tid ':\ow I wmt', m)' Lurd 
\flrl" Ih(" third c:O(k·uuw .. h{' bade' C'\"('J"\un(' farC' ..... rll 
and l)ilsS('d 10 the Lord In Ihal hour such a Ii'thl 
blazn:lthroulith Oxford. and such a S\\('('I ",crn! fllkd H 

for thrC'(' hours. that all marv("Ut'd and Iiltlorifln:l Gud 

22 \ \t." rich man \Oohu \Ood" parah'5('(i ordcrrtl hll' 
<;(',,-ant<; to IJt'M him tn h("r 'tr.t\t' \Ooh('1'"r he instanth 
re~aincd full health: he \00 hi) had b«n dumb and lame 
for 1"'0 Ha~ ".lIked hom(' prai .. in'l: God. 

23 ,\ nobleman named ,\thel\Oollld" "-ho ".u. Hippkd 
!"rum the nan'1 do" nWMd~. drn(~ro himsdf on <Tulch· 
es 10 ,ht' (hur(h dom dUrill1it the fullt·ral. !'he (Towel 
prn(,lltcd him from ("ntfring, but he .. houlrd ill the
door. '(;ho..,tn bride ofChri~t, Iree- me from 111\ infirm i
tife;; I l..no", Ih.1I ifyuu "anI to help 111(', y()~ can.' \1 
onc(' h(' "'.1l! complftd" ("ured; he 1('.11>1 illlo the dlUnh, 
holdin~ up his cruld)(" ... md prai .. in~ God 

24 rile ble-s~('d \'ir!{in Frides'" ide- pa .... ed to th(' Lurd 
Ull 19 (klol>("r 727 She was burird in SI \I,lf")"\ 
church" nn tht' south !Olde, ",Iwre- Chrisl ha!> wQrk('" 
m.m) mir;~d('s thmu~h h('r m('rit .. " 
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20 On ~.lturda .. M,"eninR; he .... id 10 Ihuse- around 
her Die mt' a RTd\(' Ifxla ... ' III the ~ilica of the holy 
~10l1'\- mUlhrr Ilf (:hrisl. und('r "ho~(' protf"1:"tion I hall 
IX' ,h(' :wlc-r brlnr(' h('r -.on's tribunal And sinct his 
Rhurrrctiun i\ (dtbratC'(1 tomoIT()W" and I shdll ka\"e 
Ihh "urld tonii1;ht after the third o)(1;-<row. I dQ nol 
"'Ish 3n,lInr In "'orL on 01' accuunt on such a day : 
Retti\ing ,h<"" Lut"hari!il, h(' blts5ro the Lord 

21 I..o"t.in~ hrilvfn\Oo,lrds. h(' sa", approaching th(' 
\ irgln!i ",hnm shf' mOl t nnr-ratN. and addrt's'\t'd them, 
' \Vr!wme. bksscd \Ir!{ins.' How grrilt i1r(' ,our mrr· 
cies,O t.nrd! "flur handm.tid no" wming I~ you neeel 
not I("ar S,Hall, ",h" ahhuu~h vanquished is ",ont to 
auail \;(Iurs cnminlit humr. ",h('n you ~nd IheS(' 
It)rr·runnt"n IU guard h('r path Th(' othel'"'i a!)ktd ",ith 
",hum 'he W.iS ~JX"akinll;. bUI he said. '00 ~ou not -('(" 
thr hoi) \ Irgill'., (;alhrnn(' and Cecily" She '1pok(' to 
Ihtm furl her" ami said. "'0'" I cume, m, Lord.' 
Biddllllil: M,"el)(lI\t fart'Atil. he (lil .. -.ro to the Lord at 
Ih(' hour fi,r('(tll(1 In that hour a he-Ol\"e-nh Ii~ht <;hone 
(rUin Ih(' house" In ..... hi(-h her hody lOll\-, and the s ..... ('("tnt 
01 ;t:rlll hllrd th(' w ..... n 

22 1'0 Ira\(' no doubt Ihat .. he liH'd Ix...-ond death" 
1)f"llCIld .1 \('1'\ ril'h m .. n, par .. l) ~ and du~b, bornr b~ 
hi rl'"\ ant 1U Iht frr('I(JI'\ on '" hieh her body r('Stcd 
On !nOthing it hI'"' "',).$ ('urro so wmpietrly thai ht 
Irapt up in pr"i,1'"' 01 Gud and St. Frides""ide, 

2! . \ her nm .. t ,haste wrp~r ",as carried lO the gra\'(, 
amid ... gr(,at (Tf)",d, " man crippled fmm Ih(' na,"d 
do" n""ard~ dral{grd himsdf 10 Ihr funeral on crutch('s, 
Ihr nuwd pr('\'f'ntC'd 111m from approaching Ihe:'" frn:
tor ... but h(' shUUlfd in a loud ,"oic(', 'Brid('of'hr fount 
(If m('rl'Y", ho"" lon~ h'I\"(, I wishrd 10 com(' 10 you~ 1 
t'ClUld nfll '" hilt.- you li\ro. nor {'an I no"" that )OU .ur 
drad, BUI IWdl mr now : for I kno" thaI V()U can mO!i1 
(' •• \ il ) \ ~ all IUr!l<:'d to IUflk al him, "hi!i infimlit\ 
\'.IIlI,hni; h,)ldin~ up hi!> nUlches. he rusht'd 10 tht, 
~ra\(" .mel ,hrf'''' Ih('m dU"1l prai!iin't God and his 

t'J'\.l1ll Fndts'" ide:'"" .\11 wn~ralulatrd him. ,cein~ hO\\ 
God workrd mlradMl Ihrnu~h his ,rrvanl C"\'('n aft('r 
h('r lili' 

24 ~I\C' wa<.; hurinl III Ih(' hasilica or the l>jXltle$s 
,irgill \1M'" fin Ihr oUlh sld(', next 10 the Ri\'Cr 
1'h.1111('l>" Th(" Silf' 01' Ih(' basilica rf'mainro thull until 
Ihf' umr of Kinl( .[Ihrl,,·(\, ""hu, aftct the burntn~ ()f 
thr Ihn(' ",hu had nrd Ih('rr. enlargro tht'" p<'rimftrr 
ollh(' ha .. ilt<'a as he had prn:iouslv \'0\00«1 It c("rtainiy 
happ<."n('d likt this, bfcdusc lhe- ~raw, ""hil'h had 
pr('\'iuu'Ih !)('('n 011 on(' side. carne- th(,ncrforth III br Ih(' 
Illiddl<- Iher(' (:hn" holS ",orkr-cl wUllIk'ls nuradn 
l!trnu~h h('r n1('ril.'l" 

~ I 'h(' least of our probkms is lht' status of Lift, B. Cleat I) its author \ .... ~IS using a text of Life " 
identical ""'Ith, or very dose to, the :\ert) manuscript. 1'h('[(' an' a frw omissions of face tht' 
name and sec of the bishop who const'cTil1cd Fricirswide, the drsrription of Did an's gifts to 
thr church. til(" facts thal .\lgar was king of L('in'!)l('l' and succeeded Didan in his kingdom , 
and the nam('~ of tlw brndiciarie~ of thr miracle For u'xtual reasons tl is unlikdy Ihatlhis 
malOr;al was absent from the \cl">ion ofLoIf.\ used b~ th"later author (belm,. pp.9:>--6). so 
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probably he discarded it as dubious or irrelevant. In three cases Life B adds substantive 
information not in Life A, all rcnecting a knowledge of Oxford topography: Algar's 
attempted entry through the orth Gate; the Binsey episode; and the location of 
Frideswide's gra\'e after iEthelred's rebuildin~ of the church. As shown below (pp.83-5), 
the in~("rtion of the Binsey passage rationalises Life A's gross confusion over the locations of 
Hampton. Binse) and SC3CQUrl. Evidcntly the 3Ulhor of Life B either knew Oxford and its 
(,Iwirons or had access to reliable information, whereas the author of Life A did not. 

Lifr B must have been written before the translation of Frideswide's relics in 1180, 
\,'hich would otherwise have been mentioned, and in any case the Pcrshorc manuscript is 
probahly rather earlier than this. On tht, other hand, the version of Life A available to the 
author of Life Band 10 us contains spellings which can scarcely pre-date c. II OO (below, 
p.82). The prologue of Life B implies that Life A was of unknown authorship and held in 
doubtful repute, suggesting at least a generation or so between the two Lives. Thus the 
likcl) date-ranges arc (. 1100-30 for Life A and c.1140-70 for Life B. 

Ihe obvious candidate for thc author of Life B is the scholar Robert of Crick lade, prior 
of St. Frideswide's between 1139 x tl and 1174 X 80· His literary interests certainly 
included hagiography, for he wrote a life of St. Thomas of Canterbury (now only known 
from an Icelandic version); hl' has also tentatively been identified as the ' Master Robert' 
\\ ho composed a Lalin life, also now lost, ofSt. f\lagnus ofOrkney.9 A quick comparison of 
Life B with one of Robert's known works, Vi Connubio lacob, 1O reveals close similaritit"s both 
in st}le and in sentiment. Alleasl five of Life S's scriptural quotations are also used in lacob, 
twO of them twice and one thrl'c times; II the author deals with similar moral themes 
(notably gluttony, attacked in section I of Life Band several times in lacob); and there are 
some striking correspondences in style and vocabulary.12 Given the inherent likelihood that 
Robcrt would have been interested in the patron-saint of the house of which he was prior, 
the attribution of Life B to him must be considered extremely strong if not conclusive. 

II I'm Ro~n's dal('S srt' D_Knowles. c.:"; L. Bruok(' and V.C.M. London, The IItarU of Rtlll'OUJ JlOWtS , 
J-.1IJ:lnnd nnd Ira/if, 940-1216 (1972), 180. Hr had Ixrn succ('rd«l as prior by Philip before th(' translation or 
l"ridrs\~ide's rthcs 011 12 Fcbruary 1180 (lxlow, p.117). (There is no ('vidence for the precise deaLh·dat(' or 1180 
giVC'1l in some works. still less ror Ihal of 1188 gi\.·('n by JB. Schneyer, Rtptrtorilml tit, JAltlnuthrn SmnontS. 
Btllra.(t ~u, (;m/uchtt dtr Phi/orophu und Tholoxu dtJ .\IIUtin/lm, xliii.5 (Munster, 1974), 171--6.) 

OJ Roberl'S works arc- di~cusS<"d in ~1 Burro .... "\ (<<I Co//tc/nltta /I (0 H .S. xvi, 1890), 160--5; A B. Emden, II 
Bio~raphun/ JU(isltr of tIlL (''''rml~'' of O~rottl (1957), i . .''it 3-11, I-Ixikt!"fi, T1u%ltt 14"" Ki'CM, viit (Freibu/"R, 1963) 
1338: R\\ HUIlI. 'En~lish Learnin~ in Ih(' 1..301(' r .... eirlh C('nlury'. T'QIIJ. R~·. Hut_ Soc. 4th S(:r.xix (1936), 31 ·3, 
37-8. relr tilt" Thomas I('XI ('(' ,110;0 P G_ Foot(', 'On Ih(' Fragmentary T('xt ConC(min~ 51. Thomas Becket in 
SIIld.. I)('~. fol. nr. 2'. So.(n.Bool. ojthr I'iklllg SIKU~", :,<\1 (1961), 4()3-50; id('m, introduction to Eo,~., Ict/andlC 
.llanurmplf In FammlLt, iv (1%2). 7 18; M Ormr, 'A R('construction of Robert of Crick lade's Vita et Miracu la S. 
fhumOlt· Canluariensis', Ana/trIo Bollandil11lo, Ixxxiv (1966),379--98. Finnbogi Cu.:)mundsson, Or~1ltJllIga Sala, 
fslrnzk Fomril xxxiv (R('ykja\-ik, 19(5), xlvi ·xlvii, di<sC'US\CS th(' possiblr idcntity of'Masler Robert ' with Rohen 
ufCricklad("; hr is known 10 have visil('d Scotland all('ast once in the 11I500I (Rtgtsto Rtg.Scott. i, Nos. 223-·5. 228. 
:lbO) , and might have b<"com(' Intere$l('d in St. Ma~nus there. 

II! Bodl. MS Laud Misc. 725. 
II (a) fA:ciiii.12: Lift B ~r(".9, larob ff 173,181 (b) ~t.all \ 14 Lift B sec. 16, lacob r.loa. (c) Mall . vii.ll: Lift B 

\('1 1, In(oll rr_128,169' (d) Rom."\;i.33: LUt B 5(.'("".9./a(06 f.153' (t) Philipp.iii_1 9: Lift B sec. 4, In(06 fr.9·1, 127' 
Hb' land d_ attack on glullol1\ In Jacob ff. 147- 50'). 

IJ For ('xample; (a) No\imus ('nim, el vald(' nOliimus, (Iuoniam si voluem.. (Lift B sec. 16)/ No\-i enim, el 
\'aldr IIO\"!. IX-us meus. quia Iu es (loaJiJ f.92'). (b) absque corporis incommodo ... (Ufo B sec.7)/ .. 
("01 pori ("S'i(' incommooa ; Qui! ("nim omnia corporis incommoda enumNarc pos"!it:> (locob f 101). (c) Propterea 
dirhu\ a .... iduf ("I nOClibU5 pi is lac rima rum rivulis. sU.!l I)iriis quoqu(' et gcmitibus, cordis maclabal hO~liam in 
hnluc.lU .. lum accrplabii<" Dominu. ~Iundi eliam fenur sic POSIPOSUi.s~ gloriam. sic ad sUJXrnam hanelart 
p.lInam (I.ift B s('0.3 and -1)/ Add(' ('tiam quia eum \ id('r(' conting-it in ron~rtgalione sanCia, hos iciunii 



SAi"T FRIOF.~\\ IDE RECO:-;SIDERED 81 

More difficull is the relalionship be."een Lire A and Malmosbury: did he use LIre A as 
we have it, Life A in some earlier form, or an independent source? ~lalmcsbury of len 
summarised, and in this case his SlaccalO narrative has decidedly the appearance of a 
summary: we call1lOl argue from its brevity that his source was also short or simple. HIS 
account of Fridcs\\ ide's night from hrf suitor differs significanth from Life A, while at the 
same lime containing somt" strong cchOt"s of it 

.HtJiwulh'm 

l"ht' kin't projXls("S marria~(' 10 f'ridt's\\.idt'. 

Silt' rejt'cis 111m, 'avowing ht'r chastity 10 Iht' Lord 
ChriSI' 

Ht' prt'partS 10 lakt' ht'r b, li,rct'. 

WarntXl (If this, sht' hidt's in .l \\.ood: he folio" 5 ht'r, and 
'with God's ht'lp sh(' ('ntt'fS Oxford at dead of lIight b)1 
rn(,.lIlS of hiddt'n \\.3\5' 

He follows her to Oxford 

Sh(' pra\s for prolt'ctiun for h(,,,t'lf • .md punishm("nt for 
him 

Ht' Int's to t'nlt'r Ih(' to"" "ilh hi~ mt'n, and is strurk 
blind rht'rtfort' kin~ art' un"iliinll;: to t'nter Oxfc>rd 

H(' r('pt'l1t$ and st'nds rne'lst'"ngc.-r.i 10 pld.Calt' her. and 
hi'> sight is reslor('d 

I~ft •• 

Kin't Algar !>Cods rnC'S"t'ngt'fS to propose rnarria'(t' 10 

Fridt'Swide, \\.ith threats if sh(' refu.sc:s. 

Sht' rt'jects tht'rn bt-c.ause sh(" is '\xlrolht'd to ehn I, 
King of all kinff,J' 

Th(' m~S("ngtrs pre-part' 10 take her by fort'(" 

Sh(" prays for proltC"Iion for ht'rsdf and punishment fur 
Ihern 

Tht' messengers art' truck blind, and rt'pt'"1l1 ; ~ht' pra)s 
for Iht'm, and tht'ir si'thl is restOred 

\\arnro by an angd, and with miraculous hdp. sht' 
lra"t'!s by bo3t to B<unptoll and hid('s in a " 'ood 'calll'd 
Bill!ic) , 

AII(.lr sets OUI fOf" Oxford. mtt'nt 10 Vlolal(, ht'r 

Ht' lries 10 ('!lIn tht" lown with his men, and i~ struck 
blind Thcrt'fOIT king~ ar(" un"illilll1;: 10 ("ntt'r Q",IC,rd 

Ht' remains blind .tnd Ullr("pt'nlant . Sht' r("turns I() 

Oxford somt' lhrt't' yt'an I;Her. 

\VhnC' the main lines of the SIOr) arc concerned, it seems prima facie likely thai 
f\ falrncsbury's is the earlier version. The transformation of his over-persistent young man 
into Life A's wicked tyrant has didactic and dramatic advantages, whereas the reverse 
process does not. Likewise, the blinding of Algar at the lown gales makes sense if 
Frideswide is trapped insidr, but not ifshe is safcl} at Sampton. Her appeal for di\·ine aid 
a~ainst the mrssengers, and their blinding, repentance and curc, in Life A. is clearly the 
samc sequence of ('\·('l1ts which in Malmesbury's version involves the king himselr. 

On the other hand, .Malmesbury's condensed phrases sometimes suggest an under· 
lying longer narrative, similar in places LO Life A but differently ordered. The messengers 
\'Vho convey the king's rCp<'ntance in f\talmesbury may equatc \\-ith those who convey his 
milial demands in Lire' A; Fridcswide's rejection of him because she is 'vowed to chastit) in 
the Lord Christ' cchO<'s her longer explanation to thr messcngers; her return to Oxford 

amiClOS. maci~u(" ronf("("tos, illo ac;sidut' orandu. dulclbu!io Inl('rdum d('(·urlTnlibus laC"rimi~ ad upe-m.cm 
palriam hanc!o desidt'rio su"pira,ut'"s (/nrub f.I14-). (a') qua st' Ahissimo fore !limilrm promil1("bal ruf tht'" 
Ixvil} (uf~ B S("C. 7)/1mmo t'I in h()(: magn Diabl',lum imll,lIur, qui ait, 'Em '>imili \lli~IIl1C)' C/Q(ob fI10'). (tJ 

dt' forma homini~ nichil fc-rt' in"~ \ idt'rtlUr prctt'r (",I(,(,lura linidmt'nta \ dut in IrulU.O .ld formdm hurn~Hli 
("orporis da<:clo (Lif~ H lI("c.18)/. niehil fc.-rc de" 1Xt) ("tra humani liniamcnta ('(Jrpurill. ac" nun lunna 
humani corporis rorpnreum f/-.,oII .fr 151'/. 1.'>8) til Si. quando i("iunanl It'rn. m.-rique querilur. unc1(' Ic.-iunii 
dampnum rnutualur Sed nun 01 hoc 1('IUnium quod ('f~ diCIt DomlnU f/..ljt B s« 1 '·t'rtllltr3u.l1f"iuna . sat 
UI ab hf)mmibus a~lin('nl \.idt'aris; non nl hoc I('iunium quod de1{i dUll Oominus /aroh 1".160 . 
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'with God's help by means ofhiddrn way!)' r('calls her voyage to Sampton with the angelic 
boatman. There may also be a direct ccho of Life A's 'indc creditur inolrvissc reges 
Oxincfordiam non intrare' in f\.lalmesbury's 'hine timor regibus inolevit Anglic illius urbis 
ingressum ... ca\"erc'. 

To propose that Malmesbury firsl formulatcd these passages, and that thC' canons of 
Oxford used his GtsLa Ponlificum immediatcly afterwards as a basis for their own saint's Vila, 
is hard), plausible. The aiternaliv(' (,xplanation is that both l\.1almesbury's narraliv(' and 
Life A (cOcct some lost text, which was condensed for the former and expanded for the 
lauer. \\'c have ~falm('sbury's explicit statement that he consulted the archives of St. 
Frides\\idc's Pri0r1' and it is more Ihan likcly that he was shown hagiographical material 
011 this occasion. i This would make Life A a source of independent value, preserving 
clemellls from the earlier lext: f\.1almet;bury is useful as evidence for the main lines of the 
unadapted story. and Life B for a rew extra details which mayor may not be genuine 
traditions. 

III!: .\lIIlORSHIP OF LIFE .\ 

rJu' refcrcnc("s 10 places and people show Ihal Life A in its penultimate form (in other 
words the archetype of the :\Iero manuscript and Life B, below p.95) cannot have been 
earlier than the late 11th century. The places mentioned arc Oxford (Oxmifordia), (the folk 
(1) Lincoln (LincolimJtJ), (the folk of) Leicester (uims/rrllJts), Bampton (Em/onia), Binsc) 
(Btnwa), and Seacourt (Stutcordia). All except Binse) correspond closely to the Domesday 
(1086) forms, whereas OxnaJordo, Btm/unt and Stoftcanuyrtllt would be more likely in a 
10th-century source. I I Binsey is normally Btn.tst]t, Buntstia in the 12th centu!)'. and no 
earlier forms arc known. IS ~1odcrnisation of placenamcs is only to be expected, so the forms 
arc in no sense cvidence that Llle places werc not mentioned in the hypothetical earlier 
sourcc. 

Apart from Frideswide herself (Fri/htsuui/ha), the people mentioned by name art' her 
parents (King Didonus and Quccn Sifrida), her nurse (lElfgiva), her suitor (King .4lgorns), 
the bishop of Lincoln (Or/larus), and the beneficiaries of three miracles (.Ilwardus, uowrnus, 
,I/htlwoldus). The last three arc the Anglo-Norman Liltin forms of standard late Old English 
nilmes (.Eifu'tard, uoJu-lnt, .E/htlu'oM), and rna) well be picked at random; perhaps the 
same applies to the suitor (.Elfgar). 'Orgar bishop of Lincoln' looks like a crude 
anachronism \\hich would be impossible beforc th(' 1090s, since the sec of DorchrstCf was 
onl} lran~;lcrred to Lincoln in 1072. But it isjust possible that this reference- has substance 
after all: between the 690s and the 72Us the bishop of the old ~1crcian see of Llndse) was 
one Ead.~ar. who may conceivably have exercised diocesan functions in the Oxford area. ib 

,\s Stc'mon pointed out. Sifrida 'seems 10 be due to a confusion betw("cn the Old 

11 Willi.lnl or~'almesbul). Dt (;tJlu R,(lIm In,(ID1Jlm . rd \\ Stub~. i Roll .. Srr xc.1. 1887), :113. Dr\lan 
fholckcr (pt ..... comm.) notcs thai in thr wmpardhlr (."'t· of St. \\'('rbur~h ~'almC"sbun· ~'\'fS iI mirolclr 'Hnn.., 
radirall} diffrrenl rrom Ihc version in Werbur~h's r,'a, whirl! is most lil;.('ly 10 b(' simply ,I ~arbh-d sUllllIl.lry. 

t~ P./I.' Ot/ln. 1'1, 3()'}; P .\T. Btrh 165 
I) P.I" . Oton. 26. 
th ~Ir ~.R. nassctl ( pef"\ cornm.) sug~('M' ·the 1)()'isibiliIY of a bi~hop of Lincoln drpulisil1't. durin~ Iht' 

prnhahk va(,lnty (,f i.ricrstfr in 70S-:n, lor th(' his hop (Ir Lichrlrld in thurch m.J.tt('n in the south('rnmOSI part of 
··gf('.Hrr \(('rna'" Cf his fonhcomin't papn -I.inwln ilnd lht" .\u'tlo .. Saxon S« of Lind~('v" which notn ·a 
numhc·r ul rt.rC"ren("(·~ If) a bi!>lwp of J.inwln (.1') npP""t'd lO Lindsey) in I)f>in~ bdor(' I06h. n01.l1l of which ,trt' 

r.I"Iih di')mi"lsrd .n 'U1.lchroni"lm,· 'flIe that I.ift- B ... r( '), has Jridfswidr' wn .. nralro h ... thr bi:-;h(ll) uf thr rud 
dICK'· r 
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English "cerrith and Sa:"lhryth, which are respecuvely masculine and feminine names':17 it 
rna) be a garblin~ of S<llhrylh, or it mav be invented. DldanUJ, on the other hand, could be a 
rather corrupt Latinisation of D"da, Dida or D)dda, all ,,·idencro b) placcnamcs. This 
name "Quid occur less rradily to an Anglo-:":orman writcr than would the others, and rna} 
be more Iikd) to represenl genuine tradition. Finally, FnJhuuullha and ~£lfgit'a would both 
be clcccptable in a pre-Conquest Latin text. The fact that lht' name of Frides\' .. idc's nurs(' 
appears in an An~lo-Saxon form (.Elfgil'Q), but the lecherous king', in an Anglo- orman 
onc (.t/garus), may be a sign that the more homely and inconsequential detail is the more 
authentic. 

Textual ('\"idrnce (1)('low, p.95) suggests somt' possibility, but no more than this, that 
the archetype of Life A lacked certain passages which appear in the Nero manuscript: 
Fridcswidc's invocations of Cod to heal Algar's messengers, the young man of Sea court and 
the demoniac ftsherman; the t\VO posthumous miracles; the dating of Frideswide's death to 
727; and the localion of her grave. \\,ith tht.·se possible exceptions, the tc.xt is the work of 
onc man: it is characterised throu~hout both by stylistic ineptitude and by a marked 
tend('ncy to rCp(:al catch-phrases. I '" This man can scared) have been a professional 
hagiographer, and his topographical errors show that he was not local; he may well have 
beell one of \\'imund's new canons, brought from some distant Augustinian house. 19 If he 
was actin" in the Prior) al some date close to \Villiam of ~falmC'sbury's visit, he could well 
ha\·e re-worked. into a mor(' unified or edifying form, a body of older material which 
~lalmesbur, abo used. This material could ha\·(' been of various kinds: not necessaril) a 
sin~k ('ita, but brief lessons or stories, miraclcs collected in one or many places, and e\"cn 
oral traditions. I n this context must be considered the central CfUX: the confused and 
inconsistent accounts of Frides\'.:ide's Hight from Oxford. 

I HI-. KA~II'IO'-BI"SEY I'ROBLDI 

Tht' Frid{'s\\<jdc of popular legend hid at Binse)" whefe a well sprang lip in response to her 
pr;n("fs. So w('lI-known and \vcll-Io .... ed is this slOry that her conncCLion with Bampton is 
usuall~ forgottcn. But in facl it is far from clear thal the Binse)' episode is the morc 
important. \\'illiam of~lalmesbury merely ~ays that sh{' 'hid in a wood' Life A's account of 
her flight and exile is as foIlO\ .. ·s: 

Tht' hln:ioro \ irgin an~(" and called '\\U nUll'S, \ Irgim;. droic.lled \\ ilh 11("r 10 (;cKI \\"hfOO thr-y rr.tCht'd 
Iht' Ri\(' r Tham('s <b tht" angd had dir('uro Iht\ round .I boat. and ~illinl( in it a \ounflt man .... ilh a 
JIIkamin(, anl{rli('lac(' ""ho thus addr('§sed th.:- \"iriCiu!i. '~t('p inlU tlu" hnat. h .. I1I1\\('d \ irJ{i1l5. rh~ gut into 
Iht' hoat dnd. RUldrd by tilt' Lord. amHo "" ithin an hour's pact' at the to ..... n caUro Hampton. The) Idl tht' 
bt .... c. and at non" Iht' \flung man \anished rrum theIr 'iiJ1;hl Thrn hie- 'it'd rode- widt' rearin't tht' wicked 
kinJ(s s;narn. ""rnl ""ilh hrr \i~in1 intu a crr1ain "'ood (".alll-d Bm"'," , nolliu frum Ihal to"'" Thrre- thn
f/lund a p.lIh Ie-.uting In a mall hou$t', built;n form("r umr b\ IlI"Hhmrn lituardin~ htrds o[:,,,,;nr ",hie}, 
''' • .is ("(lmpirl('l) w\tn·d '" Ilh ;\"\ .. I"h(' mOSI hn"'; virgin ('nlard il wilh hrr \"Ir!lin ... fnnil\ing hrrself", ilh ,h(' 
"U~1l of thr h •• I, c"flYSS. l8Ji"din~ of A1't"ar.1 ·'·hr r("\"('rrod \-in:in sla\ro in Ihal w()(Kllnr aboUI thf"ff \-ran 

I ~Iiradt (lllhe blind girl of B.lmpton; miradt' (If tht' \uun~ man (.r ~atoUr1; mirad(' of the drmunaac 
II Iwrm.lll. J Onr da" <;h(' <;..lid to her comJ><1nion~, 'I..rl U5 r("turn to (Jur nwnastrry .' So a boat WdS nude 
rr •• d). thr hi s("d \·in:in tmb.arkrd, and cominl{ to thr ein ofOxiord Ihn "C'r(, (('("rived Wilh honour b) 
lilt' ("ilil("111 .tnd .. II Iht' dt'rg) 

., ~t("ntun Ol).ril. 1l00r 1, 105n. 
1$ f am Iil:ratt!iJ11CI Dr. ~tirharll .. lpid~r Ii.r lht' 1(.110 .... illl{ I'Ulllmtnl. In m, '''''W, 1111: "1\1<- 01 tli(' \\0 hult' is that 

uf our rallu'r implr-mindrd narrator. a m.m uf no )1) lisli( pn'lc-u if>n~ "hair. rr liti\C'n III rrpetilion of "orC"! • 
phra"M and '"on tnll"liuns' 

.. SU~I{(,5ticm b\- Dr Rudn~ Thomson flX'rs.nom m. ) 
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Fig. I !'he Hampton rpisodr in Lift' A, from B.L. MS Colton "\C-rH E I Iii) f156' The- rr;l'iI."c:I \\ords ran Ix- rt'.ul 
.n quod J,citur JJrntSio undrr uhra-\'juit't light \uual sizt". Rtprodllrtd ~J pmniHior, of til/' TruJIUJ ~I thr /J"tHh 
I.ibran. 

Any inhabitant of Oxford must have known that Binse)' is not a wood in BamplOn, 
Ihirteen miles 10 Ihe weSI, bUllies less Ihan '''0 miles from Ihe cilY (Fig. 2). The possibilily 
of i.\ straightfon+¥ard mistake - that theT(' was a \\ood in Samplon which had a name 
resembling Binscy and came lO be confused with il- is ruled out by the miracles associated 
wilh Ihis episode. The firS!, Ihe healin~ ofa blind girl, is explicill) localed al Bamplon. BUI 
Ihe second beneficiary is a young man of Seacourl, which lay only 600 yards from Binsey 
church (Fi~. 3):20 obviously his miracle must relale 10 Ihe genuine Binse). It must be 
conclud('d that there were separate legends of Frideswidc at Bampton and at Binscy, both 
in\'olvin~ miracles, and that Life .\ has conOalcd and confused them. 

In Ihe 121h celllu,> Binse) belonged 10 SI. Frideswide's Priory. The lownsfolk 
challcngt,"d the canons' ownership in 1139, and it has been suggested that the weaving orthe 
Binse} stor)' into Frideswidr's legend was a response to this challenge.21 But elements in 
the story must be older Ihan this. The author or I.irc A was aware or a Binsey episode, but 

~I SCI.' ~t Biddlr. ')'hr D('st'TlN'1 \trdin',11 \'ill.ll{(" ofS("a("(lIIrI. Uuhlllrt·, O,,,,unuia. ",,,,\.-iixx\ii (1%1(2), 
7t~1 

~I H ~lavr.Hartil1~. 'Tht' Miradrs ol'!-'t, hiclf"$wiclt· in II \la\r-tlilnin't and R,t ~Inur{' (rds) • . ~luJ,n In 

\ltdut'Qlllulory PWntuJ (0 R,IIC J)QlU (Iqas) Ilit 
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no' of i,s practical u,ility. A story desi'l"ed to bolst<r the Ie~al claim would have 
emphasised the nuns' ownership of Binsey; it would ct'rtaini) not have mi~-Iocaled it so 
grossly. It rna) well be that the incompetent author of Llfr .\ fram("d his narrative as a 
vehicle for miracle' stories already assigned to Bampton and Bin5.cy rC!ipecli\'e1). In an) 
case, 'he ge~raphical confusion is itself good evidence ,ha' 'he bod) of older tradi,ion 
included bo,h a Bampton episode and a Binsey episode. 

Not surprisingly, this failed to satisfy the mid 12th-century canons. The mistake must 
have been a prime rcason for the dispara~cm('nt of Life A mentioned in Life B's prologue; 
awareness of it is demonstrated by the erasure of the \\<ords 'called Binsey' in the Xcro 
manuscrip' of Life A (Fig. I). The au,hor of Life B solved 'he problem by inserting, 
between the first and second Sampton miracles, a new chapter which transports 
Frideswidc from Bampton to Binsey in Lime to cure the young man ofSeacourt. The ccntral 
passage reads: 

\\-ht"n .. boat had b«n madt" read,:, and she and ht"r comp.lniUl1$ had t"mbarkt'd. It \\-el1l swifth and 
surel)- by the buatm('n's sirength to tht rstalr callrd Bin .. n nrar thr Cit) J)i,t"mbarkin~ and ~ur\(1'in~ Ihe 
scenr, shr decidrd that it ",ould be u.5cful 10 slay fC>r a short whilC' f)uI!lld(' Ih(' city and d('\ot(' tlu:'mselvt'S to 
\ .... erl Iranq\llUuy. rhe \'irgins whom she had lC'fl in lh(' monastery would not rind it troublesome 10 com( 
therr, and II would be Icss ('xpo .. cd to the townsfolk, alwa) s looking for lome fr('sh novdty, On that estale 
",as a plan' ('nlall'tled with \-arious kinds of tr('('S, callrd TIrombu" 111 Ih(' Saxoll longu(' b«ausc of the many 
diff('r('nt Sp«iM of thorns Ihen'. lond~ and m~t suitdble for dr\oliun. Here she 'ltr.li~ht",a\· built an 
orator., and mdn, buildin~ wtll-SUlltd to ,h(' n«-ds (.fhol\- propl('. And iner the braneh of the rivcr ",as 
om(' way ,,"'a\<. and shr fclt il IIlwm'C'l1i('nt for Ih(' sisl('f") 10 go Ih('r(' 10 dr"", wal('r, sh(' obtainrd by her 

prayrf'S a ",('II which rrmain!l 10 Ihis: da~, and p<'rforms: h('aling work tClr many .... ho dnnk from it [or who 
pray Ihrr('I ,""1 

Thus St. .Margarct 's well makes it first appearance. GIH'n that there existed a Binsey 
SlOry of some kind. it may be that the author of Life B had access to independent sources or 
tradilions. But the proprietary motive is now obvious, and is emphasised by the use of the 
word prtdium (estale). The samc word, and the same emphasis, appear in the rubric to the 
Binsey section of the late medieval 1. Fridrswide's Cartulary: ' predium nuncupatum 
Bunseyc ... fuit de tcmpore quo S. Frideswyda corpore vixit predicto monastcrio 
donatum'.:13 In the last analysis, it must be accepted that whereas the 12th-century canons 
had no vcsted interest in Fridcswide's association with Bampton, they had a clear one in 
her association with Binsey. But neither episode can be dismissed, for there are indepen
den' signs ,ha, bo,h Bamp,on and Binse} were places of significance, and perhaps of 
rcli~ious significance, in the mid-Saxon period. 

niL U\-ES I~ I HEIR HISTORICAL COXTI:X'I 

This section assumes the premise that lhC' 121h- entury Lives contain clements of an oldcr 
tradition, potentially informative about Oxford and its region in the 7th and 8th centuries. 
T'he test of these clements must be their consistency or othen .... ise, adduced on general 
grounds, wilh the conditions of the age to which thcy ostcnsibly refer. \\'e must therefore 
examine the Fridcswide legend in the broader context of royal and ecclesiastical organisa
tion in the area, some of the evidence for which is mapped in Fig. 2. 

The first Germanic coloniscrs of the ppcr Thilm<."s were the 'Vest Saxons, whose 

:J2 Unforlunal('h thr readings potalftliJIU and jltlnltl/J"i ha\(' r-quat IrxlU.1t ",c:i'{ht l.lt'tm ... p.11U nutl" 31'1 
n Cllrbllim oj tJ" \I,lWirry of .\t, FrUltlllUU, rd_ !',_R. Wntram ii II , OI-i.S_ '(xviii ''('(I. 189>-61 Ii. 18 
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descendants had a tradition that British strongholds at Benson and Eynsham were 
captured in "571' 24 Archaeology confirms that both placC'!) ta) in areas ofintensi\-c aCll\it~ 
during thc pagan An~lo-Saxon period; and when, in 634, the \\'cst Saxon became 
Christian, their bishopric v .. "as established at Dorchester-on-Thames ncar thr' royal 
headquartcrs at Bcnson.2~ But mcan"hilt\ the rapid gro'Wlh of~lcrcia under iLS ~cal kings 
Penda (?621>-55) and \\'ulfhere (658-75) was involvin!( a relemles thrust down the 
Thames Valley towards London. IrFrideswide was born in the neighbourhood orOxrord in 
the mid to latc 7th ccnLury, her father and tht territory which he ruled mUSt have been 
subjcct to ~Iercian overlordship. 

The known history of Oxfordshirc in these years is essentially the history of its saints. 
Birjnu~. the Italian missionary who converted the \Vest Saxon court, was buried at 
Dorche~lrr in (.650; the foundation of \Vinchester Cathedral, and the removal therr of 
Sirinus's relics in (.690,:1h reflect the retreat of \Vessex's north-eaSlern frontier in the face of 
Mercian expansion. Meanwhile, the Mercian nobility were being converted by a mission 
rrom Northumbria led bi t.Diuma, \\ho died in ~Iiddle Anglia in 658 in a district which 
Bcde calls IlIf,ppm,~um2 Exc<pt that this is probably identical with the Fttrpmga or the 
Tribal Hidag(" iLS location is unknown, but by the- 10th century Diuma's relics \\ere 
enshrined at Charlbury in Oxfordshire.28 Since the bones of important saints were rarely 
translated to obscure churches, this suggests thaI Charlbury was significant in the 7th 
century and perhaps that Diuma died there. 

Bctween 660 and 700 both \\'essex and ~fercia saw an unparalleled number of 
monastic and quasi-monastic foundations, the centres of the new 'minsler'-based parochial 
or~anisalion .. '" tan) vverc double houses, ruled by the generation of princcss- saints whom 
James Campbell has aptly termcd the 'holy cousinhood'.'·' Thus the O,rordshire minster or 
BiC<Sler housed the relics or a lad) named Eadburh, reputedly a sister or King Wulfllere, 
whose niece St. Osyth had her own community at Avlesbury a few miles eastwards along 
Akeman Stre(,(.31 So it is eminently credible that a Atercian sub-king, if this is what 'Didan' 
was, should have founded a monastery at Oxford and made his daughter 'Fridcswide' 
(Frilhusu'ilh, 'Peace-Strong') tht' first abbess. Given the mid-Saxon habit of repealing 
name-riements within families, some relationship is possible with a pair oflate 7lh-ccmury 
l\lercian nohles whose names also began Frilh-: \VuHhere's sub-king Frithuwold, benefac
lOr orChensc) minster in the carl) 670s and reputedl) the rather orst. Osyth by a sister or 
\\'ulfhere: and his kinsman Frithuric pnnaps, \"ho founded the Lriccstcrshirc minster of 
Brcrdon-on-the-Hill. " The West Saxon king 1Ethclheard was married I>y the 730s to a lad) 
named Frithu~yth ,·B a dose contemporary of Fridcswidr and conceivably even her sister. 

..'~ .4.,,(Io-SQ\olf Chrome/t. \.a. 571, (The allribUlion or this annal 10571 i,l I)robabl) ;lrbitrary, and the- date 
S('('1n likeh 10 ht much Ion lal(,., 

} C. Bril{g, ,J. Coui.. and T R(I~kl fro .), T1It .tullMoloo oj 1M OxjorJ RtIID" (19&), map II~ 8utltu Opna 
flulonla , «t. C. 1)lummer (18%). I, 139. 

lb Baltlat OP'1lJ lIu/orua. rd. C. Plumm('r (1896). i, 110-1. ii, 143-5. 
, IbId . I, )70-1 

I) . "\ Rhll.I'\un . ' Li\u of Sam Is' R("Stln~·Plact'S in .\ng!u-S.lxon En~Jand" A"glo· ~.ron En(lantl \"ii (1978), 
64.90, 

;I'J ~ for inSt.111fC J, C,unpbdl. 'The First Century of Chri!itiallllY in Engl.lnd'. 10 J. CampbtU. EJJ~yj in 
Anglo-Soxolf llirlon (1(86). 1~~·67:J. Blair, ' Minster Churches in Ihe- Land~Glp<". in D. Hooke (ed.). Anglo-Saxon 
StttlcmL"/J (f(.n hwming ). 

W J, Campbell, 'Somt' T~elr!h·Ccntuf1' \'j(,ws of the An~I()-Sa'(on Past ', In Camplxll op.cit. nOte 29. 218-19. 
11 Set- C Hohler. '~t OSYlh and Aylesbury' Rto"''' of 8Ul'A'''(MmJ/UTr, x\'iii (1966-70), 61~72 . 
.,1 .J Ulair. 'FnthU\Oo(Jld' Kin~d(lm and Ihe Ori~ins fir ~UrTe-l in~, R, BataC'tl (ro.), T1tt OriglrtJ oj A",l.SoXOff 

A:",tdomJ ( I..('ict'~u("r L P. rnnhwmin'{). 
11 .. 1Ir(/ ... Sa.\,o" (.lmlflul, S.il 737 
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To propose an C'xtensive Frith- famil) is conjecture; but certainly Frideswidc's name and 
supposed parentage are wholly appropriate to the age and context in which the Anglo
Norman writers placed her. 

Ifher father was a Mercian sub-king, how large was his kingdom? It is unlikely to have 
stretched south of the Thames, where West Saxon princes (such as the Cissa who founded 
Abingdon minslcr) ':H were ruling in the lale 7th century. The region around Oxford was 
bounded east by the Tribal Hidage territorv of the Gil/t"utn. and west by the Hwiccc; to 
the north, a large tract of Oxfordshire, presumably including the FItTpinga if they were 
indeed centred on Charlbury, had links with orthamptonshire and evidently belonged to 
Middle Angli •. " This leav<s an area, lying roughly between the Thames to the south, 
Olmoor and the Chilterns LO the cast and south-cast, and the COlswolds to the west and 
north-W('Sl, for which no early tribal or territorial identity is known. It includes three places 
of evident importance in the Anglo-Saxon period, all of which had minster churches: 
Eynsham, Oxford and Bampton. Princedoms in the age of overlords hip could bc both 
artificial and transient:36 "Didan's' kingdom may havr been much larger than this, an 
amalgam of territorirs which were later re-combined into other patterns. But it is worth 
suggesting that the legends which associatt" Fridrswide with a monastery at Oxford, and 
with a rt'fuge at Sampton, prcserve distant memories of a Thames Valley heartland. This 
heartland may well be perpetuated as the 300-hide estate 'at Eynsham' which brlonged to 
the see of Canterbury before the 820s,37 for Eynsham stands out clearly as the dotnlllam 
place: despite its later obscurity, the strong implication both of the pa~an Saxon finds and 
of the '571' annal is that it was originally more important than Oxford. 

Oxford, like Eynsham, occupies a site almost pre-determined for a major settlement: 
on a tongue of gravel between the Thames and the Cherwell, and at an important Thames 
crossing. Excavations in St. Aldalc's have produced evidence for human activity along the 
line of this crossing from the 8th century onwards,,)8 Frideswidc's monastery, assuming that 
it stood where the Cathedral now stands, was at the north (or Mercian) end of the ford, on 
the south edge of the gravelterrac{'. In 1985, excavations in the Cathedral cloister revealed 
a cemetery which began in or around the 8th century.3~ This provides strong if indirect 
support for the historical existence of Fridcswide and her monastery, for it shows that the 
late 9th-century fortified town was laid out around some existing religious sile.4() 

Many 7th- and 8th-century minsters may have been mixed communities of nuns, 
monks and priests, the last being needed for parochial duties. U The presence of a female 
head strongly suggests that the Oxford house was of this type, as does Life A's statement 
that Didan provided 'religious men' to serve the nuns. The reference to a 'refectory, 
dormitory and cloister' speaks more of the 12th century than of the 8th. On the other hand, 

H f.M Slrnton. 7l~ &r~., flutolY oj Ahl1lltJon Ab~ ( 1913). 
1 ~ B;ls!.ett op.cit . nOlr 32, passim; C_ foard , 'Th{" Administrative Organisation of Nonhamplonshirt' in the 

S .. lCon Period', in SC. Hawkrs. J. Campbell dnd 0 Brown (ttl .), An~/o·SlUon Stwlw In ArduuoloD tJllti NUIory, IV 

(1985), 196-9. 
1t, Cf. paprrs by O. Oumvillr and J. Blair in Ilassclt op.cil. nOlr 32. 
17 King Cornwulfof Mrf('ia acquirttl this rstalr from Archbishop Wulfr~ in 821 : 5("(" N. Brooks, Till J.:.arty 

lIiltory 0} tht Cltllrch 0}" Canurbury (1984), 104, 138, 181 ·2. 
18 Il.C Durham, 'Archwlogical Investigations in St. Aldatcs, Oxford' , O."tonimsia, xlii (1977),83-203. 
1.. C.j Scull , publication forthcoming. Othrr burials from thr same cernet<'ry wrre publishrd by T .G. Ila!!.11l 

III Oxom~lUilJ , xxxviii (1973), 271J.-4 
411 Thrrr arr close analogi" for this, notably Warrham dnd Crickladr: cr.] Haslam (ttI_) , Angio.Saxon Towns 

In Southtrn En.(loM (1981). 213-14, 106-7 . 
.. , Cf C.1mp})(oU and Blair, opp.C"it. note 29. 
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Life A may possibly preserve a hint that the community had morc than one church. Didan 
is said to have had his church dedicated 'in honour of the Holy Trinity, the spoLlcss Virgin 
Mal") and All Saints' The church could certainly have had a multiple dedication, but if so 
it is tran~e that Frides"ide asks 'for a gra,'e to be opened for her in the cburcb of the 
blessed Mary mother of God', and is buried 'in St. Mary's church on the south sidc'. This 
problem could be rc oked by supposing that the Juthor conftated a memory of three 
churches, dedicated respectively to the Trinity (perhaps originally the Saviour or the 
Divine Wisdom)," the Virgin, and All Hallows," in the second of which Frideswide was 
buried. Sincr the canons later believed that their church was enlarged around her grave 
(below, p.116), the direct predecessor of the present Cathedral must have bcen t. lIIary's; 
on the other hand, one "rit of Henry I is addressed to 'the church of the Holy Trinity of 
Oxford'.+! Although the dedication could derive from the .-\u~ustinian priory of Holy 
Trinity Aldgatr, which colonised St. Frideswidc's, I') it would be wrong: to exclude the 
alternative possibility that it preserves some memory of the former main church, 
abanclon('d in favour of the lesser church c()nlainin~ the holy grave. Both literary and 
archaeological evidence shows that important mid- Saxon minsters commonly had multiple 
churches, sometimes on axial alignmcnL<;.llt The possibility that Alfredian Oxford was laid 
out around a lint" of churches on thc edge ofth(, gravel terrace, not around one church only, 
deserves furthrr thought.H 

Life A says that Didan endowed the monastery with rural property, described 
obscurely as 'the estates and village, of Sl Mary" and with one-third of Oxford. By the 
latter. the author presumably meant the cluster of Priory tenemenLS in the south-cast 
quarter of the 10th-century burh, around the monastic precinct, some of which were known 
by the 1130s as 'land ofSt. Fridcwidc's altar'.'· The first reliable source for the minster's 
rural holdings is JEthclred II's confinnation in 1004, \\ hich lists threc manors in OxfordshirC' 
(3 hides at Cowley, 3 at CUllcslow(' and 3 at \\'hitehill ) ilnd 011(' manor in Buckinghamshirc 
( 10 hides at Upper vVinchcndon).!f' The t'arliest claims of parochial jurisdiction post-dau.' 

IJ In Iwo t;ISrs, al York and al Christthurdl (Hanls.), llum("'O(la)" Bf)()k ('qualM droi<"ations 10 Ihr Trinil)" 
wilh dcdicatiOlu 10 Ihc permn nfChrisl: "('c R K. ~lorris. 'Akuin. York, ,mel IlIr Alma Sophia'. in L.A.S. Buller and 
R.K. ~torris (ro5.), Th~ .'",(/0--.\4\"0" eJrllrdt: Papm "' 1/111""l.r!Jj Or. II H T~,It" lG.B. \. Research Rep. Ix 
198b),82 3. In \irw oftht' wnnl"clion b<"twt'rn Eyno;ham and Oxfcmt minsll"n SU~.Ii!:Mltd b(,luw, it is \\orth nolin~ 
thai in 1005 E)llsham ~as eI rribt-d 3\ d monaslrn ·in hunMI" S.meli Sahawri\ omniumqu(' sanclnrum suorum 
iur(' dedicaIO·· Thr E,mMm (;arl/l.la,.." td H.E. Saltrr, i (O.H S. xlix. 19(7), 'lO. A bror-mll of 1122 Includes: thr 
rnlrin 'T(('s(rl Unc.:I.1r Trinitati~ ~( sam·tile \1.1ri4lt t::Rn("~h.lmnia('· and' J (f"itrJ "aoctae Trinitalis ct sanctar 
Fridt'S\ idat Oxintfordrn i!t (\ Clapham, Thrrt Jkdc-Rolls', in .ifrmorilll JOJ"mllo Sir .4/jwJ CIIIPIumt, Arch.)lfl. 
C\.j suppl fl952) , 19) 

H Or. ~llchad l.apldl(:(' ptlilll out prn.comm., thai a droltatiun tu All Saints i unlikdy 10 prc--dal(" Ihr 
gtn(',.. .. 1 ddoplicln IIf thai rta I durinJ;" Ih(' 9th century,!\('t" \ W.lmdrl 'l"n l"rmoin "'-ngln-Saxon du Calr-ndri('r 
:\1itrique d'Yllrk·. Rnw BNtlI(II"", "hi (1934" 51 ..... ). 

... CorI..SI.FnI/ op.cil. nulr 23. ii, 323: 'Pr«ipil) quod ('("dMi .. ~ ... nctl I nnilatlS 0\00 rl prior ('I c.anonio 
Icnnnt . 'cr nfltt' 12 fnr 'tht Hoh TrinH\- dnd ~I. Frirll":S\\idl" of Oll,ftlrd· at about Iht <;aml" dalr, 

H I ow(" this sUJ.(grstlon to Dr, R·iehard Hal'lt'y (:f. l)i(kin'UlIl op.cit n(llr 6, 113-15. 
... For lhr meJ!lI II"("COI di!i("ussiom (If thi phrnonll'non 5("(" W Rud .... dl. ·Chur(hrs m Ih~ Lands<:ap<", in M .1.. 

Faull (rd.), SIJUiItI ,n 1..111, ,b(lo-Saxo. Srttlnt/ntl rOT 0 E.S 1')81), 1.>-21; ~.R. Bassru, 'A Probablt Mrrcian 
Royal ~(auMlltum at Wmthcom~. Glouc.-t:Stcrsiurc', IlIllf}n' .. \:t,,\ (If)S5). 82-100. 

.. This ielca will be dl"\Tlopt'eI In a lall'r papt'r J"ht 1<I(c .\n~I() .. S.l'(on churt.'h scrms LO haH be('n immediately 
north of the pr(,!Iornl C<lthn:tr.tl. It i<; nott .... orth) Ihill d (·hurch in Ihis p:1.luon would be rxactiy on tht' axis ofSI. 
Aldalr's chun·h. UHr "'hil"h Ihl" canon of~1, FridMo\\idl"'s d.l/mn) ril{hLS in thr 12th C('lItUI)": muld 51. .\Jdal~'5 
ha\·r bt-tn onr of Ihr mnna"li( churrhrs? 

-+III Cart.St.l'nd.op.cil null' 23. i, 18 firms (IUt" dr am Sanni Fridrs\\idi dicuntur" in 1139), and pam", for 
lal('r rt'frn-nc('S . 

.. ~ PH s.aw)'rr, .1nflo-~4.l0ll Clwrtw' 411 AnllDtllud LHI tJJUJ B1biwlrap/[J (I t lf.i8). :\0.909: CArl.SI.FrUJ. i, 2-6 



90 J BLAIR 

the Augustinian reform and arc of a rather dubious character, though they may embody 
genuine information. If they do, the parochia extended east of the Cherwell to include the 
royal manor of Headington with its dependencies at Marston, Elsfield and Forest Hill.50 

The confirmation to the canons in 1122 of most of the city churches, some of which had 
parishes extending well outside the city boundary, is another sign that Sl. Frideswide's 
enjoyed residual minster rights over Oxford and its neighbourhood.sl It seems clear 
enough that the parochia or Oxford must oncl: have been comiguous with that of Eynsham, 
though mon: work is needed on its precise extent. 

The ruraJ manors provide a tantalising hint that the early history of St. Fridewide's 
church was in some way bound up with the minster at Eynsham. The only early sour e for 
Eynsham minster is a charter of 864, which implies that it had recently been deprived of a 
5-hide estate at Water Eaton." In 1005 it was re-founded as a Benedictine abb? by 
Ealdorman I£.thclm(f:f, who endowed it with several properties ofltis own acquiring.'I: But 
the charter specifics no source for 5 hides at Shipton-on-Cherwell, the first manor in the list 
after Eynsham itself: the implication must be that this belonged to the minster already. 
Thus the known pre-lEthelmrer manors of Eynsham minster, apart from Eynsham, were 
Water Eaton and Shipton-on-Cherwell. It is a most striking fact that these were contiguous 
with lhe SI. Fridcswide's land at Cutteslowe and Whitehill rcspectively, both pairs of 
manors lying on the wcst bank of the Cherwell (Fig. 2)." It looks almost as though two 
~hide manors were divided between Eynsham and Oxford minsters, in a proportion of5to 
3, at some date before the 864 charter. Ifso, the fact suggests some common dement in the 
endowment, and perhaps in the foundation, of the twO communities. 

Turning to the supposed events of Frideswide's career, the central theme is perhaps 
the most likely to have been invented: the holy virgin persecuted by a lecherous prince, but 
then miraculously saved, is a standard topos of medieval hagiography. On the other hand, in 
the context of ~1ercian overlordship a sub-king of Leicester would be no less credible a 
figure than is 81. Frideswide's father. The abduction of noble ladies for dynastic ends was 
common enough early medieval practice, and King £thclbald of Mercia, who began his 
reign cleven years before Frideswide's reputed death, was accused of seducing nuns. I t is 
not inherently unlikely that something of the sort may have happened to Frideswide. 

Sampton, where she was supposed to have spent three years, could well have been 
important in lhe 8th century. In Domesday Book it appears as the most valuable royal 
manor in Oxfordshire after Benson.50~ From the II th century onwards Bamplon church can 

'011 Thr- ~f~ren('c to the tithes of HeadingtCln in £thelrro's charter (CII,t.St.}:";'. i. 4-!>) is a forgal addition. 
and the authr-nticity of somr- of the 12th·centuT)' t~l(LS in Ibid. i. jJtusrm. ~ questionable. In c.11OO it was a SC'rled 

that Headington, Marston and Elslield chapds, and thr- utra-mural chapels ofSI. ~1ary Mdgdalr-n, St. Gilr-s and 
St. Clr-ment, had becn buill by I~a\'( of thr- canons of St. Frideswide's; and that the chapel of Forest Hill. and lh~ 
elly churches and chapels of Holy Trinity, St. Michael N., St. Pet~r-Ir--Bail(y, All Sainls, St. Michael S., St 
Mildrro and SI Aldatr- (half-share) had bdon~cd to St. Frid~wide-'s from of old: Omt~ C4,tullu" cd. H.E. Saite-r, 
,i (O.HS xc, 19291, 234-5. 

!II Ibid., and Car/.SI.Frid. i, 10-11. J. Haslam, 'Parishes, Churches, Wards and Cates in Eas(em London', in 
J Blair (ro.), MinstnJ an' ptJriJJr Churclrn: IJrt IAltJl CJrurch In T'tJruit,on 950-1200 (1988). 39, comments on Oxford: 
'thr- cr~ation of one or possibly several suirminstrrs at an early stage in the dnot:iopment of thr- burl!. would ~l(plain 
the largr- size of the parishes of churchr-s near lIS gates in the latrr medieval period comparro to that of thr- early 
minster of St. Frides ..... idr-'s.' See map in I'C.II.Oxon. iv,30. 

!l2 Sawyr-r op.cit notr- 49, No. 210; W. de Gray Birch, CllrtultJrtum Saxon/cum, ii (1887), No. 509 
''11 E;."ulllllft Co,,- op.cit. note .2, it 19-28 
~ For the boundarics of all four manors ~«' J Cooper, 'Four Oxfordshirr- Anglo--Saxon Chartr-r Boundaries', 

Oxollimsia, I (1985), 1!)-23 
!I!I l'.CII Oxon. i, 400. 
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be recognised as a powerful minster, ret3l1unq- a la~c parish with sc\'cral subordinate 
chapels; in the 9505 it housed a religious community vcneraling the rdies of an obscure 
saint named Bcornwald.~ For present purposes, one Sampton tradition is espcciallv 
intef{'sting. Blindness and vision are prominent themes of Fridcs\'.'idc's legend; in the one.
miracle explicitly located at Bampton, a blind girl is cured when her eyes are anointed with 
water in which the saim has washed her hands. II is thcrcforr rather odd thaL the Binsey 
well was not especially noted for cures of this kind: in its one afPcarance in the la,,: 
12th-century miracle collection it heals not blindness but deafness.') But there exists near 
Bampton church a well called 'Lady Well' traditionally believed to cure ailments, 
especially ofthc eye: the bathing of infected eyes in its water was still practised within living 
memory. SO \Vhcthcr or not this reflects a forgotten local tradition of Frideswide's activities, 
there is every reason to sec Bampton as a place of sufficient t{'mporal and spiritual status to 
be rrequented by the royal abbess. 

\Vith Binsey the case is different: it is much too near Oxford to have had an 
independent minster (Fig. 3), and there is no suggestion in post-Conquest sources that its 
church was more than a humble chapel. But Lire A shows that the legend or Frideswide at 
Binsey pre-dates the 12th century, while Lire B's statement that she established her chapel 
and well there in a seeluded place called Tlwrnbiri (i.e 'thorn rortress' or 'thorn enelosurc') 
suggests that the- church lay within some earthwork or other substantial boundary. An 
independent source, the Godstow cartulary, says that In c.ll()(}"'30 the lady Ediva spent a 
period of prayer and solitude at Binsey, culminating in the vision which prompted her to 

'>t> J. Blair, ·St. Bronlwald of Bampton' OXOIfUIUUI, xlix (1981 I, -17-55; J _ Blair. 'Parish H'rsUS \'illagc; lhl! 
Bampton-Standlalt(, Tith(, Conflict of 1317-19', OxjordJ/llft 1'«01 lIutury. ii.2 (1985). 34-47 

~ Arts ,SO.u-tonnn. Ocklbm: 1'111 (Bru1>5('ls, (853) . p,579. ~(J. 48. 
'III J-L. Hullthn-Owl!ns, 1lt Blimp/on u:t ItorY Losl (Bampton. n.d.), 13-1-1. d,J.A Gil('s, IlIrtIJry of tilt PlVUlI snd 

TOWIi of &mptMl (18ta). 66-8 
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found God 10\\ !'\UIlIH.'1).3CJ So in the carly 12th century Binsey was known as a place of 
anClcnt sanctity, appropriate for religious seclusion. The church lies apart from the viUage, 
on the north side of a large sub-oval enclosure defined by field-boundaries and eroded 
banks (Fig. 3), Excavation on the perimetcr of this enclosure in 1987 revealed a srqurncc of 
boundal) ditches, apparently with a massive wall; the only diagnostic finds werr twO 

sherds of6.h- 10 8th-cenlury grass-.empered po"ery, one sealed by the primary silt of.he 
first dilCh,M It is tempting to identify this enclosure with Thombiri; like the stray find of an 
c..·arl~ 8th-century sctal somewhcr(' nearb).b' it hints that an archaeological context for the 
Binsey legend may yet be recoverable. 

Both Life Band lhr COOSIOW narrative ('mphasisc the seclusion of Binse)': it is within 
easy range of the city, yet remote enough to afford undisturbed calm. If Thombiri was 
mdred a monastic scltlemcnt, it seems best interpreted as a retreat-house used from time to 
time by the main community. Such establishments were familiar to Bede, who says that 
Bishop John of Hexham (687-706) had 'a more priva.e house, surrounded by open 
woodland and a ditch, not far from Hexham church, that is almost a mile and a half ... , in 
which the man of God used to retire with a few companions to pray and read quietly 
",hene,er he had the chance, and especiall) during Lenl· b2 Oddly enough, it is possible 
.ha. Binsey was not the only such retrea.-house wes' of Oxford (Fig. 3). The Abingdon 
Chronicle preserves a legend tha. in c.700 .he nuns of SI. Helen's Abingdon moved '0 
Wy.ham, where they s.ayed un.il Wytham Hill was fortified in orras .ime (presumably 
with .he fortress called Frilhtlabyrig in a ehar.er-boundary of c.957)"' James Parker's 
comment of 1885 is still valid: 'If .. upon .he dea.h of the foundress of Abingdon, which 
probably happened about AD 700, the nuns moved thence 10 \~.ham . . " SI. Frideswidc, 
when she went to Binsey, must have found companions there.' The "\'ytham and Binsey 
legends arc both late and unreliable, but they also make some sense in relation to our few 
facts about the setting of 8th-century monasticism. 

To draw together these inferences and conjectures: In the lale 7th century a territory 
in west Oxfordshire was ruled, under Mcrcian overlordship, by a sub-king who may have 
been named something like Dida and who may ha\e been based at Eynsham. He probably 
endowed minster churches, for the fashion of the time was to do so; one, perhaps the earliest 
and most important, was at Eynsham, and there were others al Oxford 6 miles eastwards 
and Bampton 8 miles westwards. His daughter Frilhuswith was first abbess of the Oxford 
communit), a 'double house' which may have had three churches. An episode in her life 
was associatro with Bampton, which may already have had both a royal residence and a 
minster church. She also spent some lime at Binsey , al a retreat-house of her community 
\"'ithin a ditched enclosure which became known as Thornbury . Always prominent in her 
life was the Thames, tha. vital thoroughfare which flowed past Bamp.on, Eynsham, 

.. 17r, b't/llh Rtlukr oj (;(H/JbJiJ. \ "lPrnt'ry, rei .\ Clark, i (E.E.T.S. cxxi:c, 1905), 2b . 
•• , Report forthcoming in a fulurt O(onwuia. 
1,\ \ ' Pon-upmC" Juni of 'series E' , now in the Ashmolt"an Museum; a lalxl noting lhe find-spot as Binsey is 

tht· on ly evidence' for its 'K)Urtc. Dr. Mcu:alf (pers. comm.) suglo!:C'st.s a dale of (.710-30. S('t" D, Hill and D.M 
~tt"lcalf (rets.), Seta/las In I:.nt/anti anti on lh, Conlm,nl (B.A R. British St"r. 128. 1984),61, 247. 

1"1 Battial 0",,0 Op.Cil nOI(, 26, i, 283; cf Ibid . i. 207 for anotht"r case (C had 's mallSlQ umoilor ncar hi church of 
I.i(hfidd ). !)(O(' also E. Camhridg(', 'Th(' Earl)' Church m Count)' Durham: a Reassessment ', jn/.Bnt. ArcharD/. 
t l.loa/, an\-ii (1981). 76-7 

1.1 Ckroml'o,,\lonasttri, tit .illIn.(tion, «I J SIt"w'nsoll, i (Rolls Scr. iia. 1858), 8; M, Gelling. Tlrt Plaet-NaMa oj 
lJ,,4Ihtu. iii (E P \;S. Ii, 1976), 729-11 l'nfortunatt"I't' tht" possibilil)' cannol Ix e:ccludf:d thaI the Abmgdon 
Chmnidt" rdrr. 10 Wiuenham Clumps. though the' spdlint;t lI"itluzm is more nonnal for Wylham. 

bt Parker, op.cil. notC' 2, 90--1 
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Thornbury and Oxford :~ it is not idly that the rivcr is made so prominem a motif in the 
12th-cenluf) Lives. he died, perhaps on the traditional date of 19 October 727, and "as 
buried in her monastery, the nucleus of the nascent (Own of Oxford. 

or course, this is a mere theoretical construct: the most that can be claimed for it is 
that it takes the- written sources as far as the) can bt- persuaded to go, and makes some' kind 
of sense of them. This discussion will have achieved its aim if it has enlarged the basis for 
hypotheses about early Oxford; thereafter, archaeology takes o\'er. 

APPENDIX A, THE FIRST LIFE OF ST FRIDESII"IDE (' UFE A'), 
PROBABLY WRITTEN (1 100-30 

Life A is tdittd hefe from the one full 1('"<1 and the abridgrmellu: 

N - British Library MS Cotton Nero E I. part 2. fT 1%-7' 
(pc'ncil foliation) (= 8Hl. 3164) 

NC"ro E I is a massivr latC' Anglo-Saxon colltttion of illoe, wnw:" at Wor('"ester.bt The St rrides .... idt' tt'XI IS 

nOt part Oflht' oril(inal book, bUI among matt'rial ..... ·riut'n in a sin'llc 12th~ce-nlury hand on t ..... t'IH inserted It'a\t's· 

ff.I56-7'"· Ihe tt'xt ht're editro. 
ff.I58--62'· Rhigyfarch ', Life ofSI David.!;>1 
ff.162'-5: Life of St. :\1argare-t of Antioch." 
ff.187-8'· Life- of ikde.b<I 

It is possiblt' that tht'St' iC"ava o ..... e their prnt'nt fK»itions 10 Sir Robt'rt Cotton's binder. Ho ..... t'Hr.lht' words 
, . dei gracia Wigo. .' scribbled on f.165' indicate a Worct'Slt'r origin, .... hilt alteraticlIls to the original lex I of th(' 
book in the hand oflhe addenda (e.g. on ff.95', 151) imply that thr le3\."('s h'l\·e al ..... a)$ been associaled ..... ilh this 
\·olume. The material on them. wrillen in tWO columns with red initial and headings. i.s in a book-hand of a 
distinctive- Worcnter type. cUlTent at the- Cathedral Priory through Ihe- fint half of the- 12th cenlur .. and as<;ocialro 
with John of Worcesttr's circle. 70 Tht scribt' has c('nain orthographic prrftrencrs: .. · for i ('parady,i'), n for m 

(' mcnbra' ), Iz rathtr than rh (' nihil'. 'mihi'). ( ralhe-r than Ii. ("carila lis').11 
Following Iht .... ·ord$ , .. ingrC""Ssa cst in quodam ntmore-. 'Ill src.·tion 12 i .In e-rasure (Fig. Il t·ndrr 

ullra-violet light the eraStd !etten can be deciphered a 'qOd de' B-n-sia'; this i confirmed by 8's re-admg 'in 
nemore- quod di("itur B('nstya' and L's 'nemus de Benese)· .. '. In Ihe prt':scnt edition the name is re-construC"tro as 
'Sent'sia' 

L = British Libran :\tS Lansdo .... nel36 ff.IOI· 3 ( .. BHL 3166) 

wn!downe 436, rrom Romsey Abbey, is a chronicle and eollecuon oruta, 111 an earl) I hh·cenlury hand n lIS 
abridgement or Life A rollows ~ closely, though reduced to aboul half~lrngth; it ends rathel" abruptl\', leading 
siraight II1tO an account of tht' later rortunes or tht': houSf:, Ih('" rroisco\"('n· of FridtSwidt's rdics and their 
lranslation in 1180 (lx:low, ApJXndix C). fhe dtgrC"C" of abridj{ement \"arit':s rrom .. «tion to section· 

b."l :\Ir Da\"id Wilson (pen.comm.) points out thai up--ri\er journC}s ",ould haH· b«n slowc:-r and morf' 
difficult than trnl:"! by road. Samplon may, howC"Ver, ha ... ·e functioned as a loadin~-on point for sending; :\Incian 
produce down-Sll"eam tow,uds London; note espttialh the Droit .... ich !QJt-rig;hlS attachtd to Ihe manor in 1086 
O'.G.H OXOII. i, tOO). 

lib A Catalogu, (lflllL MallllJrnpu in tIlL Cottontail ubrary (Rec.Comm., 1802),239-41; ,. R. f.i.t':I", "',dinall.lb,an" 
of Grtat BnJoill (2nd ron .. 1964). 207. 

6 BHL 2107; roittd J .W James, RJzJgrJaf(Iz's Lif, ~!jl. DOI.,d (Cardiff, 19(7). 
68 Version of BHL !)303-5. 
b9 BHL 1069; sec T.O. Hardy, DtJrnPJi~ Catalogut (If Maunau Rtla/ing to 1M fiulory ofGnnl Bntaln and Inland. 

1.1 (Rolls Scr. xxvia, 1862), No. 985. 
10 S«: E.A Mclnt)·rc, 'Early Twdfth~Ctnlury Worcnter Cathroral Prien·, .... ith Special Reft':rencf' to Iht" 

Manuscripts Wl"iUe:n Thc:-r(" (u npub. Oxfo,.d D.Phil. th(,5ill. 1978).29-51, where thl! group of hands is (."i<u:sifif't.! 
as 'T)'p(' S' Mrs . Theresa Wrbber (pc:rs.comm.) su~~eSl a date- in the second quarter orthe 12th century for the
Nero EI text; Dr. Patrick McGurk propose (pen. comm.) Ihat it was .... rillt':n by John of \\'OITt"!,ler him~lr 

11 In thest' rt'Spccts the Frides .... idt': text is conllistent .... ith the Da\id It'xt Uam~ op.cit. ROt(' 67. p. i\ 
12 A CaUl/opt of Ik ulfSdoUM .\laIUlSlTlPIJ ill llu BntBIz .Uaut'lUlt (Rec.C.omm., 18191, pan ii. 121; Ker Op.cil 

nOlt 66, 164; Hardy op. cit. note 69, Ko. 1000. 
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III !"rom the ht~llIun~ to tht buildinf( or Ih(' (hun-h (S("uiuns '1- 1: i. t'tTcmly briel. and Clmil!> Indn\\ldt'!ro 
upbrinli!;ing: . J rmporl'" illo quo Angh.t di\cJ1w; Tf'Kihus ('I subrrli!;ulis ('rat !iiubiecu. Crisliam»lnlis parentibuli Trgi 
Dldano ('I Sdridr T('gine- beala \'irgu FridrlHluid.t ("xlilll url,1 lIuiu5 TC'li!;is dominium in Ox()nifordia ('I pMtibus 
cITcumadi.K("nlibus tral. Rrx \rro prroiclu~ ('()Il.Mruxil ("cdr-siam. . 
lIil rhrn((" I(J' implor.lOsqut" Iki miW'rimrdldrn' (rnd III ("uion 6): it brico(summ.u)' or\; umiltin&: Dirtan', 
dr.lIh 
(iii) '111(' di.tbolic \'ision (H'nion 7): ('S5('l1ti.llI.,. .IS !\ 
(i\) 'Quidarn i~ilUr Tn i...('icctsm:n'liurn • tn tht hralinf( of Algar's mrssrnge~ (s('1:Iion5 8-1U) 'iub lanliall\'.u 
'\ , but omlllUl~ Frid<'S"id("s IOIlIi!; in\"ocallOIl nn bl'h.11I HI tht mM~·II~rrs. and nmt" shurtrr phrasM. 
\) ·ReplC'tulo It .. quC' rr, furorr. • In '. propc· tnbus annis in ip~ nrmorr' (~(,(""Iiuns II 1:1) ' r!>l>enliall) as ~, 

though .... ilh th(' las I phrase rxp,andt'd to' propr tribus annis in Ilrmore illo, it'iuniis el or.ulonibu'l intenla. 
miraculis d.Ha' 
(VI) The miracir of Ihr hlind girl of Bamptull (se(tJolI 14): .1 briC'1 summar)" of '\ 
(\"Ii) The miracle of the )ounf,: man of ~e-a(:uurt (se(tJon 16) a sliglul)" condrn'lt-d H'n,;iUIi I)f :"oJ. omitllll~ 
I"rideswid<·\ invocation 
(\ iii) The mirilde of the demoniac fisherman (S(,lI IOIl 17): .1 hrief summary of N. ol1liltlllg F'ricirswidr's in\"ufiilion 
fix) 'Quaddm i~ilur die dixit. • (S('(t ion 18) to Fridt'Swidr's dealh: essrnLialiy d!\ '\ 
(x) rhe poslhumous miracles (sC'ctions 22-1) arc omiued. and Ihe Lift- C'nds abrupt"·· ' \·alediu·ns onlillbus, ad 
l)ominUIn Ie um Crislum migr-a\·il, atque in locn ab e-a d('si~n.uu honorifice srpulta fuit. In hura .lulem transtlus 
I'IUS, lanla lux errulsil IXr uni\·C'rsam ci\"ilalrm (hrnel()rdle, lanta etiilm sua\"itas ocIoris Ilium herarum sJ).]tio 
fra~ra ... it, ut omnt's mirarenlur el glc,rific.art'nt I)rum.' 

B = Oxff)rd, BAllinl Collr-ge, ~IS :128 DUO (= BHL 3167) 

A lale Illh- or ('arly 15th-century mi ("el1.ln" includlng.1 kalend,tr. a 1.L/:tnJQ IUriQ and ,t mllr-ctinn tlr ')hort 
I·da~. J] The "('(Sion of Life- A is no morr than ,I brief summ.tr\ some 5.')0 words lon~, but il includrs ,til Ihe main 
eltments of Ihe Slo~, .... ilh Ihor dirrrrrnC("$: I rl<l<-s .... idl· 1('.lms Ihe )nalter within ,e-Hn months, nOI 101X, she- IS 
con .. eualed by Bishop Ed~ar. nOI O'ltar: and the mir;tculuu~ b03t-joumr'r to Bampton lak('lo oil mOlnent. nUl an 
hour. After Ihe curin~ of Ihr )eIXr (s("(:lion 18) Ihe leXI end briefly, omitting Ihe 1 .... 0 posthumous miradn: ' 1liis 
f,:l"slis, prl"cipil ('I angelus domini die-In obi IUS sui. Qua mOrillo', !ie-pulla e<;1 in e-cciesi.1 ocale ~lari(" Oxoni(", uhi per 
Ip'iius merita pclentibus multa prt'Slamur bcnrii(ia ' 

Althou~h 8. like L. omils Ihe posthumous miraclrs. il is not d("riH'd from L but indrIXndrnlh from .t \"I."f'Slon 
of tht full texl l)hrasCl> in X ("choro by B hUI not by J. includr 

N 

I"ransaclis naqut qumque annis. 
ita anilllum slabili"u ad disc-tn

dOl litle-ril ul mira srx men<;rs 
InlUm scirt"t I>sulterium 

r<>gaul patrt"m suum. dicc."ns. 
·0 duicissiml" paler, wnn:de mihi 
ut salletimnnialem habilum adipis
u mere-dr. 'Rrx aUlem Didanus. 
dudirlls propo. itum filie, ~a"isus 
c· I \alde 

\(Tidil etiam UI pisc;:lIores, 
l·um obdonnis~llt in na\·i. 
UIlUS eorum arrt"plus a dt'monio 
I('nellloqur unum e sociis suis surro
cab,lI eum manibus. drnlibusqul' 
dil.lIliarc .... ole-bal. Celeri "ero, 
ttlle-ntts eurn, li'(3\"l"rUnl manus il 
IC'I"~O, dun'IlIe-!\ eum 

(whole ".l'lsaRe- ollllllr"<l) 

Rrx \·r(O prrdictus n)llstruxil et·clr
siam OX/JIll(· qu.lln filit'" sur .Ih 
ipsa devule- postul.uu!o dedit 

Quad.lln rtidm \"i("e wm pis("alUr 
quidoilm a demonio arrt'ptus, 
\·inculisqur ht;:alu!lo •• ld ipsilm ("s\('1 
adductu .. 

/1 

Cum ("!lost'! annorum qUlllqur. lil
trras discens, infra ,·ij mcn!!M pSdl
teriulll 'Sci\"it 

Rogavil i~itur p.urem suum UI ~ 
sanctimonial("m fieri pcrmlllrrri in 
eccinia 5al1("lr ~larie .... irgini .. 
quam Rr'( Didanus in Qxonia ("on
struxit. ga\'lsus lIaque rt'"x dr PI"(IP
C}sllO suo. 

Plst·ator quidalll ("lim StK."ii'i lilll') III 
n,H·i ui>dormielltis a dt'"molle- .IITiPI
IUf. apprrhend(,Il'i unum dl" 'iuc:iis 
suis. suffi:K'ans. dentihuli drl.llliarl" 
fe-cit. CC'lcri ,:rro, ligalllrs eurn, 
duxrfulll eum •. 

R.\ B. \hno ..... , (,'QliIbJ.(u.~ .) th, .\I'''''llrn,,/1 oj Ballin/ ColI~gt. Oiford (Oxford, 1963), 23Q-7. 
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H \\' and R = ('xtracts In "('nino" of Ill(' Hr-n-I(lni Sr("\. iar. .• 
H CHt'rr(ord CathC"dral Librarv, ~t~ P.9.H 1.11(' 131h u'nton) conl.uns a (('XI 01 M"ttlnn;:. 2 10 -1, ~""'nlidll\ 

similar to:'\. rndmv; at' . llmniumqut' Sanctorum in urIX' Oxinclordia' \\ (Won,MOtrr CathnJral Libral) \1 
Q.86: 14th «'ntul) 1-' and R fprint«l \'('nln". Roum. 15(5) nlnta;n (')(tT')(-' from In Iinns 110 6 d'.~d\ rrlatro 
10 ~ch othrT; Ihn tOO a~ ba~ on an :\ -I\'p<' (('XI. but f,fu-n I",pv into umman .tnd paraphra$(' Hand \\ R 
d('riv(' from it ('ommno txC'mplar. for th() share nnt' drar ('Twr ('1.nlt-h.lt' fur "vakb.lt . nOl!' 91 1 he 1('XlUal 
iluthorit) o(,ho(' ('xlrao'l I!II lo\\,. and the- a~r~mC'nt of al1~ (111(' ullhf'm ".,.ilh \; mu I .. 1 waH ()\("n-ult' altf'Tnall\t'" 
r(' .. din~ \\ Ithin tht' group. 

In!' HC'rrfurd C'xlra(l. H. \\' and R arro 100 bncfw i)(' ",tofuJ for dl'l('rmlOin~ lh(' dl'\r1opmtnl of lht tt,t. 
C')(eq)! thai IhC'ir ('l('mplar .... as appar('ntly clo'c 10:\ BUI Iht" wmmarin L ,and B, tundt"llsw though IhC'\ an: 
mnlain su~gtSlions th.l.l IhC'y derive from it lex I or 1(,)(ls indclxndrlll of ,\, and in -.elllll' rrsp<'cLS ,upaiur II) 11, , 

has a slight tendenC)' to drop minor words, si.", of which ('.111 !.>t, r('Swrtd In,m L" .lIld (lI1e on the' combineci 
t(,Slimony of J. and B. ,'I Twu phras(', in L can al\O Ix inll'rpr("u'-d .IS OIC( idrntal omi, .. iun bv '\ .• and L CtlrrC'('I' 
I\\-O uf N"'s implausiblr rt;)dings' l On Ihe olher hand Land B 'Igr('(' un nll(" appar('111 rrmr In ,\, Fridrs ..... idt" ttlt.. 
Algdr's l11ess('ugtnl that sin('(' she is brlC'Olhed to Ihe- King of all kings. shl' (-annul IC'<.lw' the Kin!.!; W ot)('\ Ihr 
wmmands ofa sla\l' (' 01 rdinqol'n" Regem , olxdiam mandalis servi') Land B r('ad ,-urn for 'rem (1101t" 1131. 
thus dcslru)in~ .... hat i sort" a drlil>('rall' amilht'1oi'l bttwl'C'n king and sl,1H'. FrtJm Ihi:oo il appt'oln that L dnd B 
hold ol commun t")('mplar ( '1 ",hich wall indcpC'ndtnl of '\ fh"(' Inferl'lHn u~~('Sllh(' lulln"'inR: ~Il'mma wilh_\ 
Ih!' .lTCh(,I)pC' and Z euher :\ it ('II (,r "5 t",rmpl.lr 

I 
I. 

I 
r 
I 

B 

Jrom Ihis ('('lIain cundu"ions 1'0110\\ ' 

.\ 

I 

, 

I 
z 
I 

t.iff' B 

IS's rudinl; f:dgarum .tnd 'in moml'nto', \\hi,h ,1fe ("(onlrddinrd I" l. alld '\ (.lTlllnl r('I1(,("llhl" .udwt\pc' 
1. ~inn' bolh Land B omil Ihe 1 ..... 0 p'}!llhumou~ miracks hut IIIdude .111 Ihr ntht"rs , dnd .. inc(" nllrad~ arC' murt 
likd~' to han' 1)('t"11 OIdded than ('xchrd, il may IX' Ihal Ih(' poslhumous mir,\! Ir .. "Crt' nUl in }" or thr drcilt"l)Jx' hUI 

introdllcl'd wit h Z, 
3. Olher malt"rial in ~ whi('h is nOI "Itested b~ eilher L (lr B wuld ,\1 () h,\\t, I)('('n .uldt"tl al Ih(' Z <;t;l~('. In 1~1( I. 
Iherr ilrc onl~ t ..... o C1rcunhl:IRlial delJ.iis to which this dpplic'" Ih(' )rar (,r l'ridrs\\ldt", dt'alh, .\11<1 thl' lex.uion 01 
h('r 'traH on Ih(' .. "olh sid«' of Ihr chorch Howt"Hr. it is nmc\\fJrlh) Ih.u J. wmplrlrJ\ omils Fridt''\\\idr's 101l1t 
II\\'ocaliol1s of{jod 10 ht"oll \lgar's mC'\St"ngeJ'S, Ihr )nun~ m.1I! 01 ~t"a('Olirl .\IId tht, dC'lllnni.u· fi~lU"rn1<\n in St'lIilllh 
10. 16 and 17 (' I)('us i""isibilis , .• inlinila s("culorum \('cola ' ',\dona\ dmnilU' Drw. III .. ct'Ula 'I('('ulorum" • 
drprccabatur Dcum patrern ~('neris prostralum';' and Ih.lll1unt" oflh,'S(' fld l~('S i rchoed in B. ~il\l(' I 
r('product'S, (Ir al I('ast mt'nli(Jns, all mht'r cases (lITridt'1o\\ ide' .. rrpl'lrlro pt'('(I1. il .-..rt"OlS Ix"sihlt· Ihat th(' rathn 
dl"tinCli\'(' pauagM ''''hich ar(' in ("(I1\('n form and ('mplU\ a loc~ p.ttolphra .. inl( ur Ih(' \'ul~at l" nol othrf\\lw 
Iliund in Life A) w('rc al~) absent from r. and thus probahl~ frum .\" 

rh(' rrlalihnship 1)('1"'t't"u Lift' A and Lift" B 1\ di!;cus..,('d Illurc full\ OIbuH Ipp.i'.-Htll Simi' lilt' aUlhur "I 
I.ift' B J'("",orkC"d Life \ intI) a mort' daoora((' Latin Sl\ It', tnlual romp.lri~lOs Mt' difficult. Howt\'('r, his IOdu~iCln 
01 tht' pc, 1I1UIllnu miradM and (If Fridf"S"'idC"s invocAtluns ho"" that hi\ t')(t'mpldr ",a closer to:'\ than 10 Iht' 
h~ IxnhC'ti(dl r. II \r~ Iileh includ('d th(' f{'"W circum (antial drtail, whidl Lilt' B ibt'lfomilS, all of"'hirh twl(Jn~ In 
lilt' (,llInmon Ill.Huial of r <&nd 'i Indrt'd. il is nul impos!Oihlt" thdl Ihl" aUlhnr of I.lft B u,rd thr !'\ manU'lC"npl 

:\11 \.J.riant~ ar(' prin(t"d In "f'1u IImjord 8'"111(7, rd . \\ II "r('rt' and i.E.G Bm",n. ii ( Ht'nn Brad ha'" 
~)( xl. 19111. 376-7 

7~ I>nnibrd Ibid iii ( \fenry Bradshaw~' xlvi, IQIS), Iv Ixi. 
,to Dt'sc-ril)('t\ Ibid. Ixi I)(ii 

Drsnllx-d Ib,d liii 1\· 
ft'xl fllolnolf'lO 12b 139, 113, 116, 117, 153 

'I h'xl foolnolr 111 
",' Tt"xi fUCJtnfllt"S 117. I t5. (In Iht' s('cond ca"t", tht" sirnil.lrilY of 'di('s rN"ipit"ndi m('rC'rot'm pro labor(" IU 

lht' dn·ir .. ('arlif" l.att"mc-ol Ihal ' trmpu!O eSl UI r«'ipias mertroem Idlxlrom tuurum' IiUpJXIrlS Ihe "it"A thai 11 
1)f'llIn~ 1CI th(' uri~in.ll tl"'l. 

III i"t'XI rUCltnlltC"S 128. I H 
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u'\clf rile m.urrial p«uliar (0 Life B must thrrrfon~ Ix dcm'ttI b,. iu author from some othcr lOurce, or from his 
0\\ n imaglll.III(IR, Ihou~h it is concf"iva blr that onc .small dctall (Algar's allcmpled C'nlry through the !\orth Gatc, 
\('oion 13) rr(l('cts a passage in Ihe archrt}!X' ignor~ b) N, Land B 

rh(' IMsic I('XI of ,h(" pre~1H roition is of COUNe' '\ Its chaptt"r divisions are prt"Kn:ro as paragraph. but 
punctuation. cdpitalis3tion and Iht' U5<l~(, or II and " 3rt' modernist'<!, and contractions arC' upanded. Varian! 
r('"dlO~ from L. B. H. \\' and R arc noted ",hro the difTrTrnc('S s('t'm like!\' to T('OeC! the full t('XIS undrrl)lRg 
Iht'l1l, ralhcr Ihan (0 result mrrri}- from (h(' proc('ss ()f ab)l raction. Dirrci quotations from the Vulgate' art' 
ualicistd Tht' section numbtrs. which are C"dilOrial insrTt ion!l, corrt' pond with tht' <"quiva l('nt PdS ae;rs in Lift" B 
and on pp_74-9 abov('. 

Incipit vita Sancte Fritheswithe virginis 

(2) Igilur poSlquam populus Anglorum bcali Auguslini prcdica llonc rdOClUS 
illque baptizatus cst, constituli sum prcsbilcri atqur dia oni, e-cclcsieque- constructe ~HqU(" 
dedicate sunt per univcrsam region('m illam. Augtbatur igitur CTtdttllillm muililudo,H2 rl prf 
uni\'crsam (crram Anglorum ceelcsia nova prole fccundabatur. Post multum \'ero tempus 
fuil rex quidam Oxinefordie cui nomen crat Didanus. Hic accepit uxorem nomine 
Sefridam, eolcntem Deum alqur prudentcm in omni opere bono, cunque simul gaudcrent 
f10re iuvrntutis, donavit ris83 Dominus fceu ndildtcm. Conecpit itaquc vcnrrabilis Scfrida, 
el post ~raetum tempus idoneum pcpcril filiam . Cum hoc audissct supradictus rex , .t:Ql'lSUS 

cst l'aidt.s.t iussitque cam rcgcnerari ex aqua {'I Spiritu anelO. 
Baptilatam itaque voca\-'crunt8~ cam Fritheswitham. (3) Hec il!tur regis filia 

diligenter enulrita est. Transactis itaquc quinque annis, tradiderunt cam cuidam 
matrone • ..'Elfgi\'C87 nomine, ad erudicndum88 liucras. Virgo igitur, quam Deus iam 
providerat \'as futurum Spiritus Sancti , ita animum stabilivit ad diseendas lillcras ut inlra 
sex8<1 menses tOluOl scirC't psalterium. Proficitbat igitur beata Fritheswitha virgo ct 
(Tt'S{cbat,'~) omniquc animo nitcbatur omnibus se amabilcm faeere, scmperque prout 
\'alebat~H Iiminibus sanete cedcsie adhcrcbat. Saerarumtt2 etiam scripturarum dicta in 
p<'Cloris amra condebat, hanc sepc93 ora tionem rcpctcns, Zll illhabitarc valCrCllll domo Domini 
omnibus ditbus viti " SlIe, vidcrctque voluntatcm cius alque implcret. (4) Prefata igitur 
maler ('ius, infirmitate corporis dctCIlt3 fcbreque gravi eorrepta, mortua est. Rex vero 
Didanus construxit ceclcsiam, Cl dedicari '!" fecit in honore Sanele Trinitatis cl intemerate 
Virginis Maric Omniumqur anctorum , in urhe Oxincfordia.96 Vencrabilis igitur Frithes
witha petiit patrem suum, videlicet Didanum reg-em , ut daret sibi ccclcsiam. Rex igitur 
dedit sibi ecclcsia m.97 Reli~iosa ilaquc virgo. post obitum malris sue, servirc Deo studuit 
die noeluque vigiliiscm ('1 orationibus, semper intendens ita ut multotiens ohliviscerrtur 

.tclJ I. /4 
('i II , U R 
/I J,n.4, III J,n3. 

", voca\' it 11 ', R 
tradidit 11'. R 
l::lulll(' 11. EliuC" W. R 
<"ru(hrndas II, W, R 

H'/ intra $rxj infra viJ B 
•• \1 ue"c('bal.v, /1} cr('Scebat 111 Dominu U', R T1u IHWQ,(t tchon / Chron.ti.9. 
'II vol('b.H II, 11' 
'IJ sanCia rum II , If, R 
'il sepc N. /1) semper 11', R 
'Ii PI, x't{'Ji.</ 

" <(('<II('a((' X. H. Ii' R 
'II, /I tJldl NTt 
,/. rcdr-siam quam fecrtat II , R 
'011 ntK'lUquC" vigiliis .\1 OOCtf'qU(, "igildn, If R 
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cibum corporcum, 10lisquc nisibus anheiarcll~i eiburn animarum. 1oo Considerans \ lre;O 
Fritheswitha lransiloriam huius mundi pompam 'tloriamquc, quasi sltrquilinlum)UI omnia 
rcpulans, quicquid habere polcral paupcribus crogabat. Cilicio semper utchatur; modicum 
pancm ordciccum 10:1 cum paucis oleribus rt aqua pro cibo halxbat. Omms imerea populus 
An'tJorum mimhatur tantam in puerili elate virtutC'm, gaudebatquc rex, considcrans cl 
cognoscens uniearn filiam suam vas esse SpiriLUs Saneli. (5) Beata igituf virgo rogavil 
palfcm suum, diccns, '0 dulcissime paler, concrdc mihi Ul lUJ sanctimonialem habitum 
adipisci mcrcar ('I in templo Dei semper nomen eius laudarc ct bcncdiccrc.' Rex aulcm 
Didanus, audirlls proposilum filic, gal'isu.s cst l)aidt, HH et arlvocans quendam religlOsum 
\'irllm, Orgarllm nomine, Lincoliensium pomificem,I05 fecit 000 filiam suam Frithes
witham consecrtlri. Sacratc sunt ilaque cum ca duodecim virgines. omnes nobili progcllIc. 
Fecit itaque pn.·fatus rex edificari domos que con\"cniunt sanctimonialibus, videlicet 
rcfeclOrium ('t dormitorium e1 claustra, virosque rcligiosos dedit ad seryjendum cis. Dedit 
eliJ.m rex Didanus prcdia ("1 villas Sanctc Maric, lertiamque partem ci\'itatis Oxinefordic, 
ad \'Ictum sanctimonialium. 

(6 ) Igitur beata Fritheswitha, bonis ornata moribus, studuit corpus doman", splr
ilumquc viyificare, iuxta vocem aposloli dicemis, -,\for/Wiatt mtnbra t'tslra qUi sunl suptr 
'"ram: IUb Post non multum vero tempus, dtcidi/ in Itctum l 

7 rex Didanus. gravi cgritudinc 
corrrptus. Distribucnsque thesaurum suum pauperibus, communione corporis Cristi lOb 

confirmatus, Oco spiritum rcddidil. Beata igitur Frithcswitha, sponsa Cristi, orbata 
utroque parente, magis ac ma~is SCUIlI commendabal Spiritui Sancta quem llO timebal. 
Statu it ("tiam in corde suo ocata vire;o ut centies per diem fkctcrct genua, ccnlicsquc per 
noctcm affiigens carnem, imploransquc Dei misericordiam. II I 

(7) Quadam i~itur noctc, dum hc(" sola feragcret in oratorio quod sibi canSlruxerat, 
dormirntibus consodalibus suis, apparuit ei II' diabolus ornalus aura et argenLO omnique 
lapidr prelioso, constipalusque caterva demonum. Dixit ei, '0 mihi amabilis virgo, iam 
tempus cst ul recipias mercedem laborum LUorum. Veni ergo adorarc me: ego cnim sum 
CrisLUs, daboquc libi coranam immartalitalis quam promcruisti.' Cui bcala Frithcswitha 
dixit, '0 miser omniumque crcalUrarum rctidissime, cur non times Dei iudicium? Veniet 
cl1im dies quando et lu et magister LUUS ("lerl1am rccipietis penam. Quomodo ergo promiuis 
quod non habc-s?' Hec diccl1s. vel1erabilis virgo consignavit corpus suum \"('xillo crucis, ct 
statim diabolus. dans mugitum et ululatum, evanuit. Beata vero virgo, perscverans in 
orationc, persistensquc in vigiliis, equo animo ('fat. 

(8) Quidam igilUr rex Lrieccstrcnsiurn, vir Ilefandissimus ct Dco odiosus, succcssit 
in regnum post obi tum Didani regis •. \Igarus nomine. Hie misit kgatos ad bcalam 
Frithcswitham, ita dicenles, '~lisil nos ad tc rex ,\Igarus. Fritheswitha virgo, \"olens lC 

habere in matrimonium. Quod si noiu("ris, faciet tt' trahi ad lupanar.' Quibus virgo Dca 
sacrata fespondit. 'Ocsponsata sum Cristo, Rcgi fegum omnium, ct ideo n('farium ,·idC'lur 

.,. .luht'"lab.Il .. d" R 
u., R tnds Jrn, 
11/'1 InJtrttd abol" Itn, _\~ 

'''' 1/ J.h.4. 11/ Jolt 3 
IO~ Orgarum l)OnlifjC('m 1 
lilt. COIDU. lid, 
to. f\lau. i.6 '" N.H, 

1111 .lob n.7 
lin 11(.\ 

Ed~arum tpi copum Linrulni(' 8, Orgaro l.incolni('mi ('I)iscopo I. 

IUti Xpi rlt. hal btln txpandtd thrQu~hout 10 Cri~li ttc. 
r "1 om, .\ 

1111 quem 1t1 quod \" 
If nuh Irr" '" 

III ('I B. J.] om . .\' 
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essc ul rclinquclls Rcgcm l1 3 obcdiam mandatis scrvi. Quod aulcm dicitis me trahcrc ad 
lupanar, scialis non poSS(' conlaminari animum nisi ex conscnsu mentis. Insuper omnia 
alltcm, Dominus mihi adiulor, non limtho quid facial mihi homo.'IJ4 (9) ~1inistri ergo regis 
indignati dixCfUllt, 'Nisi aclquievcris spontc prcccptis regis , rapicmus 1(" ducemusquc ad 
regem Aigarum, vclis nalis. ' Her audiens, bcata Frithcswitha, suspicicns sursum, clara 
\'occ dixit, 'Exurg(, Domint, non (On/orlelur homo: iudian'ur gmLtJ in coruptclu IUD, sewnlque 
quoniam homints Junt. Apprthmde amla it Jcutwn, et txu~t:t in adiu/oTium milli. Die allime 111ft, ~alus 
lua ego sum.' I I.') Hec cum dixissct virgo sanCia, exec-cali sunt oculi corum, C1 llidtu non 
poterant lumen etb.llt.i Vidrntcs autem populi civitatis OxilH'fordic. expavcfacti corru('runt 
ad pedes sancte virginis. postulantC's ut pro cis oraret. (10) Sanctissima igilUr femina, 
volens bonum pro malo rcddere, I 17 flexis gcnibus cepit orare, dicens, 'Dtus invisibilis ct 
incommutabilis, qui frcisli etlurn ct terram, mart, et omllia qlU in tis sunl, quiquc fonnasti 
Adam dr /i1Tl() terre,118 t't scductum invidia diaboli eieclumque de paradysi arnenilate l19 

per mortem filii tui Domini nostri lesu Cristi rcdcmisti, ("('dde his miseris lumcn 
oculorum. ut cognoscat populus iSlC quia tu es miJaator rl misaicors, pa/ims t/ mullr misuicordit 
eL vrrax, 120 qui vivis et regnas per infinila scculorum sccula: Cunque omnes repondissclll 
'Amen', rcstiLUli sunt oculi corum, currcntcsque provoluti pedibus bcaLc virginis laudabam 
Dominum, magnifieantcs cius immensam c1ementiam. (II) Venicntes~uc ad regem 
Algarum. narravCTunt omnem evcmum rei. Rep/eills iLaquc rtxJurort rt ira, I:! dixit, 'Nequc 
ineantationcs eius nequc eius falsa dogmata n{'que an, cius magica cam librrabit de 
manibus Incis, quin cam habeam.· In if-sa noete, oralllC bcata Frithcswitha, apparuit ei 
angelus Domini, diecns. '0 vas tltc/um! 'J. Sancti Spiritus) noli timere minas funesti regis, 
quia sub umbra alarum suarum prottget l 23 te lesus l2 Cristus, Cl dcxtera sua sullevabit tc. 
Pergcns igitur ad amncm, habe tecum quaseunque volucris socias sanclimonialcs,125 
invcniesque navem preparatam a Deo nautamquc, intrantesque navim deducet vos 
Dominus l 26 omnipotens in viam rtcJam l'I7 ad glorifieandum nomen suum.' Hoc dieto. 128 

reeessit ab ea. (12) Sun~·cns igitur, bcata virgo voeavit duas sanctimonialcs seeum 
virgines Deo dicaLas, pcrvenicntcsquc iuxta prcccptum angclieum ad ripam Tamisie, 
invcnerulH navi ulam , scdcntcmque iuvcnem fulgcntem angelico vultu ) I 'Ill qui ita affatur 
virgincs, ' lng-rcdimini in navim, virgines sacralc.' lng-resse itaque in n3vim, in unius horc 
spatiol'll) vennunt ad villam que dieitur BCnlonia, t:JI duccnte Domino. Egredicntesquc de 
navi, subito evanuit iuvcnis ab oeulis carum. Beata igitur Frithcsuuitha cum suis 

III rrgt'ml eurn B. L 
I II Pro (."C1.iiUj. 

I!) PIS. It.J9-.. 20. u\t.2-.1. 
Ill> c·chotr Tobia! /'.12 . . tI.B. \ii3 
117 .... olens reddere 1.1 om .. V 
1111 Paraphrl1ll of (;tntJiJ il.7. Tobuu riil.7-8. 
114 Inurltd llhol'f' liM .\' 
LX) Pl. /t.'·Xli.I.'i. 
I." (;on/falion of Dim/II iJ.!2. jii.l1. i;i./9 
In .-I t'I! ix./5. 
In Pr."(rii.8 
IH Ihi' lic. haJ bun o:pandtd throu.(hout to le-sus Ilc. 
12~ sO('ias san(,limoniairsj sanC'timoniairs feminds L 
121, Dominu,> 1.1 om . .\' 

" PI. nii.7. 
I!II dino LJ audilO X 
1:1'. JudR/I "(i;'.6 
nu III spatif) .'\' L] in lllomenlO H 

'" \"illam Rrntonia 1 \illam Rt"Tldonam B. villam qur diritur B.lIlllunia I. 
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,"irgimbus. timrns insidias nrfandi regis. ingrcssa cst in quodam n('morc quod dicitur 
Bencsia U2 non lon~(' a supradicta villa, in\,cneruntquc ibi semitam que duccbat ad 
mansiunculam quam quondam fe-eerant suhulci custodientcs greges porcorum, coopcnum
que ('rat ex omni part(' (.'dera. In quam inlroivil sancli~sima \Oirgo cum suis virginibus. 
munirTls se signaculo sanctc crucis. (13) Surgens itaquc, rex impius cum S31Cllilibus suis 
per\'(,'nil ad urbt:rn Oxinefordiam. cupiros "iolar(' vasa Oeo sacrala. Ex quo igitur cepit 
imroire rex cidtatcm, cxccc3ti sunt oculi rius et \'idrrr non polUil. Indc credilUr inolc\'issc 
rCKl'S Oxinefordiam non intrare. Pcrmansil itaque rex impius cccus omnibus diebus vile 
suc, semperque insidiabatur ct eogitabat quomodo noeere ocate Frithesuuithc posset. 
Beala autem virgo Cristi semper gercbat voc("m evangelii in pectore, ct non cessabat dirbus 
H'l l10ctibus a ('olloquiis di\"inis et oration('. ~lansit itaquc vcncrabilis virgo prope tribus 
al11l1S In ipso I1rmorr, 

(1 4) Pudla itaqu(' quedam erat in supradicta \"illa BenLOnia,1 n que ante a diabolo 
obc{'cata <.'rat prope scplem annis. Hec cum quadam nOCle dormiret. apparuit ei quidam in 
somnis dicens. 'Vade in ncmore ubi sanctimonialcs morantur, et slillam que de- manibus 
btdlr Frithrsuuithe ceciderit quando manus laverit LOlle, Cl lini oc-ulos luas, Cl visum 
rrcipics: Manr facIO. narra\"il puclla patri suo quod vidt"ral. Patrr \-'ero. tenens manum 
eius, duxit ram secum usque dum veniret ad habiti.lculum \'in~·inis. Expectansque horam 
cum laviss{·t manus bcata Frith{'suuitha. rcccpta aqua linivit oculos filie sue, et visum 
continuo recepit. Bcncdicentcs i~itur Deum. reversi sunt ad propria, laudamcs omni
pott:lHiam Sah'atoris, narrantes mirabilia que viderant fieri per sanctam Frithcsuuitham 

(16) Erat etiam quidam adolescens nomine Alwardus in villa que dicitur Seuecordia. 
qui Dominica die incidebat ligna cum sccuri, pan:ipendrns diem resurrectionis Dominiceo 
Cum hoc atter<'l. adhcserutH manus eius manubrio. ita lit {'xtellderc digitos pcnitus non 
\alrrrt, sed damans voce ma'{na dicebat sibi manum incendi, Ductus usque ad sanctam 
virginem, provolutus cius pedibus, cepit eius implorare auxilium. lila, ut crat 
miscricordial'u visceribus replela, mota pietate. nrxis gcnibus cepit Domini clemcntiam 
rogare, ita dicens, 'Adonay Dominc Deus, magnl' (·t mirabilis, qui '\/~}'.li ill i,l!,flt jlommt rubi 
apporuisli, C1 el in Syna legem dcdisli, et filios Isrewl de l(fro L~~p..'fPli tduliMi, el per medium 
maris rubril:l~ sieco \"csligio transire fecisti, quiquc lonam prophetam cll' \'cntre ceti ('duxisli 
ill('sum atqu<.· ineolumem, ('t filium tuum Dominum nostrum lesum CrislUl11 pro 
n'demptione mundi inc:amari \"oluisti. qurso ut per invocatiom'm tuam huic viro pristinam 
sanitalt'm rcstituas, quia {U C's Deus bel1cdiclUS. Salvator omnium in te sperantium, 
permancns in sccula seculorum.' Cunqur astal1lt's rcsponciisscnt 'Amen', faciens virgo 
si~num crucis trl1ensqur manum adolesccntis, rug-ato dolon'liberavit cum, Rcvcrsusquc ad 
propria, glorifi('abat Deum. ,\d Domini igitur laudrm di\"ulgabatur nomen heate Frithe
suuithe per lOtam regioncm illam. 

(17) Accidit etiam ut piscatores, siCUl mos cst illius gelleris hominum, ascenderelll in 
Ila\ 1m quadam nOCle- ut capen'nl pisceso Cum ergo misisst"1ll retia in na\·em. ct obdornlls
sent in na\"i, unus corum arreplus a demonio ccpitquc cachinna falsa dare, tencnsque unum 
e MKiis suis suOocabat cum manibus, dl·ntihusque dilaniare volcbat. Ceteri vero, tenenlCS 
cum. li~a\'rrul1t manus a lcrgo, ducenlcs cum ad hr<lte \'irginis oralOrium. Videns igilUr 
\"('l1erabilis \'Irgo Inla,{lnCm Del iIIusam a diaboloJ genibus flexis drprecabatur Drum 

m"n' a IX'ne • .1 \ IIlIi tll.rl~ WOrt/; "IlU'! ,"rnil In Ilrmnrt (IU(KI dit·ilur Ik-nsn'a B in~ sunl 

nemU!4 <i(' 8f"nt·M°."OI /. 
• J Bentonia] Bt·ndoni'l B 
• I mhl0ri('ordtt. ,\ 

Par"plmlU oj lit I VlI:$(}--IO. 
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Patrern omnipolcnlcm, Filiumquc ("ius Domlllum nostrum, ut per virtutcm Spiritus Sancli 
liberaret plasma suum ab inimico humani gcncris prOSlratum. Hec diccos, fecit signum 
sanCle crucis in frontem ('ius, ita diccns. IRcC('de, Salana, ab imagine quamJormavil Dtwad 
similitudmffl1 suam.'137 Cum hoc dixissct , factus est vclut mortuus, ceciditquc in terram . 
Beata virgo iussit ('urn solvi. Cunqur SOiULUS eSSCI, tenuit manum cius et dixit , 'In nomint 
Itsu emti Na~artni, surge I 38 incolumis.' El surrcxit sanus, ccpitqur l

:
19 glorificarc Dcum, ~ui 

cum libera\'il per mcrila sanCle Frithcswithc. Eral aulern nomen eius LcowlIlus . .w 
(18) Hec et alia mul13 miraeula operatus est Dominus per be31am Frithcswilham. 

Quadam igitur die dixit cOl1sodalibus suis, 'Rcvrrtamur ad cenobium 1tl nostrum .' 
Preparala igitur navicula, heate virgines intravcrunt in cam, vcnicntcsqu(' ad ci,·it31cm 
Oxinefordiam, honorifice a civibus ct ab omni c1rro 11 2 susceplc sunt. Cum autem 
ingrcdcrctur beala Frithcswitha in supradictam urbern, occurrit ci quidarn iuvenis plcnus 
lepra, dixitque ci , 'Adiuro te, 0 Frithcsuuitha virgo, ut drs mihi osculum in nomin<.' Irsu 
Cristi.' Ilia, ut semper crat rcpleta Sancto Spiritu, faciens sie;num crucis dedit ej 113 osculum 
in nomin(" Domini , et statim rnundalus cst a lepra. Videntcs autern populi urbis ill ius 
omnisquc clerus que fiebant per sanctam Frithcswitham virtules et miracula, gaudebant l-H 

in adventu eius. (19) Beala itaquc Cristi virgo omnipotentj Oeo servin' non c(."Ssabat, 
amigebatque corpus ut vivificaret spirit urn. ode cum hec per multa lempora contilluaret, 
et dies rcuibulionis a Domino recipirndi mcrccdern pro labore appropinquarrt, I t') quarto 
idus Octobris apparuit ci angrlus Oornil1l , dixitque ei,14tI 'Quartodccimo kalendas 
No\'cmbris efit dies Domini us , rr ipiesque a Domino coronam immortalitatis quam 
semper desiderasti . Preparata enim libl est i.lUla celcstis, luxque immarcescibiiis, quia 
dcspexisti terrenum palalium patns.' Hoc dicta, angelus ab ea rcccssiL Bcatissima ig-ilUr 
virgo Frithcswitha corrcpta rortissima fcbrt', ingravcsccntc cgritudinc corporis, cepit 
omnibus menbris dissolvi. Unaquaque igitur die venirbant ad cam omnes ci\"cs illius urbis. 
Bcala vero virgo monilis salutaribus non c('ssabal cos reficere. (20) Sabbato igilur quo in 
craslinum reccssura erat a l4 7 corpore, rogavit ut ci scpultura apcriretur in ecclesia bcate 
Dei gcnitricis Marie, diccns, 'Crastina die eril dies Dominicus, ct nolo ut aliquis laborel 
propter me. Hac cnim in noctc post tertium cantum galli, munita corpore et sanguine 

risti, vadam ad Dominum l48 meum. Bonum enim ctrlamn/ urian, rorsumque iustitie 
(onsummavi, mundum ct omnem pompam rius cOlllernpsi, idcoquc rtposita tsl mihi corOlla 
iuslilit .' 1 1(1 Hcc dicens, ingravcsccntc moleslia egritudinis. iussit sibi a(frrri eucharistiam 
Cristi. Quam gaudcntcr suscipiens, omnipotcntcm Deum bencdiccrc cepit. (2 1) Cunquc 
infirmitatis mole nimium opprimcrelUr sicut antra predixcrat,I -')() post muhas 

117 'Rr("('d( . . sua m'J ' Pr('ciplO libi, Salh,uloI, in nOIlUIl(' I('su CriMi, UI r('croas ab hac \-fllolgint I)(·i' J Tnt.\' 
ttxt is a (onfolio" of Gtnuis i.26-7. ii.7 6nd 1'.1 

1}8 .-I rts ;11.6. 
Ij'l c('pilqu( L) c('pit .\' 
1-40 Lro\\·inus] Lcsy,'inus I. 
14' c("nobium N, 81 monastniulll I. 
It.! clem N. L] clero nobilium 8 
141 C'"i 1.1 rnn.,v 
IH gaudtbant LJ gaudcbal l\ 
.," UndC'" ru m h('( approplllquolrci 1.1 om.N 
Hi, ci LI om./\' 
14 a I.) om . .\' 
I"' Dominum J l>cum J 
It'll/Tim ir.7 

prrdix(,l<lIj om.!., .\' a/1m dlxcr,u to prrdi,;cral 
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predicalion",I ~1 respicicns sursum, clara \.'oce dicebal.l~l 'Selle, san etc nrgines. bene 
vcniatis.' Intcrrogavcruntque c.-am aslanlcs cum quibus loqurrctur. At ilia respondit, 
'Nunquid non videtis bcatas virgincs Dei, Kalcrinam 31que Ceciliam?' Cunquc ilcrum 
loquc(e(ur ad cas, dixit audientibus cuncus, 'Modo veniam, Domine mcc,' Post tcrtium 
itaquc galli canrum. sicut prcdixerat, valcdicens omnibu . migravit ad Dominum Icsum 
Cristum. In ilia hora lant3 lux effulsit per universam civitatcm Oxincfordiam, tantaqu(' 
suavitas odoris trium horarum spatia fragra\'il, J~3 ut omncs mirarcnlur Cl glorificarcnt 
Dcum. (22) Quidam ('liam vir paraJilico morbo percussus. \·if dives valde, iussit famulis 
suis ut cum dcporlarenl ad scpuJchrum sanctc virginis. Cunquf' dClulissent cum usque ad 
sepulchrum, ilico mentis sanctc Frithesuuithe incolumitalcm rccepil. el qui iam per 
biennium fueral mulus Cl claud us, aliorumque manibus deportatus cral, propriis pedibus 
remcavit laudans Dcum ad propria. 

(23) Alius quidcm nomine Athclwoldus, vir nobilis, qui erat contractus ab umbilico 
dcorsum, cum seprlircnt corpus bcalc Frithc5uuithc, venit ad forrs ecelcsic, lrahens corpus 
suum duohus scahellis. Volens igitur inlroirc in ecclesiam. pre multitudinc populorum non 
potcrat. Cepit autem ad fares ecclcsie damar{", '0 sponsa Cristi e1ccta. virgo Frithcswilha. 
libcra me ab infirmitalibus mcis. Scio cnim quia si \·i5 suhvcnir(" mihi, potes.' Hec dicens, 
ita sanus factus cst, quasi nunquam aliquid habuissct infirmitatis. Surgrns itaque <'I 
cxilicns, Cl quasi unrus salitns,15* virililcr inlroivil in ccdcsiam portans elcvalis manibus 
scannulos cum quibus corpus suum lrahere solcbat, laudans Drum omnium fedcmptorcm. 
(24) Migra"it i~itur beata Frithcsuuitha virgo ad Dominum quartodecimo kalendas 
7'1ovcmbris, anna ab incarnalial1e Domini scptingcntcsimo viccsimo scptima. Sepultaque 
est in ccclrsia sanCl(" f\1aric in australi parle, ubi fiunt multa miracula propter merita eius a 
Domino 110stro Irsu Cristo, qui cum Patrc et Spiritu Sanno vivit C't regnal per omnia secu)a 
seculorum. men. 

AI'I'E:-IDIX B, THE SEC()'iD LIFE 01 S 1 II(IDE.~IIIDE ("I.IIE B'l, 
PROBABLY WRn' rEX BY MASI ER ROBEKI 01 CRI(.KLAIlE (.1l10-70 

l.if(' 8 is rditw h('r(' from Iht' Ihr('t manuscripts of Iht' full tC'XI: 

~t Bodleian I.ibran'. ~I~ Laud ~Iisc. 114 ff.ltl-lO - 811/' :1162) 

Laud ~'bC. 111 is a o)lIC'ction of citat "riUtn al i'crshort in .I r.lrt'fui rC"J{ular hand of (.II60-80.I~" rht' 
fridnwidC' I('XI i.s di\;idrd 1010 chapIC'n, with rubricatrd imtl.lls. and is prn:«Ird b\ il Iisl of ('hapter-h adin~!o 
Other 12th·('r!Hury English it{'m.s arc Osbt-rt of Clare-'s Lifr of ~t. Eadburh (1'.85' and Prior Rubert uf 
Shre\\~bury's Lifr of ~t Winifr«l (f.140). 

C = Cilmbrid~('. Gomil!(' and Caiu!! Collt"g(', \IS 12<'1 ff.lb7 77' 

This i a mi~dl.HlroU.s roll(,ClI(Jn of lracts in ~('ral 12th- ilnd 13th-U'nlurv hands. from an unkno\\n 
monaSIlC pro\('nan('("'t6fh(' hidcswidt Itxt i.) \\riu('n in a rdtMr Sl'TapP} mul 13Ih-(r-ntun hand, \\ilh min r 
corrl"Cllon.s by .l cont('mpor.lry rn·isr-r. It dors nOI oblOC'l'\C' \1'5 ch,'ptrr di\l!~lons. 

'" predication") dr-\:ota\ ('xhortaliont'S /. 
1 .. :.1 dicr-b'1I1 cC'pit dicC'rt' I. 
I'" fra~ravit L) 0",.1\' 

I~ &lrfNl /JIJl.tJli u:xt;.6 
m RO. Coxe (<<I. I UlJuJUlI' MalUlunpu (1858. rrpr. as Bod/tllm l-1brary Qua"o Call1lo~ut111 IQ73), 121- 3~ Kc-r 

nOlr 66. 150. op.cit 
,~ M,R. Jamt'S. 1 J)~ImPII1~ Caill/olla G/IM .UQJUtj.(fJPIJ '-" 11" /.,b,lIrJ of (,01'; ill, a,.g f.'IJlltJ Col['(~, i (1907). 

137.jj 
157 Collatrd from a microfilm kindl) lrnt b) Dr. ~lIcha('1 Lapld~(" 



)02 J BLAIR 

G = GOIha, FonchunJ(sbibhOlhrk , ~tm . 181 , ff.225' 301) 

(,ht' Gutha colkction. from an unknown bUI prolMbly '.u'sirm En'!;lish pro\C!'nancr. i IoHltt('1I in an tarh 
'-tlh-ernlu!)' hand ",ilh rubricattd Inllial~.I~ !"hI" "to( <Iff' (,OIirf'h IhOS(' of En~lish saints: mart) ~ (:\us . 1 Wl. 
confr.ssors ( :"l os. 21-49) and holy womrn (!'ios. 50-61). with FridC'$widt,t hr last (~o. &-1). Tht' Fridrs",icir I('XI has 
Iht' samr ch.lplt'r divisions as ~1 

Collation shows that ~f and G arr Trlat('(L If)T thn uflrn ,)~r on drmollSlrably fal ... (' Tcadinl(s whrr(' (; 
apJX'ars 10 Ix corrt'C( (e.g tcXllIOICli '221. 2-13, 249, 310. 318. lIS. 357) . rhr combinro tt'Slinumy of \1 and C is 
oftr'n COIT('CI a~ainsl G, and lhat of C and G a.-::amsi \1 whrTras there "('roms to hr no Cil~' .... hrrc \1 ch·;l.rh 
ov('rrules C and G, or G dra.riy o\'C'rrulC's (: and \1 I '" ' -his indil'.ltt'S Ihr following strmma, with P tht archrl)pr 
and Q thr sla~e wlHeh product-d thr enor.; (om mOil to ~1 and C' 

/' 

I 
£ I 
I C 

I I 
M t; 

rhe ba.~ic I('xl oflhc prrscnt ('diuon is ~I 'Is chapler di\ isiuns are prC'S('r\"ro a~ paragraphs. but pUIlC"tuatlnn, 
capitalisation and Ihr usagr oflt and I' are moctrrnisrd •• lnd cuntrattions arr expanded. 'nu" IUUlnntc"s record.all 
\'ariant rt'adin~, ('X«pl for somr Iri\"ial in\"rrsion<; of "ord-ordrr whi(-h onl~ occur in G and Ihul"forc cannUl 
rf'ilr<"1 Ihr archcty~, C/~I rt'adin~ ha\'(' .11"3",'1' Ix-en chc",rn in prefrrt'n(c 10 C. and e1c rt"adil\~s in I)rrferrnct" 
10 \-1 ; where- C disagrrcs with ~t /G, (he reading which ,('ems I() makl" Ihe best srm.r has I)('rll ch(lsc'n. The (. 
rn;,er's amendmrnLS arc indicatro in th(' nOlrs thus" '. bUi siner Iht'S(' rrading:'> bt"-ar nu relatlC)lu,hip to the nthtr 
manuscript, and probabl) ha\"(' no t(''O(lu.:a1 authority , thr) arc n("Hr adoptrd. Direct quotation., fmm Lift" ,\ .ur 
italicisro . Tht section numbers, which art" editori.:al insertions, ("Orrespond with the: cquivalt"nt passa~r.s in I.ife \ 
and on pp.74-9 aoo\'(', 

Del(;o patrc et matre Sancte Fridcsuuide, lhl el de natlvllate eius el disciplina. 
Dc monc matris cius, el dc pro\"cctu cius in sancta conversationC', el de construclO a 

palre eius monastcrio, cl quomodo monacha racla ('st, Cl de morle palris ('ius. 
Quomodo poSl mor tem palris de die in diem drtUlibus crescebal, el qualilcr ab Ctl 

confulatus abscessil diabolus. 
De nunliis regis Aigari obcccalis, rl precibus illius sanitali rcstitutis. 
Quomodo ab angelo inslructJ. regis Aigari \-i13Vil \·csaniam. 1b

:.! 

Dc regis Aigari obcecationC', Ct quare non imrant reges in Oxinrfordiam.11d 

De puella sanala per stillam cadctltem ex manibus eius. 
Quomodo in prcdio quod Brncseia dicitur habitavil, Cl fontem precihus impetravil. 
Quomodo rdaxavil precibus manum hominis a manubrio sc(uris. 
Dc piscalore a demonic liberato. 
Dc Irproso osculo cius sanato. 
Quomodo moricnti apparurrunt sancta Cau.' rina alque Cecilia, el dr luce C'( oclore 

refuso. 
Quomodo parali(icus quidam t't ('ontractus .,!ius sanati sunt ad rius ('x("qulas, 

I'WI J> Grosjt"an, 'De Codier Hd1-:iogr.1phico (;Olhan()', Ann/trta Bolli/ndiana l\'Iii {191-O}. 90-103 
1\" r hr cml) exccptions Mf' Ihr("r Irivj,,1 gramm.uical points (t(")(t footnotcs 2'17, 269. 270). whct(' the supt"rior 

~t and G rtadin/ltS could rrsult from snibal C'fIrr("uioll 
.. ~, .\1 lind (; lith b~.t:1n h~rr 

I'" Fridrs\\-\the (; 

" ", 
,it.:avil vC"aniaml \'isita\lt ins.mi.1f11 both , \{S.~ 
OXlIldClrdittm (,;1 Oxenr(r)rdiam .\( 
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Incipit prologus in vita Sancte Frideswide virginis'''' 

103 

(1) De vita Cl virtUlibus bcatissime ct omni ,,('n('ratlone dignissime ,"irgmls 
Fridcs\\ide, fratTt's karissimi, que addisccre potui in chromcls. ('1 prClcr hec in quibusdam 
autcilticarum hysloriarum voluminibus sive in ralhaiogisli ... sanClorum Anglie. in unum 
cohartarc volumen curavi. Ubi liquido apparel quia longe ab erforc in pluribus dcclinavil, 
quisquis Hie fuil vile virginis sacratissimc scriptor, liecl quorumdam supercilio con tcmp
nendus vidr31ur, qui stili sirnpiici131C in improbandum adducti fastidium, norum probant 
se magis attcndcrc spccicm, quam fructus utilitatcm. 

Incipit vita Ilob 

(2) .11lno1b7 itaquc lbS ab incarnaliont Domini nostri Irsu",'1 Cristi 17t1 Regis omnium 
seculorum stplrngmltsimo circiter 1:lctsimo stptimo, cum in efTera grntc Anglorum, que 
Brinanniam insulam invascrat, dcpopulavrrat, dominatuiqu(,171 suo cru('nta manu sub
iug·avera t, verbum Oei l 72 effioruisset fruclumque plurimum produxissCl, subregulus qllidam 
Didanus nomine, vir catholicus Cl omni morum honest3l(, prrslanlissimus. civll3tcm que 
lingua Saxonica Oxinefordia l73 denominatur, quod nos Latinc Bourn Vadum dicere 
possumus, incolalus sui frequentationc l74 honeSlabal. Hi( nutu divino uxortm moribus suis 
congruam, Safridam nomint, acctpil, de qua morum mag-is quam prediorum hcredem 
suscepit,17!J unicarn videlicet filiam. quam fonte sacri baptismatis ablutam FridtIuuidam 
appellari pn:ccpil. (3) Transacto l76 quinqurnnio diligrn/i rducatione. filltrarum studiis 
truditnda traditur sub malrorlt cuiusdam admodum religiose disciplina, cui nomen .1Igil'O. 
Felicis quidem ~sterilalis quoddam quasi felicissimum prc~a~ium. in ipso eius discipline 
primordia adeo 7, rnituit, ut pcrspicuum foret omnibus quoniam mel11('m illius iamiam 
sibi habitaeulum 1.9 prcelegerat Spiritus Saflc1us. Quis etcnim IStI non ObSlupcsCerct 
quinquennem l81 virgunculam in quinqul' fere mensibus psalmo.!t Di.l\"iticos, qui cenlum 
quinquaginla sunt, didicissc, mcmoricqur commendassc? Nrc hint sibi consodalium ascivit 
invidiam, sed fcrvorc quo replcnda ('rat carilalis attacta, cUlletis jf ~rebuil amabiltm. 
Humililalis namquc simul 18:l e1 mansurtudinis lanla extunc prepolkbal ttl gratia, lit non 
rcgiam I8.' essCl viderc iuvenculam. sed servil('m in tali <'lale personam, omnibus obs<'
quium, omnibusqucl8~ cornpassionis ('xhibentem affectum. Non ('rat plane verbi di\'ini 
audilrix obliviosa facla, sed factrix oprrum.1t4h Quamque de JcripJuris audi('bat, armario lH7 

1t·1 Irrad",!: on~, Ilf .\1 
lto~ cO&lhalogis (;) c.uholicis .\f 
It,f., !unti,,,!: on17 'If .\1 
Ito1 C Ittl br.(;nJ It", 
1t>8 om C 
11,'1 Ihu tlr. fuu btm txpondtt1 tJrrouglwuJ to It'Su tlr. 
I 1I Xpi rJr. Juu bm' txponJtt1 Ihroughoul to Crisli tt< 
I I rCI" dommalul ( 
I' \·crburn Ixi C, (;1 n-rbumquc .H 
I' Oxindurdi.t C, (;1 Oxrnrrordia .H 
IU rrf"quclltaliClnt'm (.I. 

I'" !Ulice-pit C. (.1 a("("e-pit .H 
I ran a('"tO C. GI TransaC"(o quipJ>C'" .\f 

In pnmordlu adro di!\Ciplinr C 
I1'J om. (." 
110 QUiS ("I("uim C, G) Quisrnim .it 
181 Cjuinqu("Iln(·m C, (;1 quinquennam M 

.. , 
'" ... 
'" ... 
'" 

simul C, (;1 om. 1/ 
pol!(-ba.t C 
om. C 
omnibu (; 

Baltti on Jamn 1.25. 
rin' arrnario C 
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pUiorir l88 pie recondtbal, dans opcram sedulo. creditam sibi cum usura reportare 
Domino l89 pecuniam. Propterea diebus assidue ("1 noclibus piis lacrimarum ri,"ulis. 
SUSplrtlS quoque cl gemitibus, cordis maclabal hostiam in holocauslum acccptabilc 
Domino, supplicans iugitcr ul inhabilart mcrcrctur in dama Domini omnibus ditbus vilt SUI, Cl 

contcmplari vultum cius. 
(4) Nee adultam adhuc etas earn pro~rjo consignabal \"iri, cum iam maltr (ius de 

media discessit. l90 Altero igitur carcns virgol I solatio, palri protegenda rclinquitur. Quem 
saluberrimis quoad J92 powit impcllcbat monitis, ne pigritarctur iturus hinc in brevi quo 
prcccssit thori socia, 3nimr sue rcmedia qucrcrc. At ille. ut assolct coniugis nupcr amisse 
dolort~· pcrculsus, et assiduis l93 dilectissime filie precibus compulsus, tee/uiam infra urbis 
ambitum eon.rtruxil, et in honore sarretl ac sempilerne Trinitalis, semperque l'irginis Dei 
gcnilricis Alarie, Omniumqul Sanetorum, dldiealam , filie commendavit poscenti. r psa vero 
ecclesiam ingrcssa, divinis se studiosissimc mancipabat 194 operibus, suam Domino pudici
dam scdulis commendans prccibus, pietatis viscera aperiebat pClcntibus, larga prcbcns 
manu que poscebant cgentibus. ~1undi ctiam fertur sic postposuisse gloriam. sic ad 
supernarn hanclarc l95 palriam, ut iarn pr~cmodum carnis ccrnerctur dcposuisse sa rci
nam, ct immortalitatis tuniearn induissc. 1 Non cl1im corpus alebat escis, scd spiritum 
protrahcbat. Non mollibus vcstiebatur, sed aspcrrimis setis vigilans, nce l97 mollioribus 
dormicns, si tarnen aliquotiens dormitabat, pungebatur. Quid de lectisternio illius loquar, 
cum nullum iIli preter humum duris imam fueril? Super illam somno victa 198 reeumbebal, 
nature solvens debitum, iIIam assiduc proslrata petcbat genibus, quando orationes Domino 
fundcbat. Stuperes regiam regiis puellam epulis educatam, viliurn ollrum in ondilo 
pulmento modicoque pane ordlicto l99 famis expugnare prOlcrviam, aquc \-ero sorbitiuncula 
silis ardcnlissimc immincnlcm supcrarc dissolutionem. Quid plura? Aretam et arduam 
viam que dueit ad vitam200 ita aggrrssa cst, ut niehil supra. 0 infelices huius lemporis 
homines, 'quorum deus venter est, el gloria in eonrusione illorum, qui lerrena sapiunt',201 
qui religionem habitu prelcndunl, moribus et vita contradicunt. Viti vcstc intuentium in se 
eonvertunt ocutos, sed prctiosorum ciborum crapula, intestina confundunt. Si quando 
ieiunant, terra marique qucritur, uncle ieiunii dampnum restituatur. Sed non cst hoc 
iciunium quod clcgi dicit Dominus. Stu pet Anglia, miranlur universi , infirmum c{'rnentes 
scxum in elate lenera robur exeessisse virile. Pater vcr0202 virguneuJe hilaris admodum 
effeelus tripudiabat, quia heredem quem tcrrenarum rerum putabat preslari superstitem, 
iam ad cclestia eemebat hanriantem.203 (5) Et quidcm ut omnem spem corruptibilis 
posteritatis earn plcne204 poslposuissr constarel, cxegit a patre, monacharum ut mtrcretur 

'" ptttoris CJ cordis AI, G ". Domino rcportare C 
''10 disttssil C, G] decessit M 
'" Virgo carens C 

'" quoad C, C] quoal ,\1 .. , 
assiduis C, C] assidue .\1 , ... 
mancipabat Sludiosissime C 

'" anrlare G 
,~, induissr lunicam C 
,9> om_ G 

'''' om. C 
''''' ordeacro C 
~~ Bastd Oil MaItJr . uli. l4 
10' PJrlliPP, iii. /9. 
~" \'UO C, G] om .If 

"" anhelanu:m G ... earn plent') am G 
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habilum suscipcre. prudenli20
.5 proculdubio prccavrns consilio, ne fOrle defuneto pauc 

cuiusquam cogefetur inire conubium, ('1 \"irginalc usqucquaque fcdarc10b propositum. 
Tedebat prete rea virgincm beatissimam corporali dccorari purpura, que se noverat Crisli 
sanguine redemptam, dum a perlidis morte lurpissima condcmpnarctur. ,\nulo fidei 
subarrala, aurum gem masque vclud mercimonium contcmpnebat :l1"17 vilissimum. Hoc 
proposilo filil rtx Didanus, inestimabilitcr gallsUJ, acccrsiri iubet proxime:ll:)ft diocesis cpisco
purn, filiequc karissime habitum dan monacharum impetra\"it. Emulatione profeclo 
bcatissime virginis duodtcim fermc nobilibus orlc natalibus puellt', relictis omnibus secule 
sunt Dominum. incedcntes in omnibus mandatis Ct iUSlific3tionibus eius iuxta exemplum 
Deo dileclc Fridcsuuide. Et si ei equari:'!09 non potuerunt merilis. consones lamen rius fieri 
nilcbantur participationr regni cele-slis. Ex regis itaque munificenlia di\'crsoria religioni 
aptissima secus ecclesiam conSlrUUTllur. ubi dulcinua diebus ac noclibus mente110 virgi
num cum voce consona psalmorum et hymnorum modulata rcsonabat suavitas. 
(6) Interim rtx ipse, gral'issima lactus febre. dtcidil in ltetum. alque ad extrema perducluS, 
corporiJ Cristi munitus viatica, dormivit cum patribus suis, complens dies in seneCLUte bona. 

Btata igilur Fridtsll'ida. ulriusquc parmlis dCslilula solatia. ad Palrt'm qui in celis cst 
ardelltius hanclabat/ II quibus poLUit ~ressibus ad cum properabal. Protclabat cnim 
iciunia, oralionibus instabat continuis, et preterea ptr dinn {tntits, unlitJqut ptr ntKtnn,j/Lxis 
gtnibus qucsi\'it quem dilexit anima illius. (7) cd quis in mundo prcvalet esse bonus, cui 
non invideal qui singularitcr cst malign us? Omnes namque conatur deicere, qui primum 
hominem a paradisi gaudiis polUit propellere. Et qUia Fridesuuide animum nullius stimulo 
suggcstionis potuit evcrtrre. ad dimicandum comminus corporeis eius oculis corporalem 
speciem exhibuit. Elatusque in antique vesanie sue: prrsumptioncm, qua se Altissimo fore 
simiirlTI promittebat, CrislUm se esse mcntilur. Magnaquc dtmonum constipalus (attn'a, 
angt"lorum Iuds speciem mClllienlium. his \·irginem aggreditur: 'Vcni , dilecla mea, veni, 
quia Lrmpus tJl ut percrpuu immarcessibilem glorie coronam quam promtroisti. rtni, et ad ~cdum 
mc-orum provolula vestigia, quem diu desidcrasli, adora. Apparere quippc libi ob 12 hoc 
valui, ut me, ad quem lanta aviditate suspiras, in hac rtiam vita mortali conspiceres, et me 
adarato ad prrprtue vile' commodum, absque corporis incommodo prevaleres ingrcdi.' Cui 
virgo, Sanclo rdocla ~ piritu, cuius instillclU humalli gencris hunc fuisse deprehendit 
inimicum, ita infit, 'Quid, miscrrime, quod nee213 habts, nee habere pre supcrbia vales, aiiis 
promiILcrc presumis? Quid tibi cum vila immortali, qui vivens mortuus es,2U et manens 
semper in interitum \"Crgis? Sed ct ego, infclix et miserrima peccatrix. interitus lui particeps 
fuissem. ni me213 Rcdemptoris mei Cristi, quem tu le esse nefandissime mentiris, 
misericordia prC'vcnisst"t. Ipsc rnim216 "spes mea a iuvcl1lute mea.",117 Hec humilljma 
virginis verba supcrbus ille non suslincns spiritus, filanuit, et aerem u[u[aLu horribili 
frtorcquc pcstifero implevit. Btala quidem Frideswida m orationt ptrUl'ffans, ptrsisltnSqut in 
l'igiliis, tquo tral animo et permansit intrrpida. 
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(8) At non comm('ntor impietatis. tamrtsi victus ct confusus abscesseril, ab Impug
nationis sue artc quic\"it. Rtgrm namquc Al.s:arum salis superque ntfandum aggrC'dilur, et 
\"irginis Fridcswide iam amore laClUm impudico inflammat, Cl, ul a118 sanctirnonialis 
habitu deiciat. 2111 suggeril iniustum non ('SSe Ilcfariumvc intt"rminans regis filiam licet 
monacham ad thorum rcgium {'vocare, sed magis optimum prolcm susciperc ('l ad spcm 
rrgni educare, quam incrtcm e[ plcnam df'sidia ducerc220 vitam. His suggestionum stimulis 
rex furibundus concil31uS,:n1 quasi amens prosiliil:2:l"1 nuntios accclcrarr prrcipil, qui 
summa cum fcstin3tioJlr Fridcswidam adducam, ct Ilolentcm cque ul \'olcntem propcrarc 
compellalll,123 Nee mora, Ilcfandissimi regis ncfandi22

-1 cvolant nunlii, el cmenso cderiler 
multo lcrr3rum spatia, ante conspectul11 Fridcsuuide assisLcnles, his cam aggrcdiunlur 
compC'llare22S scrmonibus, 'Rtx,' inquiunl, 'AI.l{aruJ ad it, 0 FridtSullida,llosdirexil, Irgationis 
siquidcm tibi 226 profulure causa. Tu autrm sapienti ulere consilio, el voluntati regis 
consrnti:'!'17 honorem proponentis. Nam cOlllradiclio tua cxpers pelle esse non potcrit. Te 
sibi thori sociam rex vrhementissimc arTectal, et malronali \'il1cuI0228 coniungcrc, et 
partipiccm cfficere regni: Quibus \'irgo, mitissimo ut erat semper animo, summissa 
humiliter vocc,219 'Si me,' inquit, ' hominis conubio sociare disposuisscrn, Ilcquaquam regis 
Algari postulationi contradicerc habercm. NUllc, quia Rtg; immortalilatis Cristo dlspomata 
sum, Ilifandum sane arbitrar ut co contcmplo asscnsum monali prebcam peritura cum ipso. 
cl fructu immonalil31is dcspecto postC'ritCltC'rn23H rnortalem cum dcuimcnto inlcgritatis 
qw:ram: Et iIli, 'Hec te,' inquiunt, 'vcrsuLia iuvare non poterit, quoniam 5i acquirsccrc ac 
obtemperarC' regis voluntati nolutris, luam cupicntis honorare ingcnuitatem, ad lupanar Jmcta 
muhas sustenebis integritatis LUe iniurias vel invita, lenonibus ludibrium facta. Et 
ignominiose corrupta sic tandem edoccbcris sani capitis non esse rcgiam huiuscemodi 
rcpulsa fedare dignitatcm.' Ad hec231 virgo, 'Mine siquidem,' inquit, 'veSlrt,' oppido 
limrnd(' fuissent, ni Dominus conlinerc impiorum manus valcret, uti complcrc non 
possint2:U opere quod conari animo ncf:lndo proponunt, Prcterca233 nullis pollutionum 
conlagiis conlaminari polest corpus,231 nisl lX C01UtnSU mtnlis. El2J~ profecto quemadmodum 
corporis intcgrilas Oeo grata non cst, quam mentis corruplcla fcdavit, ita prorsus, si 
violcntia impudicorum claustra signaculi pudicitie vcxaveril, \'olul1tatis contradicentc 
arbitrio, ab inspcctorc Deo ad intcgritalis sue premium mclltc236 illibata dupplicalo 
reducctur merito.' (9) His237 iniquitatis millislri pucllc r{'sponsis, velud solis mrridiani 
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aspcctu hebctati , in238 amrntic lamen suc obstinatione pcrscverantcs, cum pre slupore 
Lante constantie rius quid amplius opponercnt non haberent, vim infcrre parabant. At 
Fridcswida, confu~icns ad prolcclorcm suum Drum, prcccs cum lacrimis in excelsum 
porrexit, cia mans l'oa magna atque diccns, ' Exurgt, Domine, non conforltlur homo: iudiuntur 
gtnltS i" consptelu IUD, scianlque quoniam homines sunl. Apprthtndt anna (I scutum, it lxurgt in 
adiulorium midzi. Die anime ma, salus Iua ego sum.' 0 altitudo sapientic tue, Domi nc:t39 Deus, 
quam incomprchcnsibilia sunt iudicia lUa, el investigabilcs vie tue! 240 Vere nemo speravit 
in lC

241 
Cl dcrclictus CSt!242 Ecce hominrs pcssimi, qui noluerunt audirc vocem lOam ct2-13 

ancille tur ut bencagcrenl, prius animi nunc corporis amisso lumine, ab iniuriis SUiS2H 

desistere compclluntur vel inviti. Ac cxperimcnto discum, quO(fll) doclrina salutari 
ncglcxcrunl. Nee mora, miraculi magnitudine implctur civitas. Concurrunt undique, 
stupent univ('fsi,2'1-6 paVl'nlquc, ac pl'dibus llirginis pro cxeccalorum compassionc provoluli 
suppliciler poslulani, quatinus hominum insensatorum et iccirco miscrrimorum non atlen
dat facinora , sed pro lis inlercedrre dignctuiZ'7 propitia etlumen pia rcstiluat supplicationc, 
quo desliluli sunt miscri 2

·
U1 propria prolcrvitatc. (1 0) At non sllslinuit piela lis vasculum 

diuturnum irnpiorllm crueialum, vel populi in poslUlationc singuhum. Ad preccs cOI1\'crti
lUr, Dcum gl'nibus249 dcprrcatur. 'Dtns,' inquil. 'invisibilis l't incommutabilis, Deus universe 
Conditor creature, cuius nutu que non sunt fiUIH, cui us voluntalc cuncta subsisLUnl. qui 
hominem sua culpa perditum reformasli ad vitam, hominibus iStls misl'rrimis lumtn restituc, 
ut cognoscat populus utl' quia iu tS miurator tI misl'ricors, patitrLJ 1'I multt misericordie tt vtrax, reddens 
lInicuique:lstl iuxta opera sua, qui vids tt rtglla5 per ill/mila uculorum ucula.' Ad hanc vocem 
bcatc virginis,2.,) 1 cum astantes respondisstlll 'Amtn', lumen redditur miseris. At illi cordc2,'>2 

salubritcr2.'l:i compuncti, corruerunl ad ptdes cius, veniam commissi huius nagilamcs. 
Quibus ilia, 'Non hoc mris, ,;l:H inquit, 'anum esse meritis estimctis. sed clementia 
Salvatoris, et fide populi ipsi supplicantis. Vos aulcm horum que passi cstis memores 
cSlOle,255 Cl ancillas Cristi deinccps illfestarc nolitc.' 

(11) Repcdantes itaquc viri, que gesta sunt regi2'Jb ex ordinc Iluntiant. IIle vera, 
'Ncquaquam,' inquil, 'incQlllationts tiuJ,jalsave dogmata, aut ars magica, a mtis earn cripicllt 
maflibus. Sed quolliam me conlcmpnere ausa est, prius quam257 ilia utlibuerit abusus fuero, 
\cllonum siquidem IradelUr pollut'nda ludibrio.' Her dixit , ct furore agitatus inpreceps 
cquos paSCil, itcrquc ad urbcm158 qua virgo manebal Ilcfanda urgemc libidine aggrcditur. 
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o quam magna fSl multitudo miserationum tuarUn1, Domine, qui non derelinquis 
spcrantt's in te! In ipsa noell, dum Fridtswida horum inseia more solito orationi incumberet, 
astitit ei angtlus2SC

, luus sanctus, dictns, "Ignoras. 0 virgo, quia profanissimus rex Algarus 
eras pre foribus urbis iSlius aderit libidini sue satisfaClurus, si delur possibilitas irrumpcndi 
in pudiciliam2bt1 intrgritalis tue?' Audiens hee, sanCia 'vehementcr cxpavit',261 nee adeo 
lamen ex visionc angelica lam subila, quantum ex immanissime impietatis acccleratione, 
ct:.!b:.! ignara quid agcrrt stabat slUpcfacta. Cui angelus, INc limeas/ inquil, 'Fridcswida: 
Dominus Itsus enstus iocundum quod in lua virginitate habitaculum ipsi prcparasli 
custodict, illususque rex ct malignitatis sm' sp<.' rrustratus redibil, ac pcnas ccciialis 
pcrpClur solv{'t. Tu aUlcm propcra, rl semi tam que ducit ad ftuvium Thamcsis263 cum 
quibuslibet tuarum ingrcdcre, rcpertura scapham a Dto paralam ct in ipsa duccm itincris 
nautam.' Hec ralur, CI ab aspcctu virginis subilO2b

-4 eripilur. (1 2) Frideswida vero, gralias 
agcns26:l Dca, hylaris ab oralione surrcxit, duasque de sororibus suis strom assumcns, ad 
Thamtsim'M usquc ptrrtnit, cl iuxla verbum angtli naviculam secus ripam repperit. ~am 
ingrtSst, vident iuvtntm in parte267 stdtnltm, habitu splcndido t'uituquc vcnustissimo/ qui 
cas169 dulci demul fns affalu in naviculam17H collocavit. Mira res, mirus impetus spiritus. 
Sub unius hOft spatio27 I decem miliaria271 transreruntur, CI sub trilla qUf Btfllolla dicilur 
exponumur. ExposilC vero, nce !lavern nec itineris ducem uspiam conspiciunt. I nventam 
ilico secus villam273 semi tam pergunt, cl silvam non longt ab ea dislantcrn iflgrtdiuntur. 
Sequelltes autem Jfmitam in prorundum ntmo,;s2H se protendentem. tandem mapalc2n 

conspiciunt ad porcorum lutarnen contra aeris illlernpericm conSlructum, sed multo iam 
tempore ab incolis dcrelictulll, adco ut htdtra succrescenle tX omni parlt contcetum, 
occultato277 adilu ingredi volcntibus, negarc viderc'lur imroitum. Quod virgo cum suis 
ingrcssa sodalibus primum signo crucis 11lunivil, ac dcinde qualiler ibidem Dco disponcnlc 
manerent prout sibi oporlunum278 vidcbatur slatui\. 

(13) Inlcrca rtx impiUJ ad Oxintfordiam'179 vcnicns, minis preeibusquc ac prcmi is 
propositis conabalur ab incolis addisccrc, quonam Fridcswida divcrtissct. Sed quoniam 
non {''fal occulta Dei nasse, sicut nu ll ius eorum280 hoc aetum erat consi lio, ita nee rcvclari 
poterat corum c1oquio.:2RI Hine iratus rex Cl amrnlium more intolerabili pcrmotus rurore, 
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CI'Vllatem lcrribilitfr inturlls. in eius subversionem coniuravit. Cumque appropinquarcl 
porlC' quc182 ad aquilonem rccludilur, iturus quo se vesanie sue propcllebat impetus, 
luminibus ilico amissis didicit quam nichil cst quod molitur humana pcrversilas, cui 
contrastat divina potestas. Expavit itaque SlultuS rrpentinam In sr divine potcstatis 
uitionem, nee a malignitatis sue desislcns obstination<", cor Pharaonis ad propria rcvchens, 
plagas Egypti ccrnclllis ('[ in promcri13 obcecationc pcrduranlis, ommbus ditbw rr/l sur >3 

sicut a presumptionis28 .. sue protcrvitate non destitil, luminum amissorum solatio caruil. 
Db hui uS285 equidcm lyranni crudclissirni2Hb iustissimum supplicium, innatus est horror 
rtgibus Anglie, ut ne:l87 unus profeclo successorum {'ius civilalcm OXintjordit:lRS prcsumat289 

inlrare. Fridcswida vero iam quasi in hercmum promOla, soli Oeo vacare studuit, solum 
Cristum pre ()Culis, solum in mente, solum in animo semper hahebat. Non ditbus aut nocilbus 
vacabat de co loqui, ipsum vcnerari, ct assiduis interpellare precibus. J1ansil autem lribus 
ferme allllis in prefali nl"71Ioris soliLUdine, sed non incolis ignota, Neque cnim poterat iuccrna 
Dei diulius abscondi, cuius odor luxquc vinutum usquequaque difrundebaLUr, 

(14) Fuil sane in prtdicla Btnlona putlla generis strmate nrquaquarn ignobili, que 
cecit3tis incommodo ab hoste anliquo percussa, sibimct onen et parelHibus dolori ex-LiLit. 
At miseralio divina illsultantis inimici protcrviam in fcmine dampnum ult('rius non 
sustinuit. Donnicl1ti ('(el1im, astilil ti quidam ;n sompnis'JCNJ dictns, .. rath,' inqui1, 'in lucum 2<'JI ad 
habitaculum virginum, et stWa dt btatt Fridtsw.dt mallihus manante, dum manus ablueril, 
ocu/OJ luos linlto, l'isumque rtcipitJ.' Expergcfacta mulier <'l leta admodum c(fecta, ubi sc 
primum dies terris appar,uit, que ill somfllis l'idtfal parcntibus indicare non di.!>LUlil. Illi 
l'tro, congratulal1les filic,:l9'l ac si iarn2'J- visum rc(upcrasset, iter ilico arripJ(.-ntes, ad 
"irg-inum incrssu celeri pcrvenium mansioncm. rt astantes pre foribus puls3ntesquC' abnixe 
postulant, quatinus ad esse mereantur Fridcswide manus suas lavanti. Quod cum non 
ncgarcLUr pct('nlibus, et si vix unquam suslinuissct ab aliqua sibi sororum a~uam efrundi 
manus ablucmi, verumtamcn istis adessc non:llH abnuit, vclUli non cam29 latcrct, cur 
afforc lantopcre2!M) poslulassenl. Stillam itaque puella:l

t
)' dccidcnlcm, quam pri mam:z<1a 

potuit avidissime rapuit , qua cum oculos liniviss('t, dicta citius recupcravil abLUwm, 0 quam 
innoccns manibus ct munda carde virgo, cuius e manibus quod immundum putabatur, ad 
tante salutis prafuit rninislcrium! Desinant, qurso, qui contra R("dcmptoris pramissa 
garriunt. in cvangelio dicen1is. 'Capillus de capite \'eslro non pcribil. ·~ttJ Desinant, inquam. 
Prr1iosiar ct("nim CSI capillus qui ad munimentum capitis ('1 ornamcntum prcbetur, qui de 
carne nasciLUr C1 in carne radic3LUf, quam sordes ex sudoris ('aa~ulo constipate seu ex 
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rebus quibuslibel contrcctatis supcrficicm cutis fcdante's . El eccc, quia nee ill(' in Dei servIS 
ct ancillis a \·jrtutum officio vacant, 300 igitur, qui per ancillc sue sordium ablutionem potuit 
execcate puellc visum rcsliluere, POlcst redivivos in resurrectione capillos'wl capiti vel 
cctefo ut libet corpori apponcfc. Stuprndum sanr302 miracuium, stupcnda virtus! Melior 
est plane acquisitio talis argenta ct 3uro301 ac lapidibus quantumvis preliosis. Hine quoque 
exclamarc libel speil!cna dict31llC Ictitia. 0 ' Domine, Dominus noster, quam admirabile 
cst nomen tuum in ' omnibus opcribus luis! R~l'trt("nt("s autcm cum gaudio, factum hoc 
diffamaverunt per omnia confinia sua. 

(15) Sed non virgo prudcntissima'i05 suslinuit quoad adulalionis proceUosus favor 
vas olei c suis cxcutcrCl manibus, ut venicnlc Sponso non hab ret unde lampad um306 

suarum lumen inrormaret.307 nde et hominum pro facti magnitudine cum inmani308 cam 
admiratione viscrc cupicntium, laudcs I1cUlicam sibi proruturas, rugcre iudicavit ulilius. 
COllvocalis Igitur solitudinis sue (onsodalibUJ,JOIJ 'Arbitror,' inquit, ' jam o~rtunum esse ut 
proprio appropinqucmus ctnobio. Sororcs namquc nostrc aut sollicitc 10 pro nobis, ut 
assolel, aut in absentia nostra in lrislitieJ11 abyssum corruentes, a bono, quod absit, 
proposiw fortassc312 deslilerunt.' Sic ratur, et naviculam preparatam cum sororibus consccn
dens, prepeti valde313 cursu ad prcdium civitati propinquum quod Bunescia dicitur, ope 
navigantium pcrducitur. E navi quippe314 progrcssa, locumque pervidendo pcrmrticns, 
utile duxit tanti1lum a civitatc derore, et dilect(' quieti opcram dare. Quo et virginibus quas 
in cenobio dimiserat venire non rssci onerosum, e1 civibus semper quod pro novitatc 
stupcanl querentibus minus aptum . Erat in prcdicto predio locus multigenis arboribus 
consitus, qui ~ro multitudine diversi generis spinarum lingua Saxonica Thornbiri315 

nuncupabatur, 16 solitarius317 siquidcm ('I religioni aptissimus. In quo eXlimplo eonSlruxit 
oratorium, CI quam plurima cdifieia sanctorum usibus eompetcntissima. E1 quoniam 
numinis alveus longius abcral, inoportunumque sibi videbatur quod sororcs iUue usque ad 
hauricndum aquam3 18 procedcrent, fontcm precibus impClravit qui nunc usque supcresl, 
pluJ'imis prcslans beneficia sanilatum potantibus .3 ' () Hie )alere, hie dilcctc320 quieti 
opcram dare CI hominum vilarc rrcqucnliam spcrabat.321 

(1 6) Quid est quod eonaris, Oco clilccla virgo, quid inquam? Latcbras qucriS, ·J:l:.! at 

lOO vacant C, C1 vacabat M 
Mil capiliOl C, Glom . • if 
~T1 sane C, Cl valde AI 
~)] argen ta ft auro C) auro el argen to AI, G BQJ,d 011 Pror. ;11.14 
MH Ps . {'ii,. 2 Dr 10. 
)()'"> sro virgo prudcntissima non C 
'tOb lamp.tdarum G 
10? EcJwts A/dtt.XXD. 

lOll inmani C, G] inmanu .u 
10'1 ronsodalibus C, Gl sodalibU5 AI 
110 ~lIirile C) solliriludinr M. G 
111 in trisllcic] inucir G 
111 om. C 
113 \"alde C, Glom. At 
lH igitur C 
11'"> Thornbrri C 
lib IIUllcupatur C 
111 solilariis C 
118 aquam C) om . • \i

t 
G 

H'J potantibus\f, GJ pctcntibus C 
t:l(l dil('('tdm C 
1:11 sUjXrabat (; 
1:1'1 Latrbras querlsJ om_ C 



SAI'r fRIDES\\lDE RE"{)'SIDEREIl III 

lalcrc dIU non prc\.ales. Dominus in evangelio dicit, 'l\'on polest CIvitas abscondi supra 
montem posita.'323 Tu prorsus civitas cs regis omnium Cristi, lurribus virtutum et 
propugnaculis opcrum bonorum conSlTUCla, et SUpr.1 f\lontem ilium fundata. qui 'lapis 
abscisus de monIc sior manibus, '32-4 uni\'ersum implt~' \'il orb<'m. cd tu Ie grandi premis 
humilitatc, Cl 'qui sc humiiia\'cril, ' inquit idcm l:13 Dominus, 'cxahabitur:I.'!I' ES10. 
Ncquaquam hominum Ie perquiret curiOSil3S, quia mundo crucifixa es. sed non ob hoc ab 
inquisitionc lui desistet miscranda327 in\'alidorum Cl J2H anxia neccssil3S. Ecce propc 1(" 
infortunatus iuvenis rn dUa qUi dicilur S~tCoTdia, dum Stcuri dir Dominica I(((na incidcn~t, 
nullam diei Dominici rtsurr(Cliollis rcvcrcntiam preslans, cui us manus - sed horreo referells
ilico manubrio adhtrens, adco i"CfndilUr, ut pre doloris intolrrantia terribiliu:-r c/amans vicinos 
vel invilUs ad sui cogal spcctaculum accurrere. N('c (,l1im laxare manum valct12f1 prc dolo«" 
aut digilOS a manubrio solvere. lat igitur miscrHO damans et ciulans, stant pare-ntcs eius 
Acmes et scmClipsos pugnis cedentes, nccnon ct vicini pa\.:idi ire Dei \'indicantis usque ad 
mOrtem LOrm('nta mNuentes. Quidni? Enimvero c('rnunt penam in hominc331 intoler
abilem, nrc unde ferant 33

:.! opem. Tandem ad se inviccm conversi, ';\;unquid non »OleSt,' 
inqulunt, 'ocatissima virgo Frideswida ab hoc tormento Hlium nostrum piis absolvcrc 
merids, cuius (' manibus stilla dccidens, cece pucllc visum rt'stituer(' \'aluit? Ducamus ("I 

hunc ad habitaculum ipsius, ut miserta nostri liberN filium nostrum.' .-\ptc sane. Fidem 
quippe vcstram cum rxempli propositione vchcmcnlcr approbabo .. \bslraitc Ht qurso 
la1i1ar(' ,·01("n1cm, abstraitc inquam, ct impctrantcs331 quod pre r'Natc nc~are non 
potrril.33.,) palam omnibus330 facilc. 337 Quantum apud D('um \·alent .\8 mcrila, que non 
propriam, sed illius qucrunl gloriam!j3~ ~cc mora, amnc transito, sistjtur iu\'('ni5 anU' 
habitaculum virginis. Clamatur ad ipsam, ct voccm interrumpcnlC' singultu salutis petitur 
remedium. 'Beata,' inquiunt. 'Fridcswida, misrf('rr iuvcnis, ob proprium:HO delictum 
lOrrncnta palicntis. !':ovimus enim, C1 valde novimus, quoniam si ,·olucris, et illius noxa lUi\ 
rclaxabilUr prrcibus, ct salus pristina rcdonabilur.' Ad hane: vocem lam luctuosam, prc 
tam grandi miseria ciulamcm, quid racies t

111 virgo? Numquid r('dibunt 'Jl1 miseri misericor
dia frustrati? unquid non crogabi( pie1as, quod dcnrgare parabat lalcndi voluntas? Ecc(' 
infeliccs parclllcs prccibus instant, et iuxta voccm Salvatoris qucrentcs pulsant, ut 
intrrc('ssionc tua noxa1H filio suo dimiui.HUr, el salutis rrmrdium confcratur. Tandem 
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igiLur pittatt vleta procidi1J<t--1 F'rideswida, ctlacrimis lIa precatur obortis::W; ~Adonl!.)', Domint 
Deus, palcr omnipolens magnt tL mirabilis, qui per legis latorem Moysen populum tuum Israel 
iugo scrvi Lulis oppressum liberasli, e1 Ninivitas per l onam in vtnlrt uti illtsum ab impiclatis 
errore revocasti, Ie precor, Domine pic ('t miscricors, per Uni~enitum tuum Rcdcmptorem 
nostrum horum \'irorum actibus prefi~uratum. n(' e10nges misericordiam luamHb ab his3H 

famulis luis, sed presta quod petunt, ut cognoscant quia Ju tS patens in omnibus operihus 
lUIS, ptnnonnu tn omnibus stcu/is.' Hoc dicto, signoquC' saluLifrre crucisl -48 impresso, manus a 
manubrio soivilUr, ('1 pristine saluli feSliluitur. 

(17) Modico profccto intcrccdentc tempore, dum inlcmpesla noele piscatortJ quidam 
insidenles naviculc Ia.xalis in capturam retibus pr'dam cxpcctarcnt, ct sompnolclliia urgenlc 
obdom'lircnt, unus torom a dl11wnio rcpclllc correptus volutabatur, et post paululum facLO]49 
impelu in''lO qucndam consodalium, dmtibus laniart et manibus ilium prcfocare parabat. 
CderiJ hinc horroris ct mcroris causa fuit. Attamcn reliqui prcvalclltcs ei, manibus post 
Itr.~um revinctis, ducunt3.') I ad habitaculum lllrgtnir. Quem cum fuissel intuita, condolens 
miscne hominum qui ob proprium3Y1 delictum ad tantam dc\'cncre miseriam, ut demonum 
insolentie tradcrcntur, jn~rmuit, et ab alto voccm revocans suspirio. lacrimis habundantis
sime perfusa, preces prius ad Dominum et abindr manum3~3 porrcxit ad miserum, 
salutifcrum crucis adversus demoncm dcpingens signum. Ac dcindc, 'Adiuro te,' inquit,lS.J 
'Salhono, per nomen magnum Filii Dei vivi et Domini nostri lesu Cristi, recedt ab hoc hom inc 
ad ipsius lmaginemformato, et abhinc amplius nc prcsumas vcxarc ilium.' Ad hanc \'occm 
virginis. quasi Ictali pcrcussus vulncre, corruit homo, et auctore mortis eiecto, quo male 
fortis fucrat , factus tJI vtlud mortuus, ut qualis fuerit in anima, tali obsess us ab hospitc, 
corporis hoc indicarctur specic.3~~ Quod cerncns virgo accessit, ct manu iniecta, 'Surgt,' 
inquit, 'homo, in nomine Itsu Crisll Na<.areni.' Qui statim surrtxil, mentis Cl corporis 
ineolumitati restitutus. Nee ilk rcticuit factum, sed quocunque procedebal in auditu 
omnium predicabal 1 quam pOlentcr curatus fuc-rit ptr merita Deo dilcC1C FridtSwzde. 

(18) His el aliis quam plurimis virgo btatissima refulgcns miraculis, dierum suc
cedcntium aiternalionc, ad cxtremam vite tcmporalis communi 35h urgellte necessitate 
dccedebat horam. Et quoniam tantarum virlUtum quantitatcm 3S7 per illam Salutis 
Auclor1.'J8 opcralus est Dcus,359 vix scriplOri crcdula foret monalis infirmitas. Pluribus 
admodum intermissis, unum opus eius,lbO mirificum Dei incstimabili virtute 
consummatum,361 rClicere indignum valde iudico. Quod revcra pro carilate magnifica ct 
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constantia pietalis. n ~aquam minus obstupendum esse arbilror, quam pro ma~nitudine 
miraculi. I nstante iam 2 die IUC1UOSO quidem hominibus, angelis autcrn klabundo. quo 
Frideswida e corpore fucral migramra, ad proprium rcdire ctnobium equum duxit. quatinus 
illic ultimum Doo commendatum spiritum rcdderel.'\t,] ubi primum in rrli~ionis habitu ipsi 
serviTe slUduit. Repcdanti ergo sacrosanCle \'irgini, tota ilieo in obviam ruil ci\-ilas. ('1 ('CCC 
inler cltri populique utriusquc scxus congratulantium turbas. i.lde t rUitn,j ltpra 
immanissima3&4 adeo labe 1:1 puslUlis365 toto deformalUS corpore, ut de forma hominis 
nichil fere incsse vidcrclur prclcr eXleriora liniamcnta, vclut in trunco ad formam humalll 
corporis dCSCC10, antequam artifex menbrorum ac sensuum, con\"cniellliam distinctam 
imprimat arte magistra. Sic cnim ulcera, sic tumorcs, sic iniquu~ olor cuncta obduxcrant, 
ut monstrum potius putarctur quam homo. lSlC profcclO non modo miscrabilis verum exlra 
modum horribilis, cum appropinquarcl ad sanctam, quanta potuit voce horribiliter quidrm 
rauca3t06 cmisit sonilUm satis confusum, verba tamen cxprimcmem, dicens, 'Adiuro It, L'trgO 
FridtSwida , per Dcum omnipOlcntem, uJ dts mihi osculum in llomint Itsu Grist; Filii rius 

nigeniti.' 0 durum omnino sermonem, 0 dura sane posluiatio! Petis, iu\"enis leprosr, 
virginem367 natura uti'68 rcgiam369 sed, quia Crisli ancillam, non moribus dclicatam, libl 
dare osculum, in quem mares animo370 prorsus duriores figere abhorrent obtutum? Plane 
postulatio tua, ni fides cam magnifica proferri compulisst'l. forte 171 pUlarrtur insanientium 
improbitate prolata. Quidni? Homines, ut dixi, Lr intueri pre horrore nequcunt, pro sanie 
proAuente tangere, ~ro fetore intolcrabili tibi372 appropinquare, rt osculum pclis a regia 
virgine? Esto. Nisi 7J leprosus furris, anamen masculus, num tibi porrigcrc p<Jtrril 
osculum, que virilcm ab ineunlC elate non novit anactum? Sed inquis, 'I\ lorbi mri 
intolcrabilis estus, et non quem tu commemoras sexus, hoc me pctcrc compellit. ~;-t Credo 
enim quod ad tactum oris cius mundissimi, fu~iel morbid a immunditia corporis mei.' 0 res 
miranda et seculis inaudita preteritis! Carita tis igne succcnsa virgo, contra opiniolH'm 
omnium ilico acccssi" el signo crucis prius impressa, leproso conwlit osculum. Facile 
ctcnim 175 proculdubio sit quod a caritalc vera procedil. Abhorrelll intucntes, rl cum 
admiratione non modica rei exitum expectant. SLUpendul11 plane miraculum! Non ('nim 
minus quam aaman iro scptena Cl mistica iuxta sermolH.'m Hclisci in lordanc ablutio,:J7b 
quantum ad corporis sanitatem spectal, huic una pia cum humili devotione pudic 
sacratissime deosculatio contulit. Orc clcnim virginis O~ kprosi langiLUr, rt continuo toLO 
corpore mundalur. Cutis aspera adJ77 squamarum modum178 sol\"itur ('t vclud exu\·ie 
colubrinc dcponiLUr, ac statim fit caro ipsius sicut caro pueri parvuli. Quis tanto prrsc..'ns 
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non expaviL miraculo? Quis a laude Cristi os cominerc potu it? ReplC'tur letitia CIvitas. 
Exultant omnes, congratulantur universi, Cl In tame patrone advtnlu se ncquaquam pre 
gaudio capiunt. Sed non his379 virgo extollitur, immo in dies quanta amplioribus virlUtibus 
au~C'balur, tanto scmetipsam Cl corpore el spiritu castigabat humilius. 

(19) Die tandem prctiose- dissolutionis cius instante, ecce angtlUI Dominr astitit oranti, 
dicens, 'QuarlodtClmo Icalmdas Novtmbris, in ipsa nonc que Dominict aurora lcrminabiluf, finis 
tibi. Frideswida. agonis a Deojij(J deccrnitur, et merees sempiterna preparatur. i81 Et 
quoniam li"mum pains palattum contempsiSli, Regis cl('rni introibis thalamurn, ubi lux3H1 

immarassibilis, el vita ncscia mortis.' life diccns, disccssil, ct Fridesuuidamftbris gravissima 
{OrnpUil, unde383 el viribus corporis upit ilico drslilui. Quod cum cil'ibus innotuisset, quasi ad 
Tlulriccm el matrem conut1llunl ad illam, moniLa salutis cum gcmebunda exigcntcs devotionc. 
Quos pio ut erat pectore a dcsidcrio non rraudabat, set singulis cgritudinis sue dicbus 
conaminc quodam quasi contra:}8-1 ius nature verbum salutis in commune disseminabat. 
Elcllim carilas impcndcbat, quod vinurn dcslitutio dcncgabal. (20) Cum vera Sabhati dies 
illuccscerct, Cl nox instaret iarn proxima qua c cor port virgo ("fat migratura, secus sc 
assidentibus inquit, 'Hodie mihi fodile- scpulchrum in basilica bta/issime scmp<'rquc 
vlrginis Afant gtnitricis Dti el Domini mci Icsu Crisli, cui us munila presidio, se(urior 
spirituum malignorum insidias conle-mpncre, sccurior ante tribunal eiusdem Domini mei 
Filii rius valeam assistere. El quoniam rius eras solcnnis et solita rrsurrcetionis 
cclrbrabjtu~85 memoria, et ego hac noclt poslltrllum gallicinium de presenti seculo migrabo, 
nolo pro mt qucmquam in lanta et lam illustri fe-ria fodiendo fatigari.' Htrs· dixit, rt jibr 
rocharis/iam affirri preccpit. Quam cum gratia rum actione SUJcipitns, btntdiccbal Dominum. 
(21 ) El intt"ntis ad superna luminibus, aspcxil inde vcnicntcs ad sc virginc·s, quas in 
vcncralionc maxima semper habcbat, quoal inter homines in terris dc~cbal. El advenicnti
bus suppliciler388 inclinans, letabunda l'fJU proclamabat, 'Btnt l"tnitis, 811 virgilltJ brate.' 0 
'quam magna multitudo dulcedinis tuc, Domine, quam abscondisti timrntibus LC, p('rrt'cisti 
autcm cis qui sperant in le, .390 'Quis non timebil te, Domine, ct magnificabit nomen tuum, 
quia tu solus pius?,19\ Nc ancilla lua ad It' migratura 1'11 Sathane ~a\·crct occurSUIll, qui 
etiam viCIUS Cl confusus viCloribus victricibusquc a castris suis· 93 ad te rrdruntibus 
occursarc CI fallatic sue calumpnias assolct aJ?ponere,'J"\ munivisli:JCI

,) scmitas gradicntis 
munimine quo nosti, el dedisti ci bealas iam3' \"irgincs in deccssu suo cernere, quas antr 
dedrras quadam quasi familiari veneralione in vita diligcrc. Hinc397 quippc constare 
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arbltror quoniam lUorum mentibus fidelium jnse-ris, ul quidam hos alii \'ero illo 
ramulorum famularumvc tuarum qui iam ad 1(,398 meritorum cvaScrUnl gratia, quodam 
speciali pre c(teris \'cncrentur honorc. Ad \'ocern ilaquc 3f

l'l proclamantis. commotc que:
assistcbant -400 sororcs quas alloquatur inltrToganl. Quibus ilia, 'Sum: inquit,#H 'non {'cmilis 
sacralissimas advcnlarr l,1irg£nu, Kaltrinam alqul Cttiliam?' El ad illas denuo conversa, 
dixil,Wl ''\10do l.'tmam, Domint mtt, modo veniam.' Et l'altdicms aSlanlibu , hara quamtllJ 
prtdixtrOI migravii ad Dominum. Ipsa quidcm hom migration is cius, lu:c celitus cmissa 
habitaculum quo sacralissimum ipsius iacebat corpus subilO illustrans, ita {Olam rcplcvit 
urbem subscqucnte4{H odore inestimabilitcr suatrissimo, qU3tinus non dubitaretur Unigeni· 
tum affuissr Patris luminum cuius nomen ungucntum cffusum 10." univ('fsum implevit 
orbem. 

(22) Et ut cam vivrrc post mortem non esset ambiguum. ('ceC' paralilicus, edam linguC' 
dcstitutus officio, vir admodum divtS,famuiorum manibus drfnlUr ad feretrum suprr quod 
repositum erat sanclissime corpus virginis. Quod cum tcti,{iSSC1, confcsLim sic solid at us est, 
ut exi iicns in laudem Dti el sanctc Fride-swide magno cum c1amore prorumpcret. 
(23) Cumque corpus illud castissimum 10., cum magna frcqurntia ulriusque ordinis Cl S('xus 
dcfcrrctur ad scpulchrum, accidit ut quidam ab umbilico dtonum \.·ilio nervorum ita 
constrictus, ut officio quoque grcssuum destilUerelUr, scannulis nitcns quia pcdibus non 
potull, ct manuum407 iuvamine miserabile Irahtns corpus, exrquias \'irginis subscqucretur 
Sed quoniam non potuil frrrtrum preciosissimi oneris aut gradiendo assequi, aut ad illam 
cum in ws tcc!u;am pCf\.'cntum fuit prt constipation(, intrarc populi, fecil quod poluil. mag-nis 
vocibus tanquam ad vivam, ad iam drfunctam proclamavil. dicens, '0 inestimabilis virgo 
piNalis. 05ponsa Fontis misericordie, quamdiu cst rx quo .. H" desidera\·j \"('nire ad le? Sed 
me miserum cum vitio corporis vilium quoque impedi\"il male sane mentis. Peecatis ('tenim 
meis id promerentibus, nee te mihi \·ivam 110 nrc rernrr(' conc('ssum CSt dc,.'functam 
Veruntamen, domina mea, COI1\'crte nunc ad me viscera misericordie tue, ct sana me ab 
hac invalitudinr. Enimvcro411 certe credo quia hoc tibi facillimum ('st, quoniam ad Ilium 
iam J>crvrnirr meruisti cui nichil esse poteSl difficile.' Hec prochlmans, omnium 113 secus 
astantium in sc convcrtit oculos, cum ecce crcpans vchemcl1lrr nervorum cOtltraclio 
solvitur, ct iuncture grrssuum solidantur. Itaqur consur~f1ts rcpcntc prosilit homo. c,.'t 
immutlis a dolore Irtabundaquc cum vocifcrationc procJamalls, in manibuJ sustulit scallnulo5, 
prorucnsquc per turbas ad sepulturam prorupit virginis. El proiectis ibi scannulis. gratias 
agit II') Oeo et gloriose fa mule sur Fridcswidr. Tunc mt'ror omnium in con~ralulationcm lib 
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conversus CSI, quoniam cernehant quanta pro meritis famule sue post huius cliam vile 
dccursuffi, et dum cclebrabantur417 exequic, faciebal Deus mirabilia. (24) Stpulla tsl beata 
virgo in basilica intcmcratc semper virginis Dei gcnitricis A1arit in parte Qus/rali prope ripam 
flu minis Thamesis.418 Sic cnim sc tunc habebat situs basilice usque ad tempus regis 
Alhelrcdi, qui, combuslis419 in ea Dacis qui confugerant ilJue, hasilicc ambitum sieut ante 
vovcrat420 ampliavit. Hine nimirum actum cst, quia scpulchrum, quod ante fucral in 
panc,421 medium extunc esse cOlltigit. Inibi411 quippc tot tantaque per illius merila facta 
sunt mirabiiia, ul nee hominum ea fides capcrc, nee scriptorum possel colligere sollicilUdo, 
prcstanlc Domino nostro Itsu Cristo, cui cst honor et imperium in sirola StCuiOTUtn, Amtn. 

APPENDIX C, THE INVENTION AND FIRST TRANSLATION OF ST. FRIDESWIDE'S BONES 

The production of Life B by Prior Robert of Crick lade suggests an intention to promote the 
cult. Ifso, the logical next step would havc been a solemn translation of Frideswide's bones 
into a raised shrine. While it is inconceivable that such a scholar as Robert, with wide 
contacts and hagiographical interests, did not contemplate this, it was not achieved during 
his priorate. The canons were faced with the problem that they werc not completely sure 
where the relics lay. According to Life A, Frideswide had originally been buried on the 
south side of Sl. Mary's church. Life B adds that after the 1002 fire, King £thclred 
enlarged the church in such a way that the gravc was thereafter central. The story is taken 
up by a narrative (Text I), of unknown source, which survives as a continuation of Life A in 
its abbreviated 14th-century version L (above, p.93). This describes how Abingdon Abbey 
had held the church and its possessions between the expulsion of the secular clerks and the 
installation of the Augustinians (in other words at some date between 1086 and 1122), a 
fact which aroused fears that the monks had stolen the precious corpse. 

An investigation was therefore initiated, presumably to be identified with the 
'invention' of Sl. Frideswide later celebrated on 15 May.423 It cannot be dated more 
precisely than to between the regularisation of the house and the translation of the relics, in 
other words between III I X 22 and 1180. It is likely enough that the Augustinians wanted 
to reassure themselves of Frideswide's presence as soon as their community was estab
lished: similar 'insEections' of Edward the Confessor's and t. Cuthbert's bodies occurred 
in 1102 and 1104. 2' On the other hand, it may have been an immediate prelude to the 
events of 1180: clearly it was essential to avoid the embarrassment of slaging a solemn 
translation from what might pro\·c to be an empty grave. 

After fasting for three days, the canons entered the church secretly at dead of night and 
began to excavate the grave by torchlight. Finding an empty stone coffin, they almost 
despaired, ' but urged by an astute man amongst them they set about digging deeper. For 
he said that it had once been a common practice to put empty coffins over the bodies of 
saints} so that if thieves came intent on stealing the body they would go away deluded.' 

.. n cdcbraban lur Gl cdehrantur AI 
1111 Thamc:nsis G 
.. tot comhUSlis G) combussis JI 
4.otJ VQVf'ral G] nOHrat At (voHral is !upporttd ~). utrart In Can. St Frid. op.cit. nott 23, i, 9). 
W Sir M , G ond jro.(J. oj C l'nlm australi is omitttd. in partC' «idntt~' TTUOIIJ 'on lint fidt'· if. OOol" Mt, 267 . .. In ibi qut' C 
t~' C.R Chent"!'. Hondboo! 0/ Dotfs Jor StudntLf oj lin(lish. lIutory (1970). ~ I 
4.'4 f Barlo~, Edu'{Jrd 1M (A,,/wo, (197<l), 268-9 
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Thus encouraged, the excavatOrs continued until they found a skdeton. whereupon all their 
torches were miraculusly extinguished and re-kindled. Convinced by tht heaven-sent sign 
that they had indeed found Frideswide, they closed the grave and left the corpse in peace. 

'Thereafter', continues the narrative, 'miracles started to come thicker than before, 
and the virgin'S grave was visited more diligently by people from many parts.' Prior Philip, 
electro during 1174 X 9, organised the translation. The ceremony is described (Text II) in 
the prologue to a miracle-collection which Philip wrote soon afterwards (Bodl. MS Digby 
177); a transcript of the same passage continues the narrative in L. The Digby manuscript, 
of (.1200, contains an erasure of three words which are completely omitted by L, suggesting 
that the latter derives from Digby; on the other hand, L expands Digby's In jmlro to in 
jmlro ad hoc decrnl" ornalo. It is at least clear that the L scribe had a copy of Prior Philip's 
book, for he goes on to give a statistical summary of the miracles and to quote one verbatim. 

According to Philip the translation took place in 1180 on 12 February, the day on 
which its fcast was later celebrated'25 In January Henry II had held a council at 
Oxford,'" bringing together a suitable collection of notables including lhe archbishop of 
Canterbury, lhc bishops of Winchester, Ely, Norwich and SI. David's, the bishop-elect of 
SI. Andrew's and thc papal legate to Scotland. Presumably the translation was timed to 
follow the council, though Prior Philip did not miss the opportunity of recognising God's 
providence in so distinguished a gathering to honour Frideswide. The party came into the 
church, and the archbishop 'opened with the greatest reverence the grave in which her 
most blessed corpse had restcd for some 480 years. With a great crowd of clergy and people 
standing around and rejoicing, he look the virgin's glorious bones from the grave and laid 
them in a fcrclol) fillin~h embellished for this purpose, so that so precious a pearl. who 
proclaimed her life in heaven by such glorious miracles, should lie no longer hidden in the 
earth. Then the b)standers were fillcd with a most delightful scent which refreshed them 
like spices, so that it seemed not inappropriate to say of her, "The smell of thine ointments 
is above all manner of spices. ". 

I: Tht "discomy oj SI. FridtSwidt's bones, 1/1/ X 79 

( Bri(i~h Libra!)'. MS Lansdo""nr 436. ff.l03-r 

laeuit aulcm brala virgo Fridcswida, miraculis clara, in codcm quo scpulla fuil loco, 
videlicet in ccclesia sua in honorc Sancte Trinilalis, beale Virginis ~~laric Cl Omnium 
Sanctorum dedicala, ferme quadringenlis octoginta annis. In cuius lemporis spatio, varii 
fuerunt illius monasterii status. Nam processu tcmporis. monialibus de loco illo recedcnti
bus, monaslcrium cum posscssionibus optinuerunt c1erici scculares. Quibus ob corum 
insolentiam exclusi • mona chi Abyndonicnscs per aliquot tempora omnia hahuerunt. 
Finaliter v('ro canonici regula res, viri religiosi, illue introducti, pro maiori parte omnia 
rccuperanles, usque hodie ibidem inhabitant. Qui post corum advemum ad dictum 
monaslerium, hesitantes an monachi predicti corpus virginis a sepulture sue loco ahstulis
sent, indiclO lriduano ieiunio, secrete de nOtte cum lumine copioso sepulchrum effodientes, 
sarcofagum lapidcum vacuum invenerunt. El cum iam quasi desperantcs ab incC'plis 
dC'sistcre proposuisscnl, cuiusclam discreti inter iIIos usi consilio profundius foden- conati 

.~~ Philip evidt'ntiy Wit'S the )'rar Ixginnin~on IJanuil.~ in olhrr wordll IISO b) modrrn rrckoninll;. not 1181 
Henr}' J I's prC5('ntt III Oxrord is consist('nt only with 1180. and Juhn wal only 'd('(t' of St. Andr('w's until June 
1180. Tht" r('ast of th(' translation appears as 12 February In R.Stanton .... \(1110/0,(1 oj EnJ:lotfd and " ·ifIIJ ( 1892),63, 
but wrongly (as II FC'bruill)') in ChcnC}', /Ja1UlbooJ. . 51. For this POlOt J am gral('rul 10 ~Ii L. Dennison 

flf\ R \\" EYlon. Itrllnluy oj !latry /I (1878), 230. 
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sunt. Diccbat autcm quod quandoque sic fieri consuevit super sanClOrum corpora poni 
sarcofaga vacua, ul fUfcs, si fone vcnirent ct corpus furari vellent, sic ddusi fecedcrCnl. 
Diligclllfr igitur fodientes ad corpus virginis pervencrunt, quod cum fiefet omnia luminaria 
que habebant subilO cxtincta sunt. Uncle illi adrnirantes, cum non corpus virginis sed 
alicuius ahcrius Sf invcnisse putarcnt, omncm dubictatem a cordi bus corum evidenti 
miraculo omnipotcns Dominus miseri orditcf cffugavit. Nam omnia luminaria prius 
('xtinCla igor de supervenientc di\inilUS sunt feaccensa, quod cum vidisscllt miraculum 
repleti gaudio magno Dominum collaudabant. .27 Crrtioresque de \'crilal(' affecti, corpus 
gloriosissimi":.?8 in eodem loco in pace dimisrrunt. 

Ceperulll autcm extunc crebrius soli to ibidem miracula fieri et a I>opu lis diversarum 
panium scpulchrum virginis dcvotius visitari. Inter hee multis rcvelationibus diversis 
super ho prcoslensis, innumcris etiam prcccd('ntibus miraculis evidcntibus, decretum cst 
unanimi assensu, regis videlicel Henric] secundi illo tempore regnant is et in palatio suo 
extra Oxoniam tunc exislenlis, cieri etiam et populi, virginis corpus e terra e1evari , et in 
locum rminentiorem deberc transfrrri. Ad preees igitur ct instantiam Philippi tunc prioris 
el totius convcntus~29 ... 

II : Tht lranslalion oj Iht "lics In 1180 

(Extract from the prcfacc 10 Prior Philip's nurack wllcction. Bodkian Library , MS Digb) 177 If 1~-2, printed 
ttta Salldtmm.: Octobm: 1"//1 ( 1853" 568-9; \ ariant5 from incomplcte version in British Library ~1S Lansdowne 
136, IT 103'-4.) 

Scripturus itaque miracula que temporibus nostris per merila beatissimc virginis 
Fridcswide Dominus operari dignatus est, ab cius translationc inchoandum duxi, que facta 
cst anno ab incarnationc Domini rn"colxxxo, regnanlt' illustrissimo rcge Anglorum Henrico 
secundo. Que quidcm eo gloriosior apparCl, quod cam nOll sub moclio abscondi sed super 
candrlabrum poni Dominus voluit , ul lucerna super candelabrum posita lucis sue radios 
ubique difTundcrel. Eo ncmpe tempore Idem gloriosus rex propter maxima et ardua rcgni 
negolia, f('\"Crendissimum patrern nostrum Ricardum Cantuaricnsem archicpiscopum, 
domnum quoque Ricardum \VinlOniensem,HO Galfridum Helyensem, lohannem Nor
wiccnscm, Petrum Mcnrvcnsem episcopos, et copiosam cieri multitudinem, procercs 
quoque ct magnates reglli sui ex omnibus Anglir partibus apud Oxcnefordiam con
\'ocavcrat, Oeo nimirum id agente, ut prel10sa margarita, que tanto tempore terra iacucrat 
opcrta, Rloriosius omnibus oSlcndcrelur, cum ipsius revcIalioni terrena negolia, et cieri ct 
populi lanta multitudo Domino quasi lalenter id insligante ad hoc convOe3ta, deservirc 
vidcl"entur. Predicto igitur invictissimo rcge votis favcntc, suumquc benignissime prcbcnte 
consensum, ad preces et installliam' U Philippi tunc prioris el lotius conventus, Rridie idus 
F'ebruarii idem432 ,'enerabilis archiepis opus,4J3 convocalis secum domino" 1 Ricardo 
\\'illloniensi, Galfrido Hclyensi, lohannc Norwicensi, Petro Mencvcnsi cpiscopis, prescnte 
\,cnerabili "iro magislfo Alexio lunc lcmporis ex dclegatione domini pape Scolie legato, el 
ma~islro Iohanne tunc quidem clecto, post modum autem episcopo, ,l!l Sallcti Andree, ad 

W (('ntu" t"Qllaubanl u.lfh d.1 msrrtcti .tts 
UK gloriosimi .\lS 
41" from hm thr t~Jit ctmlmUfJ Qf In (II } brJo/t 
'~I Wuonirns('m ~IS 

'" I. IIxl br,("1S h~rr in contmuatuJI/ lrom ( I ) alX)I'f 
HI idcm I om, I. 
111 arC"hiepiscopus1 pau:r ctornpnus Rit'ardus ardurpi\wpU!s CantuariCl1sis L 
lit dominO} dnminis \'rnC"rabilibu\ I. 

" post . ('pis<:opnl fUmti D,~~,. om. I 
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eiusdrm glorio!Sissime \'irginis4J6 ccclesiam accedrlls, prius quidem indicla ieiunio, sepul
crum maxima cum dcvotione aperiens, ubi"J7 peT quadringentos ct Ixxx· circiter annos 
beatissimum rius corpus requieverat, aslanlc ("1 congaudentc copiosa cieri et populi 
muhitudinc, gloriosa \'irginis ossa de sepuicro transtulit . ('1 in f{,Telro ad hoc den·nter 
ornata" J8 {'3 colloc3vil, ne lam pretiosa margarita t('rra diulius operta iaccret, que cclcbn 
miraculorum gloria Sf in celis vivere proleSlabatur. Odor dcniquc sU3vissimus aslallles 
rcplcvit et aromalUm morc rcrocillavil, ut non inmcrilO de ea dictum vidcrctuT, 'Odor 
ungucntorum 439 lUorum super omnia aromata.'HO Preccsserant sane translationcm rius 
commoniliones crci>errimc, visioncs plurimc, revelationes gloriosissimc, de quibus aliqua 
presenti inscrrre lil>et opusculo, ut bcate virginis sanctitas postcrorum mcmorie arcius 
inprimalUr. 

APPE'>;I)IX D THE FREXCH CULT OF ST FRIJ)El>WIDE 

No less cniqmalic than the Oxford legend of Sl. Frideswide is its French ountcrpart: the 
cult or'Ste. Frowisse' long observed in a smaU village named 80my in the Pas-de-Calais. 
Despite thc Bollandists' Icn~lhy discussion of it in 1853,HI historians of Oxford have never 
given it more than a passing glance. At first sight i1 deserves no more, for much of the 
'tradition' was clearly acquired from English sources in the late 16th or 17th century. 
Yet there is enough e\·idellce to sho\\ that 'Stc. Frc\\iss(O' \\as venelated at Bom~ 
by the 12th century, and that her cult there was strikingly similar to 1. Frideswidc's at 
Binsey. Even though liule ne\\ evidence has come to li~ht siner 1853, it seems appropriatc 
here LO provide an account in English of the Borny cult. and to take speculation a little 
further. 

Borny (Fig. 4) lies 4112 miles (7 km.) south orthe Roman town orThorouanne, where a 
bishopric was re-cstablished in the 7th century. The Roman road from Boulogne through 
Thcrouannc to Amiens and Arras passes 4 miles (6 km.) north-cast of Barny, which thus 
lay on one of the main early medieval routes from England to many parts of Europe. Later 
in the middle ages it had a large parish, and was the centre both or a rural deanery and or a 
substantial lay stignturit.412 

Exccpt for some tenuous archaeological data, and one crucial document to be 
discussed later, evidence ror the cult derives essentially from three printed books of the 17th 
and 18th centuries: 

(i) A ' Lire or ·te. Frowisse' by R.D. Ie Heudr., curi or 80my in the mid 17th century. 
The Bollandists were unable to obtain a ropy and none can be traced now, so this is only 
known from brief extracts in the later works of Malbrancq and de Neufville. 

(ii) J. ~Ialbrancq, Dt Monnis (3 vols., Tournai, 163~5·}). A notoriously unreliable 
compilation on the history of the Thcrouannc- district. which nonetheless provides the only 
record of many ancient texts and traditions. 

(iii) R.D. de Ncurville, LQ. Vit dt Sainlt FriwisJt, I'itrgt, RtltgltuSt Binidiclint, Honodt dans 

410 vlrginis] (1M. L 
417 ubi) ubi Ul dictum ('$t L 
.. 18 ad ... ornato 1.1 (1m. D,~h.1 
419 ungu('ntorum 1.1 ungc:ntorum Dlg~, 
440 Fro". Itnt /. UUfUtlJJrwJ 1M ronJtrt1s (If Pnor Plui,,', boo' aM "",au 0'" oj tIll miulLltl 
+II .tel. Smtct. op. cit. note 57. 560-4 
+12 MtmII"tJ tit la .Wuu tin .. t8/1qlllJlftf tiL 14 Mm"", xiii (1864-9). 14-5. and m .. p r('productd Ibid . X~(\i (1898). 

frontispitce. 
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unt Chaptllt dt son Nom au Villagt dt Borny (Saint-Omer, 1720)'" A primarily devotional 
treatise written by the curi or Bomy ror the benefit orhis flock, drawing heavily on Ie Heudre 
and Malbrancq but adding some local information . 

It must be said at once that the hagiographical material in these sources is utterly 
worthless: a garbled version orthe Oxrord 'Lire B" with Bomy substituted ror Bampton as 
the place or Frideswide's three-year cxilr. 4

4-4 In a revealing passage, Malbrancq praises the 
raithrul or BOIllY ror keeping alive the cult so shamerully suppressed in Oxrord since the 
156Os, and notes that Ie Heudre had obtained much or his inrormation rrom the English 
Catholic establishment in Saint-Omer.+!5 Evidently Ie Heudre round himselrprcsiding over 
a cult with no adequate tradition or its own, and made good the deficiency by adopting the 
Oxrord story wholesale. Thus there is no reason to think that the legend in which teo 
Frcwisse comes rrom Oxrord to Bomy in the 8th century is anything other than a late 
fabrication. 

The topographical evidence is more interesting (Figs. 4-5) ...... The village and parish 
church or Bomy lie in a small valley, flanked on its eastern side by a wooded slope. 
Immediately west of the church is a mOllc,447 presumably a predecessor of the Ialc- and 
post-medieval seign curial cMUau rurther cast. By the roadside hair a mile (I km.) south or 
the village is a powerful natural spring (Fig. 6A), gushing rrom a deep clert in the chalk at 
the root or the slope, which is still called ' Ia Fontaine de Sainte Frewisse' . From the spring a 
stream, normally called la Laquettc but sometimes known in the 19th century as 'Ie Acuve 
de Sainte Frcwissc,,448 runs northwards down the valley towards the village. 

Ncar the spring there stood, until the Revolution, a small chapel and hermitage. In the 
18th ct'ntury this was under the curi of Bomy's jurisdiction, but was served and occupied by 
a succession or hermits appointed by the lords or the manor. .... 9 Its exact site (Fig. 5) is 
unrortunately the subject or some conrusion. Malbraneq says that it lay 'below' (subIUS) the 
spring,450 while de eurville locales the spring on the east side of the hcrmitage,451 These 
references suggest either a very restricted site (c. 8 m, square) between the spring and the 
main road, or three meadows immediately west of the spring on the other side of the road; 
the lauer, which contain indistinct earthworks c, 30 m. square opposite the spring, are 
believed locally to be the site or 'I 'ancien village de Ste. Frewisse' which preceded the 
modern village of Bomy,452 On the other hand, neither site is consistent with Malbrancq's 

.. 11 Th~ only copy of Ihis work which I hav(' b«n able to Irate IS an Incomplele olle in Ihe Biblioth~ue 
Municipak al Saini-Orner. shdfmark 3412/83A2. A Xe:rox has now ocen deposilc:d in Ihe: Bodleian I..ibraf) 

1·44 This i.s obvious from Ihe accountS in Malbrancq I, 574-7, $82-3 and de: Neufville 1-63; the sourc('s whiC"h 
Ihey cite (Mauhe\\ Paris, Polydo«: Vir~il, Mabillon and Ie Heud~) all go back 10 'Life: S', with elemenls from 
William of Malm~bury's story 

.... -. Malbrancq i, .>83. 
Ho The lopographical observations in Ihis $('ction .... e«: madc by Mr. Edward Tmpey during his visit," Augusl 

1987. 
447 Mr. Impey's observation 
HII Dt Neufville, 101; Art4 S4nct. op.cit. nOle 57, 561. 
"4'1 De Neufville, 96: 'Dans cette Chapelle, il y a un esp('c(' d(' Benefice avec assignation de ct"rtains revenus 

pour decharger qudques m('Sses toutrslcs ~maines. Les Seigneurs de Bomy, qui I'olll fondr-, s'cn sont r('s{'n:r la 
nomination.' The 18Ih-c(,nlury hermits .lrt" discussed by P Doy~r(' , 'Ermitc:s el Ermilages au Diocm d(' 
Boulogne' , Bullttln Hutonqut dt La Sociiu Arodnmqut dtJ Antlquo/rtJ dt L4 Monnie. xviii (1952· ·7),386-7. Cf Ix:low, 
note 470 

.. ",0 Malbrancq i, 681. 'l1(~cnon in proximo adsid('al sacrariolum cum cella ert"milica. hactenu5 culta ab 
anachoretis. subws scawriellle Iympha, dcsuprr obumbranl(, sylva' 

"-'1 De Neufville, 101 ; 'Ce:l te Fontaine esl aupris de I'Hermitage de Bomy du cOlr- de l'Onent . Celie source 
st" Ilomm(" commun("mt"nl IA FonttJlfU de Saint' F,iwme. Elk ('5t ain,i appc:lJr-e d'un lims immemorial.' 

H:l Mr. Impey's ob5("rvalion. and Slalcm('nl from M lkvaux 
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Fig. 5. Th(' (Olllt-xt of St. frideswid(,'s spring and h(,mlitagt", Born)': for location S«' lowt:r map in fig. '1. h -
ht:rmitage Silt", 5 = SI Fridt"Swid("s sprinJit. (Aftt:r Carlt" CadaslraJt" d(' la Cornmun(' d(' Borny, 1973, 2nd 
ron. 1983, and fieldwork by Edward Impcy,) 

s tatement that the hermitage was 'under an overshadowing wood',"53 or de Ncufvillc's that 
it stood on 'a little hill at the foot of i.\ wood, a place most appropriate for retreat and 
seclusion':".')" both imply a location further up the valley-side towards the wood, and thus 
north or north-cast of the spring. 

In fact, a site c. 200 m. north of the spring provides what see inS to Ix- conclusive 
archaeological evidence (Fig. 5). It lies south of an old west-cast road, now disused but 
traceable as a hollow-way, and north of the modern 'chemin rurale dit de )'Hermitage', A 
flat terrace between the two road-lines is bounded west by a line of old trees, beyond which 
thc ground falls away stccply tow ads la Laqucllc. Thr southern .part of the terrace has 
produced several inhumations, some ('"ut by the modern lane;'l. this accords with dr 
~eufville's statemcnt that hermits of his own da) often found human bones in the chapel 
gardcn.4St• In the north-west cornl'r or the terrace is a stone-lined well, inLo which the 
chap,", bell is reputed to have been dropped at the time of the Re\olution. Recent 
excavation failed to find the bell, but produced instead a quantity of 15th- to 18th-century 

4'11 Loc. ("il. nOI(' 45(). 
I'>. Dc: l'\('uf\"ilk, 96: 'Cet!(· Cha(X'lIe fau parill' d'un lI('rmilagr, qui ("<;1 situc ~ur lIn(' pelilC' wllinc au "icd 

d'un bois, li cu fOri propre a la rrtrail(" rl a 101 solilude. Elk ('51 nOnl1ll6' d'un (rms imm('mori'll, ta ChJJptllt dr Saintr 
Fml.'lsu'. 

U$ RC"C(,11I disl"Qverit"s of burials ar(' n()lffl b)' M. M 1)C'\"iiUX, 'NoI(" Prcliminair(' sur It's OCfOUV('rtC'S d(' 
Slc.-Fr(wiss(' it BomV', Blllletm HiJtanqut au IIQul,Po.'f, i\·.21 (I('r .. ('m('stf(' 1981), \ \Ii. In 1987 \tr Imp<"\ 
obscrv('(! sk('letons in shallow graves protrudmg from a Ir('("-hult" 011 Ih(' ('dgt" ofthr mudt"rn mild, mlh(' posilion 
mark('(! on Fig. S. 

f'>!· Dc: :\('ufville, 106: 'Les Ht'mlut'S mot"i('rnn. ("ommi .. pour 1(' s(lin dt' ,'('11(' Ch01pdlt-. a\Surrl1l qu(' lx-chant 101 
Inrr d(' leur jardin, its y onl trou\'e plusit'urs fois des osst'm(,Il'S humdins: pr('un"' ("("-r(aill(' qu(' t'N cillmit ctuit cft 

an(it'n cimt'lirr(' dt' I'EgJise Paroiui01I(' dr Saint(' Fre .... 1 s(' .' 
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pottCf) and several small terracotta statuettes of the Virgin and Child, probabl) lhro\\ n 
into the well when the chapel was destroyed;457 the statuettes arc presumabl) relics of 
the post-medieval cult of the Infant Jesus mentioned by de Neufvillc.+~ The excavator 
claims to havc found remains of the chapel and hermitage nearby, but no plan is available-. 
It can hardly be doubted that the hermitage stood her< in at least the post-mc-dieval 
period; the inconsistencies in the texts could perhaps be resolved by translating Malbracq's 
sublus as 'downstream' and assuming that de Neuf\'illc wrote 'orient' in mistake for 
'occident', 

At all ('vents, Ie Heudrc judged th(' chapel 'one of lhr oldest holy places of Anois ';"(! 
and Malbrancq and de Neufville followed him in thinking it extremely ancient. All three 
authors believed that Stc. Frewissc hersclf had dwelt at the chapel and spring, imbuing 
them with her holiness. IW She was honoured there especially on two fcasts, the anniversary 
of hcr death on 19 October and that of the chapel's dedication on the first unday aftcr 
Easter, when the curi of Born), sang vespers and mass thcre;~bl Ie Heudre also reports that 
the canons ofTherouanne celebrated her festi\'aI. 4t,2 Pilgrims were believed to have comc 
from time immemorial to invoke the saint and drinK th(" walers of her spring, which \\-'ere 
thought especially useful for curing fevers.'"' A 17th-century curl reported a local legend 
that the saint had obtained the spring by striking the earth with her staff, and his successor 
of 1847 believed that it newr dried up."" The cult survived the demolition of the chapel, 
and in 1847 thc Bollandists found an image (Fig. 6B) and even relics of Ste. Frcwisse in 
Bomy parish church."" 

From all this it is clear that, whatever hagiographical material Ie Heudre may havc 
obtained from the English Jesuits. the chapel, spring and cult cannot have been his 
in\"Cntion. Some suspicion must rest on the observance of the main Oxford fcast of 51. 
Frideswide (19 October), but that a long-established tradition associatcd the chapel with a 
holy woman named Frcwisse, and that healing powers were ascribed to the water from her 
well, can hardly be doubted. And luckily, a document survives which takes the cult much 
further back: an episcopal charter of 1187 ratifying an exchange between the Prcmon
stratcnsian canons ofThcrouannc and Walter Butri, lord of Barny. The text is ani} known 

4~J I~'aux op.cit. not( 155. Mr. ImJX'y inlt'ni('\\"w M Dndu'C, ,lnd ('x,lmin('d thr pholORraph; and finds in 
his .gosM'ssion . 

4 Dr !\eufvillC', 96. 
4VJ QUOled de !\('ufvill(, 98: • aim Ii~u des plus annrns dr ('.\nUl'" 

460 LC" JI(udl'"r IquOlw d( :-';ruf\·ill~o (8) : Ih(' amiquil\ oflhe d,ape-I-Ir fai .. "nt ('nlrel'" C'II conj('cIUl'"e, louir Hal 
SC'mblabl(, qu(' ('"~II~ Sainle auroil maJ'"Chc sur C(H~ IUJ'"C',) auroil I'"('l;Pin:~ I'ail'", rl lalsS; dn:am nos }.eux dr ~J'"3nds 
lrans d~ sa hlen\~llIanC(', N des tcmoignagrs c>vld(ns d( sa Samlru.' el dC'. a \"t'1'"(U' Dc ':\euf\'illC', M. boa'iu Ihal 
Ih( suppre sion of Ih(' English cuh 'n'a SC'1"\.'i qu'a faiT"(' au~mrnlt'r ("r ('uht' dans la Chaprll(' dr Bom\, OU ("rtl(' 
Sainle ttoil en particuliC'r~ veneralion d~puis un terns immC'murial' 

401 Mdlbrancq. i, 681 'Cum Hro &mVf'nsi ill(' \'jcus omni mf'moria Irmplum illi [i.('. In the parish church] 
Di\"aC' sacrum gcrat. quotanni 19. Octobris festam C'jus diem r('('"(>I<'n,: (1\C'arb} ar( th( chapC'1 and weill ubi 
C'liam quotanni ,prima post Pa:u:h.ilcm solemnilalC'm dOlfllllica. rrlebrisl!),i dedicalio r('('urrit'; IX- "'rurvillC', 96: 
Ihe chaprJ '(II SOUl> La jurisdiction .,piriturllr de ~Ir. Ie Cure' de Born), qui)' chant(' ordindirC'mf'nt It-s pl'"emi~rn 
\'J?pres ella \IM C' deux fois l'dnnN'; 5(3\"oir,lt' Dimanrnc Jt 14 Qtl4J,,,,iHlt. Jour dt' la DedicacC' d(' C( liC'u, C'I Ie 19 
d'O<:tobrt. Jour de I'hC'uT"('uX Tripas. el d( ta Frl(, dC' ncllrr Sainle 

"',2 Dr 't'Uhlll(', 92· 3: '1t'S \'('llerabIN Abbe's ('t Rdigieux de ~ .• int\UftUslln dC' Terrouanr fonl chaqu~ ann« 
m('moir(' 5(llemnrllt' dC' ntllrt' Sainle, scion 1(' raport d( Mr. It- lIeudrr dans SOil HislOirr' 

.... ) Malbrancq. i, 68-1 (quolcd Atla Sand, op.cil. 1101(' 57, 561. ilnd de 't'uf\illr. 102 3). IA" Ht'udrr (quolt'd d(' 
NC'uf\.'ille, 10'1) ~rile."S of th(' wilte."r: °L.'quell(' n'a e'te' e'prou\'re appMler I)('u de." soula.! a ceuJ( ('I cdlts qui ('n 
gOUI('nt, \('nan P((('rills par sin('rrr drvOlion et aff('('tion ('n ladilr Ch,lprllC" SrI." also de 1'\eufvit\e, 64, 93-4. and 
Acth Sanrt. op.cil, nOll' 57, 564 . 

tM Both reported ArID S(1Jl(/. op.cit. nOll' 57, 564. 
4U Ihid , %4 



Fig. 6A "La Fon(am~ de Sainte FT~wis~·. Bamy B :Bom) pari h c-hurch ' latu~ or'Saintt' Friwissf:' b~ F.P 
Sa\--ary. 1755. Pltlr. Edward Im/NY. 1987. 
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rrom Malbrancq's lranscript,4bb but internal evidence makf'S its authenticity almo 1 
cCrlain.467 In translation it rcads: 

Didier bi hop ofTherou,mnt': Wht'reas Ihe- Abbot ofS(. Au~u!\un(' ofTherouann(' has JX'rsuadfil Ih(' lord Walu:r 
Bulri 10 allow hi.! court of f"rtwisst' to bt transferrro within lh(' ~m(' parish 10 the valley ofWi~dm and Walter 
Dulri (II' ncrlM III4M tit "musllilit tr4JUf~tt III tM"" jHJrtKlI;tI. ad NIl/1m 'l'iXtiml tl (;III1/1ni 8Mlri); (h(' Abbot. with Iht' 
chapter's consent, has granttd in m)' p~nc(' 10 Wah('r BUlri .111 hi ri~ht in his mill, and the wOOI(' court o(S(('. 

FrcwlU(' (totalff ntrlnfr S41trtM Fmumitlu) with tht orcharo and ~ith Iht' adjoining land. Th(' Abbot fUMer grants 
thai. willtin a )'t'ar after ~I('. Fr~wisSC"s chapd (CQJwllam S4tNitU Fmwu'uJis) has bern moved by lht' lord Wallt'r 
BUln, h(' will transfcr it to \\'igt"lm's vallty, n'build ii, and iUJ>1ilUlt a prir'liI minislrring thr.n: rorrver at the 
Abbot's t"'prnSt', Hr will transrer the' corpses or the' dtad from thr old Silt [toltht ntw chapd at Walttr Butri's 
plC'asurr. In r",changr. Waltrr Butri has gi\'tn to St. Augustinr's church Irn mrasurcs ofland nrxi tht flew cou rl 
on which('vl'( sid(' Ihry choo~,3nd 120 OleasU(("S ofntw land 10 cultivatr and marl, withouT sttd and all ( .. ?, .J 
txCtptC'd. They hall POSM'U and cultivatr frttly ",hatC"Vtr land Iht') bu)· or rrCrlvr in alms in Bomy pari h, and all 
common roJ.w. tspttiall) 10 St('. F'ri",is5("s sprin~ (tt MaXIIM tuI Jo"tmt Soncw Frtdtsu.·idiJ), and IikewiK all 
pastor"; and thr brtthrrn shall remam free from all muhurt charges, Giv('n in (he yr.ar 1187, 

It is possible that this transaction merely involved shifting Ste, Frewissc's curia from 
the meadow west of thl' spring to the later hermitagr site; but it is hard to see how a move 
up the slope from the valley-bottom could be said to be ad vallnn Wigtlm. tl GlUIlItri Bulri. De 
Ncufville assumed, rather, that the effect was to transfer parochial functions from Ste 
Frc" issr 's chapel to thc later parish church in thr village, further down the valley,'468 and he 
was probably right. The earliest part of the parish church is evidently its axial tower, which 
could well date from the I I 80s or I 19Os.""9 The graves in the rona, and their (evidently not 
very thorough) removal to a new site, suggrsls the replacrmclll of an old parochial 
cemrtcry by the one which remained in use inw modern limes. The seigneurial family's 
later patronage of thr hermiLag~-I70 is consistt"nl with its acquisition by \Valter BUlri; the 
point of the final clause is presumably to safeguard the canons' acccss to a spring which 
wou ld now no longer be on their land. In short, the likelihood is that IC. Frcwisse's chapel 
was the mother church of Bomy until 1187 J but was then superseded by the present parish 
church ofSt. Vedast; because of its holiness it survived, but mcrrly ~lS a humble hermita.'{c. 

To explain the cult. and to determine what, if any, connection it had with Oxford, is 
another maller. There seem to be four possibililirs, non(' of which can be either 
substantiated or eliminated: 

I. Ste. Frcwisse of Bomy originally had nothing whatever to do with SI. Frideswide of 
Oxford, whose legend was attached to her in the 17th century or slightly earlier. Again" 
this is lhe presence of a feature common to both Bomy and Binsry: a spring "hich sprang 
up at the saint's request and which heals Ihose who drink from It. Holy springs arc of courst 

lbb M.1lbrancq , iii, 520: f('prinu:d ActA Smtcl. op.cit. I1(J(r ~7. ')b:l. and (in Frrnch lran~lalion) de 7\eufvillt' , 
104-5 

.. 7 Th(' tnt I. ,;ndicatrd by an exhausu\'t' analy iJ> in t (tA ,\oNI. ()p.el1 nOI(, 57. 562- 3, and is accepted 
withoul qUMuon by 0 Blf'd RtI'1Uf ti" F~qtlu til TlunHuJIW i (Saint·Om('r, 19(2), "1;0_ 918. 

.... 1)(' ~('UfVII1(', lOti, 
t{A Mr. Impcy's obsr'rvatioll. 
-f10 Cf aOO\-'e, nOle H9. Jk- Nl:urvil1(".! drdication to thr Marquis de Trazt"gnir ltignrur of Barny, indudts 

(p(("lims. pp.llj" iv): 'S I nous paswns dt I:('((t Ville ;, villr(' T('rrr de Horny, nous y lrouverons qu(' ,·os 
Pr('dccC'SS('ufi n(' s'y soot pas moins dislinl{ucs, ('t pour m'arrct('r uniqurm('nt ... la Ch3JX'lIe de Sainl(' F'uwiSS<', 
que j(' dois 3\-·oir paruculirrrm('nt en vue, outre qu'on n(' JX'UI leur ('ontC"Sl('r la qualilt de Fondalturs. drpUls un 
tern immrmorial nr I'()nt-il~ pa!i. toujours grali6i de Irun hi(,l1faiu. pour IcmOl~n(,f la pieu~ afftttion qu'ils lUI 
porloienl II~)· onl auachf un Bc:nefice qui ~ donne aujourd'hui a vOlr(' Nomination. :-';e puis·je pas dire 3\-"('1.· 
justlc(' qu(' ("ell(' pi('tt rXf"mplaire, qui leur faiS(Jnt aVOIr c(' lieu rn venrralion, <t(' trouv(" transmiS(' ('11 ,"OUS, 
Mom,ieur, qui par 1(' m~me Noprit prrnC'Z ("rllr Chapel1e d(' SalUtr f'rrwis.st' snu'! \-·otr(' prolt<'lion \'ous av('Z 
omi C('II(' <':hapel1(' d'un Cloch('r, la mrttant dans 1(' mrmr rtal qU'rllC' ilnit dan!> Ie X siCclc.' 
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numerous, but the aSSOCiation between saints with identical names and sprmgs with 
Identical attributes seems an unlikely coincidC'llce. Ifit could be shown that the 19 October 
feast was obser\'ed at Borny from an early dale, this would be conclusive evidence for the 
idcntity of Sir. Frewisse with 51. Frideswide. 

2. The cull was exported rrom Oxrord to BOInY arter the re-roundation or 51. 
Frideswide's minster as an Augustinian priory, in other words in the carly to mid 12th 
century.17! Since the chapel and well helonged before 1187 to the Prcmonstralrnsian 
canons of 51. Augusline al Therouanne, It would be necessary to postulate a link through 
the international community of canons regular. There is, howc\"er, no ('vidence that Sl. 
Fridcswidc's had any connection with l. Augustine's, which was founded in 1131 by 
Bishop Miles I ofTherouannr and colonised from St~ljncourt in the Low Coun trics. 172 Its 
dedication to St. Augustine of Canterbury, which probably commemorates the ancient 
links between the Pas-de-Calais and the Gregorian mission to Kent, can scarcely explain 
the adoption of a minor Mercian cult. But the biggest obstacles lO this view are the facts 
that the first site or the cult was already being down-graded and deprived or parochial 
status in 1187, and that Frcwisse cventuall) gave way to Sl. Vedas. as the main patron of 
Bomy.473 Traditions can become 'immemorial' with disconcerting speed, but it is hard lO 

believe that this obscure and wholly extraneous saint was installed as patron of a large 
parish, complete with her holy spring and a cemetery, only to be demoted within two 
generations. 

3. The cult was exported rrOIn Oxrord to Bomy through one or the many links between 
English and Flemish churches in the 10th and 11th centuries. 174 From Alrred's time 
onwards there was regular contact between the \Vest Saxons and l. Benin's monastery at 
'aint-Orner, which was visited by many English pil~rims, Some Englishmen brought relics 

with them into Flanders, such as those or 51. Oswald and SI. Eadburh which the abbey at 
Bergues obtained in 1038'" The merit or this hypothesis is that it allows a plausible 
interval between the establishment of the Bomy cu lt and the 1187 charter, and on balance it 
is perhaps the most likely. The links betwcrn SI. Frideswide's minster and Abingdon 
Abbey (abo\"e, p.116) make it a tempting possibility that SI. A':thelwold, who was abbot or 
Abingdon (954-63) berore becoming bishop or Winchester (963-84), had a hand in 
transmitting the cult. 

4. The cult at Borny results directly from Frideswide's own activities. or from those of 
her companions or rollowers. The relationships between the English and Gallic church 
hierarchies in the 7th and 8th centuries, the connections and similarities between 'double 
monasteries' on both sides of the Channel, and the unifying influence of Irish 

III This explanation is prr(rrrtd by thr latrst Frrnch ('Qrnmrntator: C. Coolrn, 'Sainlr FrrwisS(' ou 
FridC's ..... id('·. Hullttin llistonqut tit III S()ntti 1l(lIdmuqu, titS A1I"qlUJ'w tit III Monme , xviii ( 1952- 7), 363-1 

11:1 Sam et Cano",ri Ortl",;j PftmlJJl ftrtd"uu A1IlIiJltJ, i (:\ancy. 1734), 224; H Pius. ' L 'Abl»y(' d(' S. 
\uguslln-I('z-Th~rouann(" , .\lnn_ Soc. ,·hl/q_ tit III MOrin" ii(2) (183'1). 199--203; E. de Morrau . j-luUJirtli, 1'£~/uetn 
Brlt/qur. iii (2nd ron .• Brussrls, 1945), 19. Bled op.l'll. nOI(' 467, No. 586, says that Bishop Miles gave ' 101 (ur(' dr 
~ai~t('-Frr:wi's(" 10 SI. Au~uslinr's in (1140, but this seems 10 b(' bas('d on nOlhing morr than Malbrancq's 
H)IlJ('clur(' 

I.' D(' ;\cufvitlt", 95-6: ' II ('51 Hai qu'dlC' n'esl point la premit'rt" Palronne dr 13 Paroisse, puisquedt"puisla fin 
du X II sieclt" Ct' "In: est atlribur: a Samt VaaSI, Evcqur d 'Arras; mais pour n 'y eire depuis lors que la S('condt". ell(' 
n'y ('st pas mOInS honoree ('I resJXct~, non seulem('nl des habilans de u Village, mais encor(' des pruplt"s voisins.' 

PI For ,h('sC' cOnlacLS SC'C' P Grinson, 'i'hC' Rdalions ocl ..... C'cn England and Fland('rs tx-forl" Ihr Norman 
ConquC'st', T1'''J. ROJ. Jlut . Soc. 4lh sC'r XXIII (1941 ). 84-95; F Barlow. Th, Engluh Churen I~J066 (2nd ttl .• 
1 tj79 J. 17 20;.1. Campbrll. ·En~land. rr·anc('. F1and('r-$ and Grrmany'. in his &SD.~J In An,e-to-Suo1l lIutory (1Q86), 
1<11 , 

4H Grierson op.cit. nOlr 414, 101 



SAI'I FRIDES\\ IDE RECO,,)))ERED 127 

missionaries"7b would provide a context. and some 7th-ct'ntufY En~lish princessf'S crrtaml~ 
went to Gallic monastcries.H7 Ahernalinoly. the cult could have been transmitted sli~hll~ 
later but still in the pre-Viking period: the Englishman Fridel{is, abbot of t. Bertin's 
during 82G-34, 178 is one possible link. I t can on I} be said that none of this is impossible, but 
neither can it be used as evidence for events in Fridcs\'\.-idc·s lifetime 

If the cult at Born} was old by 1187, and if its objt·tt of devotion "as ind<ed our 5t 
Frideswidc, it is not impossible that it reAects forgottcn aspects of the Oxford cult. In 
particular, it adds a liule weight to the view that the holy site at Bins('y was nOt invented for 
the convenience of thc 12th-century canons, but perpetuates older traditions associatin~ 
Fridcswidc with a hermitage and a hcaJin~ sprin~. Further speculation is pointlrss; but it is 
pleasant to record that pilgrims arc still attracted to Sl Fridrs\"idr's spring in this second 
Binsey 150 miles from Oxford. ". 

Th, Soci,iY is gralifullo Ih, W.A. I'alllill Trusl for a granl 10lt'OTdl Ih, publicallOn of Ihis paprr. 

1", Fur,lll of ",hirh s('(' CamptX'lI, ' First C('nlUI)", tlp.CIt, nOll' ~), 19--67. 
m Ihid 5>--6. 
4111 Grit'Dnn UI).cil nnlt 474, 83 
4"'J OU\("1'"('op.c-il nol(' ll't, 387: • \ujourd'hUi il nC' r tt" aUl·unr Ir;l<·C' dr I'trmitagt mais 101 traditi"n d'un 

pdninaCt'd la fonldll1(' cit' SaiOlC' rrho.i .. ~ '"I mainl('nut'! 


